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Our Vision

Box Hill High School is a learning community
that fosters resilience, a passion for lifelong
development and a commitment to impacting
the world in positive ways.

Address: 1180 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill VIC 3128
Phone: 03 9877 1177
Email: box.hill.hs@education.vic.gov.au
Website: boxhillhs.vic.edu.au
Compass: boxhillhs-vic.compass.education

Office hours: 8:15 am - 4:00 pm
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Our Values

Respect: We show respect for other members of our
school community in the way we treat others and
consider the perspectives of others. Fostering a sense of
belonging, we value and support diversity and build a
positive and safe environment.

Creativity: We celebrate creativity in all its forms,
providing opportunities for students to explore what is
possible for them and the world. We nurture innovation
and curiosity by encouraging students to develop original
ideas and processes.

Resilience: We strive to develop resilient individuals who
are able to achieve in different situations and cope with
challenges. We build the confidence to solve problems
and connect failure to learning. We promote positive
education to build skills for a strong mind and healthy
body.

Growth: We believe all students can learn and grow. We
approach the world with a growth mindset in order to
become adaptive and autonomous learners. Through
active participation and developing skills of self-regulation
growth can be achieved. We strive to be our best.
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Welcome

Box Hill High School takes pride in the academic, personal, and social success of its students and supports
them to design educational pathways to achieve their dreams in life. At the conclusion of their senior studies,
students depart Box Hill High School with a sense of direction and the skills and confidence to meet the life
choices and challenges that lie ahead.

As senior members of the school community, students are expected to be positive role models by their
consistent application to their studies and total commitment to all areas of the school’s program. All VCE units
require a minimum class attendance rate of 90% to achieve a satisfactory result and most academic Units 3&4
subjects involve after school assessment to allow for fairness and consistency across classes. VCE Vocational
Major students attend classes at school three days a week in addition to attending a VET course and
undertaking Work Placement. This requires strong organisational skills to manage each component of their
course.

All VCE studies require full commitment and dedication from students. To support students, the Senior School,
Careers and Pathways, and Wellbeing teams are here to assist them to succeed throughout their VCE.

Term 2, Week 10 Year level assemblies with a focus on subject selection and creating or
updating a Career Action Plan.

Term 2, Week 11 Senior School Expo - Compulsory for all Year 9 and 10 students.

Wed 2/7 Year 11 students and families are welcome to attend.

5:00 pm - 7:00 pm Includes parent information session.

Term 3, Weeks 2 and 3 Students and parents, if available, attend an individual subject selection

Fri1l/8 - Year 11 -> 12 appointment with a course advisor to discuss their Career Action Plan

Tue 5/8 - Year 10 -> 11 and select their next year’s subjects.

Term 3, Weeks 5 - 10 The school undertakes planning to determine which subjects will run in
2026 and some students may be consulted further regarding their
selections.

Mid Term 4 Confirmation of students’ subjects for the next year in preparation for
HeadStart program in November.

The school offers a wide range of electives to afford students a rich and engaging curriculum. In most cases
students can study their most-preferred electives, but there are times when a subject may not be available
due to staffing or timetable constraints or insufficient student interest in a subject.

Using this Handbook

The Senior School Subject Handbook assists students in Years 9, 10 and 11 to make informed decisions about
their VCE studies. As a starting point we encourage you to read Where to Now? Your Guide to Senior
Secondary School Pathways in Victoria in 2026. Students must plan their VCE program carefully, as once
subjects have been chosen the school is limited in its capacity to accommodate changes.

We strongly encourage students to revisit their Morrisby profile for senior subject suggestions and
information about further study and career options prior to selecting their subjects.

During the decision-making process, students should consider and make selections based upon their:

e Strengths: what are you good at? In which subjects do you get the best results?

e Interests: which subjects do you like/enjoy most?

e Aspirations: where would you like to go in life? What would you like to keep learning about? Which
industries or occupations have you imagined yourself in?

e  Options: which subjects will keep your options open if you're unsure or change your mind?
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Students are strongly discouraged from selecting subjects based on the assumption that a subject will be
scaled up and lead to a higher ATAR.

The decisions students make about their school subjects shape their future study pathways whether at TAFE
or university. Almost all university courses have prerequisites which are subjects that must be taken in the
VCE to be eligible for selection into a course. Further information about prerequisites can be found under
‘Entry Requirements - Why Prerequisites Matter’ section of this overview.

CHOOSING SUBJECTS
Why Subject Selection Matters

Subject selection is your chance to experiment, explore and have a say in your own learning. It is an exciting
time, but it also comes with additional responsibilities.

What you choose can:

e have an impact on the subjects you can continue studying now at Box Hill High School, as well as
into the future at university, TAFE, or other higher education pathways.

e influence your admission to specific courses or institutions, depending on prerequisite subjects and
prior learning.

e shape your interests and expose you to new opportunities!

Adapted from: Career Tools 2023, “Subject Selection Guide”

Planning Backwards

Subject selection in the final years of high school begins by planning backwards. You need to consider what
you might like your life to be like in the future, set goals, and take actions to help get there. However, it's okay
to not know exactly what you want to do, or to change your mind in the future. Good subject choices help us
to keep options open while enabling future paths.
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Big Picture Goals

It's okay if you don't know

yet, but consider:

* What are my interests?

* What are my goals?

¢ Whatkind of futuredo |
want for myself?

e« When | am 18, 23, and
30 years old, | will ...

Identify Pathways

* What kind of work would
| like to do?

* What education /
training / experiences
will | need?

* What are the different
ways to get there?

* What are my options if |
change my mind, or it
doesn't work out/

Prepare

# Speak with people

* Do your research

* Try things out
¢ Get involved

& Complete your Career
Action Plan at school
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Select Subjects

* Now you know where
you're going and how to
get there.

* You're ready to choose
subjects to help get you
there!
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Program Charts & Course Adyvising

At BHHS, students entering Years 10 -12 will attend course advising sessions. Course Advisors are
experienced teachers and school leaders who assist students to make choices about their subjects. Students
are supported to consider their own interests, possible pathways, and how to experience a range of subjects
and learning areas during their time at Box Hill High School.

In preparation for these sessions, students will:

1. Attend an assembly in the last week of Term 2, covering key information.
Attend the Subject Selection Webinar.
This session explains the subject selection process in more detail for each year level.
3. Attend the Senior Expo.
Students and families can view subject displays, ask questions of teachers and the Careers Team.
Read the relevant year's handbook.
Discuss choices with their family.
Submit their Career Action Plan for that year on Compass.
Complete a program chart with their preferred subjects for the coming year.
This includes reserve subjects in case their first preferences are not possible, as well as a non-binding plan of
what subjects they intend on completing until the end of Year 12.

No vk
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Your Course Advisor Interview

Before the interview:

Ensure you have thoroughly explored your options for subject choices by either reading the
handbook, speaking with teachers / parents and considering your strengths. You need to have a clear
idea of your chosen pathway for the next year as well as some ideas of future pathways.

Complete your Subject Selection Chart and discuss this with your parents / caretakers.

Complete your Career Action Plan.

At the interview:

You will meet with a staff member (YLCs, Domain Leaders, Learning Leaders or Careers) and they will
check your Subject Selection Chart and discuss your choices with you. They may look at previous
results data, teacher recommendations and your future career ideas.

The staff member will confirm your choices with you and once finalised, enter these into the
computer. Once entered, a copy will be sent to you and no further changes can be made until
consultation in 2026.

Important: this interview is to confirm choices and offer general advice. It is not to suggest subjects
for you if you don't know what you want to do - please arrive having done the thinking and research.

After the interview:

Ensure you received an email with your subject selections for your records.
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There are two VCE pathways offered to students at Box Hill High School: the VCE and VCE Vocational Major.
In both pathways students study courses made up of units of study. Each unit is studied over one semester.
Units 1 and 2 are generally studied in Year 11 and Units 3 and 4 in Year 12. Many BHHS students will have
studied Units 1 and 2 of at least one study in Year 10.

Students are more often successful and enjoy their Year 11 and 12 studies when they select a course that
builds on their strengths and interests. You are also encouraged to carefully consider what post-school options
you are interested in, as this will impact your choices.

Victorian Certificate of Education

VCE Vocational Major

Apprenticeships, traineeships,
VET, university (non-ATAR
pathways only) or work

University, apprenticeships,
traineeships, VET or work

THE VCE PATHWAY

The Victorian Certificate of Education is a senior secondary qualification and provides diverse options for further
study at university or TAFE.

Course structure

Students studying the VCE will usually study six subjects (twelve units) in Year 11 and five subjects (ten units) in
Year 12. One of these subjects each year must be an English study. There are a wide range of elective subjects
for students to choose from in the VCE. Students in Year 12 will have five periods of private study each week.

Year 11 | Units1 & 2 Units1&2 | Units1&2 | Units1&2 | Units1&2 | Units3& 4
English/EAL Elective Elective Elective Elective Elective
Year 12 | Units3& 4 Units3&4 | Units3&4 | Units3 &4 | Units3 &4
English/EAL | Elective Elective Elective Elective

An example of a typical Year 11 and Year 12 VVCE course.

To receive a certificate, students must satisfactorily complete at least 16 units of study. This must include at
least three units of English, including Units 3 and 4, and must include three other Units 3 and 4 sequences.
Students must also meet an attendance requirement.

Students who satisfactorily complete a scored VCE will receive an ATAR which is used for university admission.

Students may complete an unscored VCE and not receive an ATAR. Students completing an unscored VCE do
not need to sit the end-of-year exams. An ATAR is not required for entry to TAFE courses, apprenticeships, the
police force or ADF.

Students can incorporate Vocational Education and Training (VET) studies, Higher Education Studies (HES), and
languages studied through VSL into their VCE.

Future pathways

The VCE prepares students for future admission to university or TAFE, apprenticeships or work.
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Advice for selecting this pathway

To achieve strong results in the VCE requires a commitment to learning and completing a significant amount of
homework. The VCE pathway is the most appropriate pathway for students who would like to pursue university
studies after Year 12.

Students with low school attendance will find it difficult to satisfactorily complete the VCE.

Instructions for selecting a VCE course
General advice

e Plan a complete Year 11 and Year 12 course. Don't just think about Year 11.

e Select subjects that match your strengths and what you enjoy. Your past academic results are the best
indicator of your preparedness for subjects.

e Check for any subject requirements for university courses you are considering.

e Do not select subjects because they ‘scale up’ or because your friends choose them.

e Discuss your plan with your subject teachers and the careers counsellors.

e Don't plan to study multiple VCE subjects outside of BHHS.

Rules for the selection of Units 3 & 4 studies

e Students with satisfactory results in a Units 1 & 2 subject in Year 10 will typically continue with the
Units 3 & 4 sequence for this subject in Year 11.

e Students who have not completed a Units 1 & 2 sequence in Year 10 will not be permitted to undertake
a Units 3 & 4 sequence in Year 11.

e Year 12 students wishing to select a Units 3 & 4 sequence for which they have not completed the
corresponding Units 1 & 2 sequence must seek advice. The tables below outline which subjects are
permitted for this.

The following subjects can be selected without having completed Units 1 & 2:

Biology Business Management General Mathematics
Geography Health and Human Development Politics
Psychology

The following subjects will be considered for study without having completed Units 1 & 2 based on
previous studies, teacher recommendations and course advice. They require significant prior knowledge

and/or skills:
Art Making & Exhibiting Economics English Language*
History: Revolutions Legal Studies Literature*
Media Physical Education Visual Communication and Design

* English Language and Literature can only be taken without Units 1&2 if also taking English Units
3&4 and on teacher recommendation.

The following subjects cannot be selected without having completed Units 1 & 2:

Accounting Chemistry Drama
. . . Chinese Second Language
Chinese First Language Chinese Second Language Advanced
German Mathematical Methods Music
Physics Specialist Maths

Rules regarding studying fewer than five subjects in Year 12

e Students may be permitted to study fewer than five Units 3 & 4 subjects under some conditions.

e Students completing at least two scored Units 3 & 4 studies in Year 11 and expected to achieve a
study score of 35+ in both may be permitted to enrol in four subjects in Year 12.

e Students with a recommendation of a reduced study load from a health practitioner or extenuating
personal circumstances may be permitted a reduced study load.
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e Avreduced study load will only be considered where the student has satisfactorily completed
sufficient VCE units such that they will be eligible to receive their VCE upon completion of Year 12.

Subject specific advice:

e Mathematics subjects are a common additional subject prerequisite for tertiary studies. Students who
are unsure about what post-school pathways they will pursue are encouraged to select at least one
mathematics subject. A flowchart showing the possible maths pathways from different Year 10 maths
subjects is shown later in the handbook.

e Students will only be permitted to select Mathematical Methods if they have studied the Pre-
Methods Maths elective in Year 10.

e Students are discouraged from selecting more than two science subjects. Students considering this
should look at how they could broaden their studies.

e Students are discouraged from selecting more than two subjects that have folios. This includes Art:
Making and Exhibiting, Visual Communication Design, and Media. Students studying several of these
subjects often struggle with the workload demands of the folio assessment tasks.

Creating your course

e All VCE students will study English, English Language, Literature or English as an Additional Language
(EAL).

e Students will study five other subjects in Year 11 and four other subjects in Year 12. A full list of the
subjects available for selection and detailed descriptions for each subject is provided later in this
handbook.

¢ Most students should continue studying one of the mathematics subjects.

e Students may only study a Units 3 and 4 study if they have studied the corresponding Units 1 and 2
subject in Year 10.

Sample courses ‘

Year 11 Units 1 & 2 Units 1 & 2 Units 1 & 2 Units 1 & 2 Units 1 & 2 Units 1 & 2
English General Physical Biology Legal Studies Business
Mathematics Education Management
Year 12 Units 3 & 4 Units 3 & 4 Units 3 & 4 Units 3 & 4 Units 3 & 4
English General Physical Biology Legal Studies
Mathematics Education
Year 11 Units 1 & 2 Units 1 & 2 Units 1 & 2 Units 1 & 2 Units 1 & 2 Units 3 & 4
EAL Mathematical | Specialist Chemistry Economics Biology
Methods Mathematics
Year 12 Units 3 & 4 Units 3 & 4 Units 3 & 4 Units 3 & 4 Units 3 & 4
EAL Mathematical | Specialist Chemistry Economics
Methods Mathematics
Year 11 Units 1 & 2 Units 1 & 2 Units 1 & 2 Units 1 & 2 VET Digital Units 3 & 4
English Mathematical | Health and Business Media and Psychology
Methods Human Management | Technologies
Development
Year 12 Units 3 & 4 Units 3 & 4 Units 3 & 4 Units 3 & 4 VET Digital
English Mathematical | Health and Business Media and
Methods Human Management | Technologies
Development

VCE Handbook 2026
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THE VCE VM PATHWAY

The Victorian Certificate of Education Vocational Major (VCE VM) is a two-year applied learning program within
the VCE that will support students to develop academic and practical skills, knowledge, confidence and agency
needed to prepare for the world of work and further education and training. Its purpose is to provide students
with the best opportunity to achieve their personal goals and aspirations. It empowers them to make informed
decisions about the next stages of their lives through real-life workplace experiences.

Course structure

Students studying the VCE VM will study four school-based subjects over the two years as well as an external
VET subject. For a satisfactory completion of the VCE VM, students need to successfully complete at least 16
units, which include:

VCE VM Literacy, 3 units including a Unit 3 and 4 sequence

VCE VM Numeracy, 2 units

VCE VM Work Related Skills, 2 units

VCE VM Personal Development Skills, 2 units

VET at Certificate |l level of above must be completed (180 nominal hours)

Structured Workplace Learning is strongly encouraged for all VCE VM students

Future pathways

The VCE VM prepares students to move into apprenticeships, traineeships, further education and training,
university (via non-ATAR pathways) or directly into the workforce.

Advice for selecting this pathway

The VCE VM pathway is an excellent choice for students who are interested in vocational training and applied
learning. It is also a good choice for students whose prior studies have not prepared them for the academic
demands of the scored VCE pathway.

To achieve success in the VCE VM requires a commitment to personal development and consistent attendance
at school, VET studies and work placement. Students with low school attendance will find it difficult to
satisfactorily complete the VCE VM.

Instructions for selecting a VCE VM course
General advice

e Attend a meeting with Fiona Fuller to discuss your future career and pathway plans

e Plan a complete Year 11 and Year 12 course. Don't just think about Year 11.

e Select a VET that matches your strengths, what you enjoy and your future career aspirations. Further
details about VET and workplace learning can be found in the Vocational Experiences within Senior
Pathways section.

Sample courses

Year 11 Units 1 & 2 Units 1 & 2 Units 1 & 2 Units 1 & 2 VET Structured
VM Literacy VM Personal Work Related Workplace
Numeracy Development | Skills Learning
Skills
Year 12 Units 3 & 4 Units 3 & 4 Units 3 & 4 Units 3 & 4 VET Structured
VM Literacy VM Personal Work Related Workplace
Numeracy Development | Skills Learning
Skills
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VOCATIONAL EXPERIENCES IN SENIOR PATHWAYS

Vocational experiences can be part of all senior pathways. They allow students to engage in learning through
skills-based training and vocation-specific experiences.

Enrolment in all vocational experiences is conditional on students meeting the school’s requirements for
attendance and behaviour.

Vocational Education and Training (VET)

VET courses provide students with workplace skills and technical knowledge related to a specific industry. Most
lead to a nationally recognised qualification or credit towards one. Examples of VET courses include:

e Building and Construction

e Engineering

e Business

e Digital Media and Technologies
e Allied Health Assistance

e Hospitality

e Sport, Aquatics and Recreation

VET courses can be part of all Year 11 and 12 pathways and are a compulsory part of the VCE VM pathway.
They contribute towards the completion of your VCE and some courses are scored, providing a study score that
can contribute to an ATAR.

Generally, Units 1 and 2 are studied in the first year of the certificate and Units 3 and 4 are studied in the second
year of the certificate. VET courses are delivered by TAFEs and Registered Training Organisations (RTOs),
through the VDSS (VET Delivered to Secondary Schools) program. Courses delivered by external organisations
will typically run their classes on Wednesday afternoons and students will need to make their own way to the
provider. To explore options, click here.

Most VET courses run over two years and students are expected to commit to completing both years of the
course.

Applying for VET

It is up to students to research any VET course they wish to study using the link above. Students should see the
VET Coordinator during course advising to apply to study a VET course. The VET application process is separate
from the BHHS subject selection process and runs to a different timeline. All students must select a full Box Hill
High School program at subject selection and put their name on the VET subject expression of interest list.
These students will be contacted and guided through the VET subject application process when it opens.

There is high demand for VET courses in our local cluster, often with more applicants than places available. As
such, VET providers prioritise students in the following order:

1. Vocational Major students and Second Year VET students
2. Year 11 VCE students
3. Year 10 students

Students will need to obtain a Unique Student Identifier (USI). This can be done for free at www.usi.gov.au.

VCE VM and Structured Workplace Learning (SWL)

SWL provides authentic workplace learning for students and is aligned with VET studies. It is expected that
students enrolled in VCE VM will attend SWL each week. Some VET programs have a mandated SWL
component, this is usually part of a requirement for students to be assessed in the workplace.

School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships (SBATSs)

A school-based apprenticeship and traineeship is an employment-based learning pathway that combines
completion of secondary school with part-time paid employment and training. Students can participate in the
SBAT program as part of a VCE VM course. Starting an apprenticeship or traineeship while at school means
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students can get paid, on-the-job training that leads to a qualification. SBATs give students the confidence and
skills that employers need. SBATs are managed through Head Start.

Applying for an SBAT

Students interested in an SBAT should see the careers team.

To be eligible for an SBAT, students must be:

at least 15 years of age

Australian Citizen or Permanent Resident

The SBAT forms part of the student’s career plan

undertaking genuine paid employment under a Training Contract.

Undertaking an SBAT whilst completing a senior certificate, students may:

Criteria:

gain credit towards their VCE certificate

start on their career path

earn money

get hands-on experience

gain valuable skills and knowledge in their chosen field

an interview with careers for suitability

completion of application forms

undergo a language and numeracy test

Students are required to show maturity, a strong work ethic and have a good attendance record
Students and their parent/guardian will be required to attend a compulsory interview with Head Start
Parent/Guardian and student must sign off on a training plan

Student MUST attend VET classes as decided by the employer.

Students will be required to search for an employer and sit an interview with their prospective employer.

VCE Handbook 2026 14
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SUBJECTS THROUGH EXTERNAL PROVIDERS

Students may be able to study subjects that BHHS does not offer through external providers. In Year 10,
students study external subjects in addition to their full school study load. In Years 11 and 12, external subjects
are considered part of students’ full school study load and they will have study periods factored into their school
timetable. If you wish to study a subject not offered at BHHS, please consult Jess Sheppard, Head of Senior
School, to check eligibility.

Languages

Students in Senior School can study a language not offered by the school with the Victorian School of Languages.
Tuition is provided either by distance learning or by Saturday morning classes. A tuition fee is payable. Students
considering this option must discuss their plans with careers staff or your Year Level Coordinator.

Higher Education Studies

Students with an advanced understanding of a particular learning area may be able to extend their learning
through higher education studies (HES), which are university-level studies. These can be provided directly by
universities or by the Centre for Higher Education Studies (CHES). For more information, students should speak
with the careers staff. Applications must be lodged by the end of October.

CHES also offer VCE Extended Investigation and VCE Algorithmics, two studies aimed at high-achieving
students.

Further information can be found on the CHES website at https:/ches.vic.edu.au/our-school/tours-
information-sessions/.

Principal approval is required to study subjects through CHES.
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INDUSTRY MATRIX

This matrix is a general guide to how your preferred industry areas relate to your school subjects. Within each industry
there are many occupations with differing requirements.

The best thing to do is select a broad range of subjects that will support your Plan A, B and C. It's important to note that
many skills overlap across industries, and with the many pathways available to you, this matrix is not exhaustive.
Head to the Australian Government’s Labour Market Insights website for more information.

English Maths Sciences | Humanities a:g(i::;iael d ';Ei,l: r:zj( Creative Arts
Accommc;c:\t/iigzsand Food v v v N4
Administras\tei:ﬁcaer;d Support v v v
Agricultu[r:ties,;z;estry and v v v v v
Arts aggrsiizgeation v v v v v
Construction v v v
Education and Training v v v v v
EIectricit\)l\}aGS:: Water, v v v v
Financi;;;l:rr;cijcler;surance v v
HealthA(SZ:i;iaanncde Social v v v v v
elecommunications | ¥ v Y Y
Manufacturing v v v
Mining v v v v v
Other Services v v v v v
M ecnica senvces | Y v Y Y Y
Public Ad?;?ésttlration and v v v v
o | | ‘
Retail Trade v v v v
Bttt B B /
Wholesale Trade v v v v

Career Tools, Subject X Industry Matrix 2023
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WHAT IS AN ATAR?

Further Study and ATAR

e The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) is the direct pathway from Year 12 into university
study.

e The ATAR is an overall percentile rank reflecting a student’s Year 12 achievement compared to the
age group each year. For example, a student with an ATAR of 75 has achieved results above 75% of
the Year 12 age group.

e Universities require an ATAR, but other pathways such as TAFE do not. However, these courses may
still have other prerequisites such as completing your VCE or submitting a portfolio of work.

e The only purpose of the ATAR is to help universities choose which students they will offer entry to.

e The higher your ATAR, the more university options you will have open to you.

e University courses may have other admission requirements such as selection tasks, auditions, folios,
or personal essays.

Study Scores

Each Units 3&4 study will be scored out of 50. This is commonly known as a ‘study score’. Once these scores
are adjusted to account for different subject combinations, they are used to calculate the ATAR. This
adjustment process is called ‘scaling’.

The ATAR is calculated using:

e your English study score (or your best one if you take more than one English subject)

e your next best three permissible subjects (which together with the English study make the ‘Primary
Four’), plus

e 10 percent of your scores for a fifth and sixth subject.

These are added together to arrive at an aggregate score which becomes your ATAR.

The ATAR is a percentile ranking. For example, if a student achieves an ATAR of 60, this indicates
that they have performed better than 60% of students who completed their VCE in the same year.

Scaling

Scaling is a rigorous and unbiased mathematical process which adjusts students’ results to ensure that the
ATAR is an overall measure of VCE performance in all studies and in all combinations. Study scores are scaled
to consider the different levels of competition in different studies.

Scaling does not depend on the difficulty of the subject.

Scaling ensures you are neither advantaged nor disadvantaged based on the combination of Year 12 subjects
you choose. This means you should freely choose subjects you like and are good at without worrying about
your ATAR.

Detailed information about the ATAR and how it is calculated is available on the VTAC website.

Myth X Fact

These subjects are a@ays .sca@® up.Fso
L.m going to choose those: The way scaling is calculated depends entirely on the average academic

performance of all the students in the course that year. This can change from year to
year. To get the best possible results and maximise your scaling, you should pick
Those subjects are a@bys .sca@ down.. subjects you enjoy and will do well in.
S0 .m going to avoid choosing them;
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| need to study difficud@subjects to get ‘Difficult’is a highly subjective term.
the best score and make sure my courses | Everyone has different strengths and interests. Students who achieve highly in VCE
sca® study a variety of subjects and have varied interests

The basics of scaling: an example 1. The average VCE study score

for all studies is 30. Therefore,

Chemistry VCE study scores are

calculated with a fixed average
A of 30,

2. VTAC analyses the performance
of Chemistry students in all their
other studies, and calculates their

Average overall average—across all their
performance of Average scaled study studies. In this example Chemistry
13 IR Chemistry students } score for Chemistry - students overall average is 35.
across all other is 35 3. Because the overall average
Average VCE study » studies is 35 for Chemistry students is higher
30l... scoreforallstudies Y ___ .. than 30, we can see that it was
is 30 harder for Chemistry students to

obtain the average (or above) in
Chemistry than it was in their other
studies. This means, to be fair, the
average for Chemistry needs to be
adjusted to the new average of 35.

» 4. All Chemistry study scores are

Note: This diagram uses simplified figures and processes for the purpose of clarity. Refer to the details recalculated ground the average
elsewhere in this publication and on the VTAC website for more details about the scaling process. of 35, producing scaled study
scores for the study.

Adapted from: VTAC 2023 and UAC 2022

Entry Requirements - Prerequisites

As important as the ATAR, students’ English and other prerequisite subject study scores are essential for
admission to most courses. These are usually in English and Mathematics but can involve alternative or extra
requirement such as folio presentations, interviews, pre-selection kits or tests. Even if a student achieves an
ATAR high enough for selection into their dream course, they will not be selected if they do not meet the
subject prerequisites.

Please keep prerequisites in mind when selecting subjects and refer to either the VTAC Prerequisites for 2026
which is organised by institution, or the Year 10 guide to VCE subject selection for 2026 university entry.

If a university course has subject prerequisites, it is because it is assumed knowledge and there will be more
content related to that subject throughout the course. There is no one set of entrance requirements that
covers all tertiary institutions and there are also differences among individual universities. For example,
Accounting at Monash Clayton requires completion of Units 3&4 Mathematical Methods with a study score of
25 while Accounting at Monash Caulfield requires Units 3&4 General Mathematics with a 25.

English and Mathematics

For most courses, the required study score in English is 25 and 30 for EAL, however this varies slightly
between institutions and courses. If a student does not meet the English/EAL prerequisite, institution and
course options will be extremely limited.

Mathematics can also be an important prerequisite for many courses. In general, BHHS encourages students
to continue Mathematics into Year 11 to keep their options open. However, it is important the level of
Mathematics a student chooses matches their ability. Year 10 students should seek the advice of their current
Mathematics teacher and select the level of Mathematics they have been recommended for. Students who
request a Mathematics subject change in Year 11 may not always be able to be accommodated due to
timetabling and class number constraints.
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https://www.vtac.edu.au/files/pdf/publications/prerequisites_for_2025.pdf
https://www.vtac.edu.au/before/guides/y10guide.html#introduction

In the time between selecting VCE subjects and applying to TAFE or university entry requirements and
prerequisites can change, or a student may miss out on meeting the requirements. For these reasons, it is
important for students to know which alternative routes or ‘study pathways’ can also lead to their dream
destinations.

Pathways and Employment

There are many ways to reach your goals. Sometimes the path is direct, sometimes not. The chart below
highlights the many ways in which you can engage with training, education, and further study to reach your
employment goals.

Don't forget that our careers team is a wealth of knowledge! You can schedule an appointment with the team
to go over questions or concerns, and to find out more about your opportunities.

Vocational Training and Higher Education
Education (VET) (university)
( Kinder/ Preschool \ ( Certificate | \ ,A Diploma \
Primary School Certificate Il & —p Advanced Diploma
—b> . . 7
> Pre Apprenticeships
Secondary School ,'—' Associate Degree
) -
Years7-9 . Certificate lll &
Apprenticeships —> Undergraduate Degree
Year 10 >
— Certificate IV Graduate Certificate
Senior Certificates
Years 11 & 12 —b Diploma Graduate Diploma
) Advanced Diploma __~ Master D ergifeveys Map 2023
\ Doctorate /

—

v

! ]

Workplace Experiences

}

Workplace Experiences Workplace Experiences

Volunteering Volunteering Volunteering
Work Experience Work Based Learning Internships
Structured Workplace Learning Traineeships Work Integrated Learning

School-Based Apprenticeships & Apprenticeships Research projects

Traineeships

N
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Senior School (VCE)

Year 11

Year 12

English English
English Language English Language
Engllsh Literature Literature
Bridging EAL EAL
EAL
General Mathematics General Mathematics
Mathematics Mathematical Methods Mathematical Methods
Specialist Mathematics Specialist Mathematics
Biology Biology
. Chemistry Chemistry
Science Physics Physics
Psychology Psychology
Accounting Accounting
Business Management Business Management
Economics Economics
Humanities Geography Geography
History History
Legal Studies Legal Studies
Politics Politics
Health & Human Development Health & Human Development
Health & PE Physical Education Physical Education
Drama (not running in 2026) Drama
Media Media
Arts Music Performance Music Performance
Art Making & Exhibiting Art Making & Exhibiting
Visual Communication Design (VCD) Visual Communication Design (VCD)
Chinese Second Language Chinese Second Language
Chinese Second Language Advanced Chinese Second Language Advanced
Languages Chinese First Language Chinese First Language
German German
Technology Systems Engineering
Literacy Literacy
Numeracy Numeracy

Vocational Major

Work Related Skills
Personal Development Skills

Work Related Skills
Personal Development Skills
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ENGLISH
Area of Study

Unit 1 Unit 2

AOS 1: Reading and exploring texts AOS 1: Reading and exploring texts
AOS 2: Crafting texts AOS 2: Exploring argument

Unit 3 Unit 4

AOS 1: Reading and Responding to Texts AOS 1: Reading and responding to texts
AOS 2: Creating texts AOS 2: Analysing Argument

Sequence

This subject can be completed on its own to meet the English requirement for VCE, or in conjunction with
English Language Units 1-4, or Literature Units 1-4 as an additional English subject.

Practical / Fundamental Features

VCE English focuses on how English language is used to create meaning in written, spoken and multimodal texts
of varying complexity. Literary texts selected for study are drawn from the past and present, from Australia and
from other cultures. Other texts are selected for analysis and presentation of argument. Students are expected
to read, respond to, analyse, and create a range of literary and persuasive texts.

Additional Information

Assessment Formats:

Analytical text response essays

Crafted piece in response to a stimulus and written commentary
Analysing argument essay in response to unseen persuasive texts
Persuasive oral presentation

In year 11, students complete an exam at the end of both Units 1 and 2 (90 minutes writing, 10 minutes
reading).

In year 12, students will complete a mid-year practice exam (120 minutes) and another practice exam in the
September holidays (180 minutes).

The final VCE exam is 180 minutes with 15 minutes of reading time.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Area of Study

Unit 1: Language and communication Unit 2: Language Change

AOS1: Nature and Function of Language AOS1: English Across Time

AOS2: Language Acquisition AOS2: Englishes in Context

Unit 3: Language variation and purpose Unit 4: Language variation and identity

AOS1: Informal Language AOS1: Language Variation in Australian society
AOS2: Formal Language AOS2: Individual and Group identities

Sequence

This subject can be completed on its own to meet the English requirement for VCE, or in conjunction with
English Units 1-4, or Literature Units 1-4 as an additional English subject.

Practical / Fundamental Features

Involves engaging with the use of English in Australia, specifically the public domain (government, media and
news) as well as looking at Australian culture and its relationship to language used by Australians.

This subject is analytical, requiring you look at language structure and choices and to connect these to different
linguistic and social linguistic concepts and ideas.

This subject requires you to learn a set of language specific terminology to be able to discuss language choices
and features through a linguistic lens.

Additional Information

Assessment formats: Units 1&2: You will complete 1 outcome per AOS, as well as 1

- Short Answer Questions exam per semester (100 minutes, 2 sections)

- Analytical Commentary

- Expository Essay Units 3&4: You will complete 1 SAC per AQS, as well as an end of
- Presentations year exam (2hrs + reading time, 3 sections)

- Research Report

Please note that this is a specialist English subject - we recommend you choose this subject if English is a strength of
yours and you find linguistics interesting. Please speak with your English teacher or an English Language teacher if
you have questions. Current VCE English Language teachers are Ms Longden, Ms Anderson (ALE) and Ms Maxwell.

GAPP students and recommended Year 10 Students can complete Units 1-2 at the same time as Year 10
English if they choose this as their VCE elective. They are then expected to complete Units 3-4 of EL while
completing Unit 1-2 of English or Literature when they are in Year 11.

English Language Units 3 & 4 requires you to have either done Units 1 & 2 as a pre-requisite or to also be
undertaking Units 3 & 4 of English at the same time. Please consult your English teacher if considering this.
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ENGLISH LITERATURE
Area of Study

Unit 1: Unit 2:

AOS1: Reading practices AQOS1: Voices of Country

AQOS2: Exploration of literary movements and AQOS2: The text in its context
genres

Unit 3: Unit 4:

AOS1: Adaptations and transformations AQOS1: Creative responses to texts
AQOS2: Developing interpretations AQOS2: Close analysis of texts

Sequence

This subject can be completed on its own to meet the English requirement for VCE, or in conjunction with
English Units 1-4, or Literature Units 1-4 as an additional English subject.

Practical / Fundamental Features

Reading and analysis of fictional texts of different form, genre and historical context.

Close analysis of literary features and construction elements, looking at how a writer’s choices affect meaning
and using this to develop interpretations regarding the broader ideas and impact of the text.

Investigation of the views and values reflected in texts, looking at what texts reveal about the attitudes of their
writers and the time periods in which they were written.

Examination of the multiple interpretations that can be formed of a text and applying secondary readings to
approach a text in different ways.

Additional Information

Assessment formats: Units 1&2: You will complete 1, or occasionally 2, outcomes per
- Passage Analysis AQS, as well as 1 exam per semester (100 minutes, 1 section in

- Extended response Semester 1, 2 sections in Semester 2)

- Creative Response and

Reflective Commentary Units 3&4: You will complete 1, or occasionally 2, SACs per AOS,

as well as an end of year exam (2hrs + reading time, 2 sections)

Please note that this is a specialist English subject - we recommend you choose this subject if English is a strength of
yours and if you enjoy analytical or critical examinations of texts. Please speak with your English teacher or a
Literature teacher if you have questions. Current VCE Literature teachers are Ms Rice and Ms Metcalfe.

Literature Units 3 & 4 requires you to have either done Units 1 & 2 as a pre-requisite or to also be
undertaking Units 3 & 4 of English at the same time. Please consult your English teacher if considering this.
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ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE
Area of Study

Unit 1 Unit 2

AOS1: Reading and Exploring Texts AQOS1: Reading and Exploring Texts

AOS2: Crafting and exploring texts AOS2: Exploring Argument

Unit 3 Unit 4

AOS1: Reading and Responding to Texts AOS1: Reading and Responding to Texts
AQOS2: Creating Texts AOS2: Analysing Argument

Sequence

Students must meet the VCAA requirements for entry into EAL. These requirements concern the length of time
students have spent in Australia and the type of English language instruction they have previously received. If
they are met, students complete EAL Units 1 and 2 in Year 11, then Units 3 and 4 in Year 12. See the Senior
Engagement team for more information on eligibility.

Year 11 students who wish to study EAL in Year 12 will be provided with an application form at course advising
which they must return to the Senior Engagement Team by for processing and approval from VCAA. The
application form requires students to provide evidence (e.g., passport with date of entry stamp, evidence of
language of instruction) to support their application.

Practical / Fundamental Features

VCE English as an Additional Language focuses on how English language is used to create meaning in written,
spoken and multimodal texts of varying complexity. Literary texts selected for study are drawn from the past
and present, from Australia and from other cultures. Other texts are selected for analysis and presentation of
argument. Students will need to engage in a wide range of reading, writing, speaking and listening tasks in
response to a variety of texts.

Additional Information

e Active participation in class discussion e Oral presentation of a point of view on a
e Analytical and personal responses current issue

e Annotating texts e Writing folio

e Essayresponses e  Written exam

e Short answer question responses

All university courses require a subject from the English family of subjects as a pre-requisite for entry and EAL
can be used to meet this requirement. Where a particular study score is required, the required study score for
students who complete EAL is typically higher than that of students completing English. Some universities may
require a study score in EAL of at least 30 for entrance into specific courses. Students should check the pre-
requisites for the courses they are interested in or talk to our careers team for more information.
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BRIDGING ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE
Area of Study

Unit 1: Unit 2
AOS1: English for Every day AOS1: English for Self Expression
AOS2: English for Academic Purposes AOS2: English in the Media

Sequence

This subject is made up of Units 1 and 2. There is no Units 3 and 4 in this sequence. This subject should be taken
as well as English as an Additional Language Units 1 and 2. Bridging EAL is designed to support students as they
enter VCE English as an Additional Language.

Practical / Fundamental Features

In this subject, students build their understanding of how spoken and written Standard Australian English (SAE)
is used to communicate effectively in a variety of contexts and for a range of purposes. Students develop the
ability to listen, speak, read and write for everyday and academic purposes. They explore how language features,
structures and conventions can be used to express ideas and opinions, and to create their own spoken and
written texts.

Additional Information

e Active participation in class e Analysis of a film study

e Annotating texts e Develop a presentation, sharing a personal
e Essay responses experience.

e Short answer question responses

There is no Unit 3 or 4 sequence. This subject is designed to consolidate students’ language skills and to
complement their study of English as an Additional Language. This subject is designed to help students who may
need extra support with their English language skills. Students are provided with focused, one-on-one assistance
in a smaller group setting.
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DRAMA (Units 1&2 not offered in 2026)
Area of Study

Drama focuses on the creation and performance of characters and stories that communicate ideas, meaning
and messages. We use creative processes, a range of stimulus material and play-making techniques to develop
and present devised work. Students learn about and draw on a range of performance styles relevant to practices
of ritual and story-telling, contemporary drama practice and the work of significant drama practitioners. We
explore characteristics of performance and manipulate conventions, dramatic elements and production areas.
Students use performance skills and expressive skills to explore and develop characters. We also view
professional theatre productions, analysing the development and performances of drama practitioners.

Unit 1: Introducing Performance Styles Unit 2: Australian Identity

AOS1: Creating a Devised Performance AOS1: Using Australia as Inspiration

AOS2: Presenting a Devised Performance AQOS2: Presenting a Devised Performance

AOS3: Analysing a Devised Performance AOS3: Analysing a Devised Performance

AOS4: Analysing a Professional Drama AQOS4: Analysing an Australian Drama Performance

Performance

Unit 3: Devised Ensemble Performance Unit 4: Devised Solo Performance

AOS1: Devising and Presenting Ensemble AOS1: Demonstrating Techniques of Solo
Performance Performance

AOS2: Analysing a Devised Ensemble Performance AQOS2: Devising a Solo Performance

AOS3: Analysing and Evaluating Professional AQOS3: Analysing and Evaluating a Devised Solo
Drama Performance Performance

Sequence

Units 1-4 Drama build on the skills and knowledge introduced in Years 8 to 10 Drama.

Practical / Fundamental Features ‘

= Creation of Characters = Industry Documentation [scripts, blocking]

= Use of Production Areas [lighting, costume, etc.] = Play-making

=  Development and presentation of stories = Experiencing a wide range of performance styles
= Analysis of dramatic works [Eclectic, Naturalistic, Brechtian, etc.]

Additional Information

Study score is calculated 40% from school assessed coursework, 35% from an externally assessed solo
performance and 25% from the written examination.

Do I need to be good at performing? Yes, but you will be taught how to harness expressive and performance
skills to present your ideas. When you are required to produce performances, you will be given the
opportunity to present your work in ensemble groups as well as solo performances to a small, invited

audience.

Can | skip from Year 9 to Year 11 Drama? Yes. However, Drama in Year 10 develops core performance skills
and knowledge, which will be of benefit before undertaking VCE Drama so we recommend taking Year 10
where possible.

Who should do Drama? Students with an interest in performance, productions, stories, satire or social
commentary.

Drama Unit 3 & 4 requires Unit 1 & 2 as a pre-requisite.
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MEDIA
Area of Study

Media provides students with the opportunity to examine the media in both historical and contemporary
contexts while developing skills in media design and production in a range of media forms. Central to this course
is the study of the increasingly complex relationship between the media and audiences, with the intent of
developing critical analysis skills that are applicable to all the forms of media that seemingly dominate our lives.

In each semester, you will complete an analysis of media products, explore the social implications of the work
and be inspired in your own production of collaborative and individually created media artworks. Each unit will
enable you to develop confidence, curiosity, imagination and enjoyment through an engagement with media
production processes.

Unit 1: Media Forms, Representations and Australian Unit 2: Narrative Across Media Forms

Stories AOS1: Narrative, Style and Genre
AOS1: Media Representations AOS2: Narratives in Production
AOS2: Media Forms in Production AOS3: Media and Change
AOS3: Australian Stories
Unit 3: Media Narratives and Pre-Production Unit 4: Media Production and Issues in the Media
AOS1: Narrative and Ideology AOS1: Media Production
AOS2: Media Production Development AOS2: Agency and Control in and of the Media

AOS3: Media Production Design

Sequence

Units 1-4 Media builds on the skills and knowledge introduced in Years 7 to 10 VCD and 9 Photography and
Media.

Practical / Fundamental Features ‘

»=  Camera Techniques [filming, focusing, framing] = |ndustry Documentation [scripts, storyboards]

= Editing Techniques [cuts, correction, sound] = Using the Production Process

= Visual Composition [mise en scene] = Creation of a wide range of media products

=  Media product Analysis [film, posters, podcasts, advertisements,
documentary]

Additional Information

Assessment formats:

=  Media Products
=  Media Production Design Plans
= Formal Written Analysis [outcomes and exam]

Do I need to be good at making films? You will be taught how to use media equipment and develop your ideas.
When you are required to produce a media artwork, you will also be able to make use of other products,
including photo essays, magazine spreads, podcasts, etc.

Can | skip from Year 9 to Year 11 Media? Yes. However, Media in Year 10 develops core skills and understanding
of Media, which will be of benefit before undertaking VCE Media.
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MUSIC PERFORMANCE
Area of Study

All tasks in Unit 1-4 of Music Performance are aimed to help you to perform at your best. You will choose an
instrument to focus on and prepare solo and/or group repertoire to perform in class and for assessments. In
Unit 3 & 4 you will focus on performing primarily as either a soloist or as a group in preparation for the end of
year Performance Exam.

You will work to analyse your repertoire and develop skills to play a wide variety of styles on your chosen
instrument. You will learn to develop you understanding of Music Language skills to develop critical listening,
which allows you to develop your own interpretation of the music you are playing. This will involve learning
music theory concepts, aural training, and analysing music.

You will use Music Language knowledge to arrange and compose your own music.

Unit 1 & 2: Music Performance Unit 3 & 4: Music Performance
AOS1: Performance AOS1: Performance

AOS2: Preparing for performance AOS2: Preparing for performance
AOS3: Music language AOS3: Music language

At the end of Unit 4, students complete several exams: performance, aural and written.

Sequence
Units 1-4 Music Performance builds on the skills and knowledge introduced in Years 7 to 10 Music.

Practical / Fundamental Features ‘

= Performing in different contexts =  Arranging and composing music
=  Transcribing melodies and rhythms =  Working with others to perform music
= Learning a range of styles of music

Additional Information

= Experience playing a musical instrument at AMEB Grade 4 Level or equivalent required
= Regular instrumental lessons on your chosen instrument required

Can | skip from Year 9 to Year 11 Music Performance? Generally, no. While the skills you have developed in
Year 9 will be benefit you for Year 11 Music Performance, the extra year of playing and performing on your
chosen instrument in Year 10 Music is key to developing skills and understanding for VCE.

Unit 3 & 4 Music requires Unit 1 & 2 as a pre-requisite.
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ART MAKING AND EXHIBITING
Area of Study

VCE Art Making and Exhibiting introduces students to the role and practices of artists in society. Students
develop an understanding of the way artists work in a range of cultures and periods of time, the artists’
perceptions, beliefs and actions and their relationship with the viewer. Student research focuses on critical,
reflective and creative thinking, the visual analysis of artworks and the investigation of how artists have
interpreted sources of inspiration and influences in their art making. Students examine how artists develop their
practice and have used materials, techniques and processes to create aesthetic qualities in artworks. Visiting a
variety of art exhibition spaces is integral to the student’s artistic and creative development. Students research
aspects of the art industry including the presentation, conservation and marketing of artworks

Unit 1: Explore, expand and investigate Unit 2: Understand, develop and resolve

AOS1: Explore - materials, techniques and art AOS1: Understand - ideas, artworks and exhibition
forms AOS2: Develop - theme, aesthetic qualities and
AOS2: Expand - make, present and reflect style

AOS3: Investigate - research and present AOS3: Resolve - ideas, subject matter and style
Unit 3: Collect, extend and connect Unit 4: Consolidate, present and conserve

AOS1: Collect - inspirations, influences and AOS1: Consolidate - refine and resolve

images AOS2: Present - plan and critique

AOS2: Extend - make, critique and reflect AOS3: Conserve - present and care

AOS3: Connect - curate, design and propose

Sequence

Units 1-4 Art Making and Exhibiting builds on skills and knowledge introduced in Years 7 to 9 Art/3D Art, and
Year 10 Art

Practical / Fundamental Features ‘

= Media explorations = Developing a folio

=  Manual and digital technical skills = |dentifying a range of artistic inspiration
=  Documenting the Art making process = Gallery considerations

= Resolving and refining finished artworks = Roles of gallery staff

= Manual and digital folios = Written Art theory tasks

=  Finished artwork/s

Additional Information

Do I need to be good at Art? Art comes in a variety of forms, both 2D and 3D. You will be given the
opportunity to explore a wide range of media and materials (manually and digitally) to challenge your skills and
develop your experience and strengths.

Can | skip from Year 9 to Year 11 Art Making and Exhibiting? You are able to gain early entry to VCE Art with
recommendations from your Year 9 Art teachers.
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VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN
Area of Study

In Visual Communication Design (VCD), you will explore three separate fields of design: communication,
industrial and environmental. While each have their own specific conventions, skills and knowledge, the skills
you develop in one field will benefit the others. In each semester, you will complete a number of briefs, each
around five weeks, covering architecture, product design, package and print design. These briefs will enable you
to develop confidence, curiosity, imagination and enjoyment through an engagement with visual communication
design practices. You will also explore the role of the designer in past and contemporary contexts. You will
investigate where designers get their ideas from and how they respond to the needs of their time and place.

Unit 1: Finding, reframing and resolving design

problems Unit 2: Design contexts and connections
AOS1: Reframing design problems AOS1: Design, place and time
AOS2: Solving communication design problems AOS2: Cultural ownership and design

AOS3: Design’s influence and influences on design  AOS3: Designing interactive experiences

Unit 3: Visual communication in design practice Unit 4: Delivering design solutions

AOS1: Professional design practice AOS1: Design process: refining and resolving
AOS2: Design analysis design concepts

AOS3: Design process: defining problems and AOS2: Presenting design solutions

developing ideas

Sequence

Units 1-4 VCD builds on the skills and knowledge introduced in Years 7 to 10 VCD.

Practical / Fundamental Features

= Freehand drawing and rendering = Concept model making

= Technical drawing = Using the design process

= Digital design = Experimentation with a wide range of methods,
= Design thinking and problem solving media and materials.

Additional Information

Assessment formats: Manual and digital folios, Written investigation tasks, Exam (written and practical
questions).

Do I need to be good at drawing?

You will be taught how to use drawing to generate and develop ideas. When you are required to produce final
presentations, you will also be able to make use of other methods, including photography, digital and model
making.

Can | skip from Year 9 to Year 11 VCD?
While the skills you have developed in Year 9 will be benefit you for Year 11 VCD, the extra year of VCD in
Year 10 will allow you to develop greater understanding and skill development, without the pressure of VCE.
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HEALTH & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
Area of Study

Unit 2: Managing health and development
Unit 1: Understanding health and wellbeing AOS 1: Developmental transitions
AOS 1: Health perspectives and influences AOS 2: Health care in Australia
AOS 2: Health and nutrition
AOS 3: Youth health and wellbeing

Unit 3: Australia’s health in a globalized world Unit 4: Health and human development in a global

AOS 1: Understanding health and wellbeing context

AOS 2: Promoting health and wellbeing AOS 1: Health and wellbeing in a global context
AOS 2: Health and the Sustainable Development
Goals

In Health, students examine the concepts of health and wellbeing, health status and human development and
how these are related to biological, sociocultural and environmental factors. Students consider the interaction
between these factors and learn that health and human development is complex and influenced by the
settings in which people are born, grow, live, work and age. Students consider Australian and global contexts
as they investigate health outcomes and examine the Australian healthcare system to help evaluate what is
being done to address health inequity and inequality. They examine and evaluate the work of global health
organisations and the Australian Government’s overseas aid program.

Sequence

U1&2 HHD can be taken early in Year 10 as the content/skills are accessible for earlier year levels.

Practical / Fundamental Features

= Junior HPE splits into two subjects at a senior level, namely Health & Human Development and Physical
Education. This subject of Health and Human Development will look at aspects that impact levels of health
in individuals and in the community

=  VCE Health and Human Development provides students with broad understandings of health and wellbeing
that reach far beyond the individual. Students learn how important health and wellbeing is to themselves
and to families, communities, nations and global society.

= This subject has a wide range of classroom activities including games, group work, excursions, and analysis
of real-world problems, videos and media clips.

Additional Information

Some subjects that have similarities to HHD are:

= Psychology- Has a very similar answering technique and style of writing

= Geography- Covers similar global topics like water programs, health epidemics, knowledge of all countries
locations and the environment

= Economics- Both look at the global marketing of products, country economies, funding for foreign aid and
socio-economic factors that affect individual lives

= Biology- Both look at major diseases, the influence of nutrition and exercise on the body and the process
of physical development

= PE- Both look at nutrition and body systems as well as having a very similar answering technique and style
of writing

If you would like any further information, please speak to any of the current VCE HHD teachers.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Area of Study

Unit 1: The Human Body in Motion Unit 3: Movement Skills and Energy for Physical
AOS 1: How does the musculoskeletal system work  Activity

to produce movement? AOS 1: How are movement skills improved?

AOS 2: How does the cardiorespiratory system AOS 2: How does the body produce energy?
function at rest and during physical activity?

Unit 2: Physical Activity, Sport & Society Unit 4: Training to Improve Performance

AOS 1: What are the relationships between physical AOS 1: What are the foundations of an effective
activity, sport, health and society? training program?

AOS 2: What are the contemporary issues AOS 2: How is training implemented effectively to
associated with physical activity and sport? improve fitness?

Sequence

Units 1-4 Physical Education builds on the skills and knowledge introduced in Years 7 to 10.
It is possible to take Units 1&2 in Year 10.

Practical / Fundamental Features

= Junior HPE splits into two subjects at a senior level, namely Health & Human Development and Physical
Education. This subject of Physical Education is an applied science; if you found studying Key Areas of
Fitness and Body Systems in Year 9 HPE interesting, then you will enjoy VCE Physical Education.

= PE is one of the few VCE subjects that applies learning within practical and laboratory sessions. This
includes exciting excursions and incursions opportunities such as wheelchair basketball and training within
an elite sporting environment.

Additional Information

= A passion for sport and physical activity is encouraged, but by no means is it a requirement.

= A key component of this course is being physically active. You will therefore require the BHHS PE uniform.

= There are no prerequisites required to study Units 3&4. This means that although it is recommended, you
do not have to complete Year 10 PE or Units 1&2 before studying Units 3&4.

If you would like any further information, please speak to any of the current VCE Physical Education teachers:
Mr Howlett, Mr Lethborg or Mr Snow.
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ACCOUNTING
Area of Study

VCE Accounting explores the financial recording, reporting, analysis and decision-making processes of a small
business. Students collect, record, report and analyse financial data, and report, classify, verify and interpret
accounting information, using both manual methods and technology (ICT). Students apply critical thinking skills
to a range of business situations to provide accounting advice to business owners, taking into account both
financial and ethical considerations.

Area of Study Outline:

In Accounting, you will explore the role of accounting in business success or failure and evaluate the
performance of the business using financial and non-financial information. The complexity of recording and
reporting data increases over four units.

Unit 1: Role of accounting in business Unit 2: Accounting and decision-making for a
AOS 1: The Role of Accounting trading business
AOS 2: Recording financial data and reporting AOS 1: Accounting for inventory
accounting information for a service AOS 2: Accounting for and managing accounts
business receivable and accounts payable
AOS 3: Accounting for and managing non-current
assets

Unit 3: Financial accounting for a trading business  Unit 4: Recording, reporting, budgeting and

AOS 1: Recording and analysing financial data decision-making
AOS 2: Preparing and interpreting accounting AOS 1: Extension of recording and reporting
reports AOS 2: Budgeting and decision-making

Sequence

There are no prerequisites for Units 1&2. It is essential that students complete Units 1&2 prior to undertaking
Units 3&4.

Practical / Fundamental Features

Assessment: Assessments are a combination of structured questions and reports, both written and using ICT.*
*ICT: Each unit of VCE Accounting involves student application of ICT to record transactions; to create reports,
graphical representations and visualisations; and to model alternative scenarios. In Units 3 and 4 SACs must be
a minimum of 30% ICT. These are typically spreadsheet-based case studies or a folio of exercises.

Additional Information

Accounting is highly process-oriented; there is a focus on rules and their step-by-step application to case
material.

Critical interpretation of numbers and data is the primary focus, rather than calculation. Essential skills include
basic numeracy, Microsoft Excel, and the ability to interpret graphs and charts.

Note that 30-40% of the examination and internal assessments are theory based, including higher-order
thinking, analysis and evaluation of business decisions and outcomes.

Accounting Unit 3 & 4 requires Unit 1 & 2 as a pre-requisite.
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BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
Area of Study

VCE Business Management examines the ways businesses manage resources to achieve objectives. The
course follows the process from the first idea for a business concept, to planning and establishing a business,
through to the day-to-day management of a business. It also considers changes that need to be made to
ensure continued success of a business. Students develop an understanding of the complexity of the
challenges facing decision makers in managing these resources. Students then focus on a business’ corporate
culture, management styles, management skills and strategies to achieve objectives. They then analyse and
evaluate a variety of change strategies to improve business performance.

Area of Study Outline:

Unit 1: Planning a Business: Unit 2: Establishing a Business
AOS 1: The Business Idea AOS 1: Legal requirements and financial
AOS 2: The Internal Environment considerations
AOS 3: The External Environment AOS 2: Marketing a business
AOS 3: Staffing a Business
Unit 3: Managing a Business Unit 4: Transforming a Business
AOS 1: Business Foundations AOS 1: Reviewing performance - the need for
AOS 2: Managing Employees change
AOS 3: Operations Management AOS 2: Implementing Change

Sequence

Units 3&4 can be completed without Units 1&2. Students often undertake Units 3&4 in Year 11.

Practical / Fundamental Features

Units 1&2: Major assessments include a group Market Day project, and Multimedia Marketing Plan for a new
product/service.*

Units 3&4: SACs are entirely short-answer written responses. Excursion in Unit 3 to a working business to
examine operations management and technology.*

*Excursions and assessments may vary year to year.

Additional Information

Essential skills include applying course content to case study material and writing succinctly while responding
appropriately to key action words.
The content is not complex or difficult, but there is a significant amount of information to be absorbed.
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ECONOMICS
Area of Study

Economics is the study of how resources are allocated to meet the needs and wants of society. It attempts to
explain how and why individuals behave the way they do and the consequences of their decision making.
Studying Economics as a social science enables students to gain valuable insight into the economic problems
that they may face on an individual basis and collectively as a society to meet the needs and wants of citizens
and may therefore assist them in making more informed and responsible decisions. Students start by exploring
their role in the economy, how they interact with businesses and the way economic models and theories have
been developed to explain the causes and effects of human action. They focus on the possible trade-off between
the pursuit of growth in incomes and production and the goal of environmental sustainability and long-term
economic prosperity.

Unit 1: The Behaviour of Consumers and Unit 2: Contemporary economic issues
Businesses AQS 1: Economic growth, long-term economic
AOS 1: Thinking like an economist prosperity and environmental sustainability
AOS 2: Decision making in markets AQS 2: Economic efficiency and equity
AOS 3: Global economic issues

Unit 3: Australia’s economic prosperity Unit 4: Managing the economy
AOS 1: Anintroduction to microeconomics: the AQOS 1: Aggregate demand policies and domestic

market system, resource allocation and economic stability

government intervention AQS 2: Aggregate supply policies

AOS 2: Domestic macroeconomic goals
AOS 3: Australia and the world economy

Sequence

Ideally students complete all Units in order from 1 to 4, although Units 3&4 can be completed without Units
1&2.

Practical / Fundamental Features

Units 1&2: Assessments include a blog on current news, a test, and an investigative report. Excursion to RMIT
Behavioural Economics Lab.*

Units 3&4: SACs are a combination of multiple choice and short-answer written responses. Excursion to
Reserve Bank of Australia regarding monetary policy and the state of the economy.*

*Excursions and assessments may vary year to year. Excursions could include the RBA and online events.

Additional Information

Essential skills include an ability to keep up to date with current events, reading the news, interpreting graphs
and charts, and basic numeracy. Much of the content is reasoning based, with a cause-and-effect structure.
For example, if the interest rate rises, who/what would be affected and why? Ideally, students are vocal in
class, participating actively in discussions and debates around economic issues.
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GEOGRAPHY
Area of Study

The study of Geography is a structured way of exploring, analysing and understanding the characteristics of
places that make up our world. Geographers are interested in key questions concerning places and geographic
phenomena: What is there? Why is it there? What are the effects of it being there? How is it changing over
time and how could, and should, it change in the future? Students explore these questions through fieldwork
and investigation of a wide range of secondary sources. Students collect their own data and design their own
research methods for investigating geographic change. These methods underpin the development of a unique
framework for understanding the world, enabling students to appreciate its complexity, the diversity and
interactions of its environments, economies and cultures, and the processes that helped form and transform
them.

Unit 1: Hazards and disasters: Unit 2: Tourism

AOS 1: Characteristics of hazards AOS 1: Characteristics of tourism

AOS 2: Responses to hazards and disasters AOS 2: Impacts of tourism

Unit 3: Changing the land Unit 4: Human Population - trends and issues
AOS 1: Land use change AOS 1: Population dynamics

AOS 2: Land cover change AOS 2: Population issues and challenges

Sequence

Ideally students complete all Units in order from 1 to 4, although Units 3&4 can be completed without Units
1&2.

Practical / Fundamental Features

Units 1&2: Outcomes include two fieldwork day trips and reports, structured questions, and analysis of
geographic data.

Units 3&4: SACs are written, with a combination of short-answer and extended-response questions.
Structured question tests, analysis of geographic data, and a fieldwork day trip with accompanying report on
findings.

Fieldwork: Locations can vary each year but are likely to include a daytrip to Kinglake National Park and
Melbourne CBD.

Additional Information

= The content is not complex or difficult, but there is a significant amount of information to be absorbed
relating to case studies and countries.
= A curious and inquisitive mind, an interest in global issues and a sense of wonder is required.

VCE Handbook 2026 36



HISTORY
Area of Study

History is a dynamic discipline that involves structured inquiry into the human actions, forces and conditions
(social, political, economic, cultural, environmental and technological) that have shaped the past and present.
VCE History assists students to understand themselves, others, and the contemporary world, and broadens their
perspective by examining events, ideas, individuals, groups and movements.

In Modern History students explore the nature of political, social and cultural change in the period between the
World Wars. Additionally, students explore the causes and consequences of the Cold War, and the causes,
impact and spread of global terrorism in the second half of the twentieth century.

In History: Revolutions, students develop an understanding of the complexity of causes and consequences in
the revolutionary narrative. They examine and evaluate the extent to which the revolution brought change to
the lives of people. Additionally, they consider how perspectives of the revolution give an insight into the
continuity and change experienced by those who lived through dramatic revolutionary moments

Unit 1: Change and Conflict Unit 2: The Changing World Order
AOS 1: Ideology and Conflict AOS 1: Causes, course and consequences of the Cold
AOS 2: Social and Cultural Change War
AQS 2: Challenge and Change
Unit 3: The Russian Revolution Unit 4: The Chinese Revolution
AOS 1: Causes of the Revolution AOS 1: Causes of the Revolution
AOS 2: Consequences of the Revolution AOS 2: Consequences of the Revolution

Sequence

VCE History builds on skills and knowledge from 7-10 History subjects.

Practical / Fundamental Features

Units 1&2: Outcomes are written and include source analysis tasks, historical inquiry, and essay writing.
Units 3&4: SACs are written and include source analysis tasks, historical inquiry, and essay writing.

Additional Information

Essential skills include an ability to ask historical questions in order to construct arguments, use sources as
evidence, and analyse past events, people, ideas and movements in depth. Students are encouraged to actively
participate in class discussions and activities, and consistently develop their writing skills.
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LEGAL STUDIES
Area of Study

VCE Legal Studies examines the institutions and principles which are essential to Australia’s legal system.
Students develop an understanding of the rule of law, law-makers, key legal institutions, rights protection in
Australia, and the justice system. Students begin with an investigation of the key concepts of criminal and civil
law, and apply these to scenarios. They examine the methods and institutions that may be used to determine a
criminal case or resolve a civil dispute, and the purposes and types of sanctions and remedies and their
effectiveness. Students examine the Victorian court hierarchy and investigate the extent to which the
principles of justice are upheld in the justice system. They then expand their view to the significance of the
High Court in protecting and interpreting the Australian Constitution, as well as the roles of the individual, the
media and law reform bodies in influencing law reform.

Unit 1: The presumption of innocence Unit 2: Wrongs and rights

AOS 1: Legal foundations AOS 1: Civil liability

AOS 2: Proving guilt AOS 2: Remedies

AOS 3: Sanctions AOS 3: Human rights

Unit 3: Rights and justice Unit 4: The people and the law

AOS 1: The Victorian criminal justice system AQOS 1: The people and the law makers
AOS 2: The Victorian civil justice system AQS 2: The people and reform

Sequence
There are no prerequisites for Units 1, 2 or 3. Units 3&4 can be completed without Units 1&2.

Practical / Fundamental Features

Units 1&2: Assessments include a range of tasks, including tests, reports and presentations. Excursion to the
Melbourne County & Supreme Courts.*

Units 3&4: SACs are written short-answer and extended response, based on course theory and case study
material.*

*Excursions and assessments may vary year to year. But where possible there is an excursion to the Supreme and
County Courts.

Additional Information

Essential skills include applying course content to case study material and responding appropriately to key action
words. The content is not complex or difficult, but there is a significant amount of information to be absorbed.
Ideally, students are vocal in class, participating actively in discussions and debates around legal issues.
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POLITICS
Area of Study

VCE Politics is a dynamic subject involving the study of contemporary power, conflict and cooperation in a world
that is characterised by unpredictability and constant change. In this study students investigate contemporary
issues of conflict, political stability and/or change within Australia, the Indo-Pacific region and globally. The study
of VCE Politics develops students’ ability to think politically in the context of increasing global
interconnectedness and the conflicts that arise due to tensions between political stability and change. Students
will develop their political views and understand those of others. VCE Politics introduces students to the
complexities of Australian society and the contemporary world by focusing on contemporary issues and crises.
This means examples and case studies selected for study should be ongoing or have occurred within the last 10
years.

Unit 1: Politics, power and political actors Unit 2: Democracy: stability and change
AOS 1: Power and national political actors AOS 1: Issues for Australia’s democracy
AOS 2: Power and global political actors AQS 2: Global challenges to democracy

Unit 3: Global cooperation and conflict Unit 4: Power in the Indo-Pacific

AOS 1: Global issues, global responses AQS 1: Power and the national interest

AOS 2: Global crises: conflict, stability and change AQS 2: Australia in the Indo-Pacific

Sequence

There are no prerequisites for Units 1&2. Units 3&4 can be completed without Units 1&2, but it is
recommended you complete Units 1&2.

Practical / Fundamental Features

Units 1&2: Outcomes vary and may include an exam with short-answer and long-answer questions, a political
inquiry on a topic of the student’s choice, analysis and evaluation of sources, etc.

Units 3&4: Each of the following assessment tasks will be completed at Year 12 level: a political inquiry, analysis
and evaluation of sources, extended responses, short-answer questions, an essay.

Additional Information

It is essential that students have an interest in exploring current political events. Ideally, prospective students
have strengths in expressing their ideas in written format and vocally in class and participating actively in
discussions and debates on political issues.
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CHINESE FIRST LANGUAGE
Area of Study

VCE Chinese First Language focuses on student participation in interpersonal communication, interpreting the
language of Chinese and literary work, and presenting personal ideas/opinions. Students develop and extend
skills in listening, speaking, reading, viewing and writing on a range of prescribed themes and topics.

Prescribed themes and topics:

Self and Others The Tradition and change in the Global issues
Chinese-speaking communities
Personal world Literature and the Arts Lifestyles
Contributing to the community Stories from the past Current issues
Education and aspirations Youth issues Studies of Australia

Sequence

Units 1 & 2 lead into Units 3 & 4. It is recommended that the Units 1-4 are completed in sequence without
extended breaks between units. Please speak with your Chinese teacher for advice.

Practical / Fundamental Features

The study is made up of four units. Each unit deals with language and specific content contained in the areas of
study. The content for each area of study is drawn from the prescribed list of themes and topics and designed
to enable students to achieve a set of outcomes for that unit.

Qutcomes
Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4
Establish and maintain a Participate in spoken or | Present and exchange Analyse and use
spoken or written exchange | written exchange information, opinions information from written
related to an issue of focusing on the and experiences and and viewed texts.
interest or concern. resolution of an issue. respond to questions.
Interpret and reorganise Produce a spoken or Analyse and use Respond critically to
information and ideas from | written response to information from spoken, viewed and
two texts on the same two texts on the same spoken and viewed written texts which
subtopic selected from a topic, selected from a texts. reflect aspects of
combination of spoken, combination of spoken, language and culture
viewed or written texts. viewed or written through the extended
texts. study.
Produce an imaginative Produce a personal or Express ideas through Exchange information,
piece in spoken or written informative spoken or the production of ideas and opinions in
form. written response to a original imaginative response to spoken,
fictional text. written texts. viewed and written texts
which reflect aspects of
language and culture
through the extended
study.

Skills / Requirements

There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a
sequence. VCE Chinese first language is designed for students who have studied the language for more than
seven years in a day school where the main language of instruction is Chinese.
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CHINESE SECOND LANGUAGE

Area of Study

VCE Chinese Second Language focuses on student participation in interpersonal communication, interpreting
the language of other speakers, and presenting information and ideas in Chinese on a range of themes and
topics. Students develop and extend skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing and viewing in Chinese in a
range of contexts and develop cultural understanding in interpreting and creating language.

Prescribed themes and topics:

The individual The Chinese-speaking communities The world around us
Personal identity History and culture Global and contemporary society
Relationships Arts and entertainment Communication and media
Education and aspirations Living in a Chinese-speaking The influence of science and
community technology

Sequence

Units 1 & 2 lead into Units 3 & 4. Typically, students do not take Units 3 & 4 without having completed 1 & 2.
Students are not encouraged to take breaks between units. Please speak with your teacher for advice.

Practical / Fundamental Features

The study is made up of four units. Each unit deals with language and specific content contained in the areas of
study. The content for each area of study is drawn from the prescribed list of themes and topics and is designed
to enable students to achieve a set of outcomes for that unit.

Area of Study Outcomes
Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4
Interpersonal Establish and maintain an Respond in writing in Participate in a spoken A three- to four-minute
Communication informal, personal, spoken Chinese to spoken, written exchange in Chinese to interview about a cultural
interaction in Chinese on a or visual texts. resolve a personal issue. product or practice.
selected subtopic.
Interpretative Interpret information from two Analyse and use information Interpret information from An approximately 250-character
Communication texts (written, spoken or audio- from written, spoken or three or more texts (written, written response for a specific
visual) on the same subtopic visual texts to produce an spoken and viewed) and audience and purpose,
presented in Chinese and respond extended written response in | respond in Chinese to incorporating information from
in writing in English and in Chinese. questions or instructions. three or more texts.
Chinese.
Presentational Present information, concepts Explain information, ideas Write a 200-character An approximately 300-character
Communication and ideas in writing in Chinese for and concepts orally in personal, informative or evaluative or persuasive piece
a specific audience and purpose. Chinese to a specific imaginative text in Chinese. of writing.
audience about an aspect of
culture.

Skills / Requirements

A student is eligible for Chinese Second Language if they:

= had less than one year (12 months) of education in a school where Chinese is the medium of instruction

= spent less than three years (36 months) in any of the VCAA-nominated countries or regions (China, Taiwan,
Hong Kong and Macau).

An enrolment application form must be submitted and approved by VCAA before a student can be formally
admitted to Chinese Second Language Units 3 & 4.
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CHINESE SECOND LANGUAGE ADVANCED
Area of Study

VCE Chinese Second Language Advanced focuses on student participation in interpersonal communication,
interpreting the language of other speakers, and presenting information and ideas in Chinese on a range of
themes and topics. Students develop and extend skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing and viewing in
Chinese in a range of contexts and develop cultural understanding in interpreting and creating language.

Prescribed themes and topics:

The individual The Chinese-speaking communities The world around us
Personal identity History and culture Global and contemporary society
Relationships Arts and entertainment Communication and media
Education and aspirations Living in a Chinese-speaking The influence of science and
community technology

Sequence

Units 1 & 2 lead into Units 3 & 4. Typically, students do not take Units 3 & 4 without having completed 1 & 2.
Students are not encouraged to take breaks between units. Please speak to your Chinese teacher for advice.

Practical / Fundamental Features

The study is made up of four units. Each unit deals with language and specific content contained in the areas of
study. The content for each area of study is drawn from the prescribed list of themes and topics and is designed
to enable students to achieve a set of outcomes for that unit.

Area of Study Outcomes
Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4
Interpersonal Establish and maintain an Respond in writing in Participate in a spoken A three- to four-minute
Communication informal, personal, spoken Chinese to spoken, written exchange in Chinese to interview about a cultural
interaction in Chinese on a or visual texts. resolve a personal issue. product or practice.
selected subtopic.
Interpretative Interpret information from two Analyse and use information Interpret information from An approximately 250-character
Communication texts (written, spoken or audio- from written, spoken or three or more texts (written, written response for a specific
visual) on the same subtopic visual texts to produce an spoken and viewed) and audience and purpose,
presented in Chinese and respond extended written response in respond in Chinese to incorporating information from
in writing in English and in Chinese. questions or instructions. three or more texts.
Chinese.
Presentational Present information, concepts Explain information, ideas Write a 200-character An approximately 300-character
Communication and ideas in writing in Chinese for and concepts orally in personal, informative or evaluative or persuasive piece
a specific audience and purpose. Chinese to a specific imaginative text in Chinese. of writing.
audience about an aspect of
culture.

Skills / Requirements

A student is eligible for Chinese Second Language if they:

= had less than one year (12 months) of education in a school where Chinese is the medium of instruction

= spent less than three years (36 months) in any of the VCAA-nominated countries or regions (China,
Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau).

An enrolment application form must be submitted and approved by VCAA before a student can be formally
admitted to Chinese Second Language Units 3 & 4.
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GERMAN
Area of Study

VCE German focuses on student participation in interpersonal communication, interpreting the language of
other speakers, and presenting information and ideas in German on a range of prescribed themes and topics.
Students develop and extend skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing and viewing in German in a range of
contexts and develop cultural understanding in interpreting and creating language.

Prescribed themes and topics:

The individual The German-speaking communities The world around us
Personal identity and lifestyles Cultural heritage Global and contemporary society
Relationships Historical and contemporary perspectives Communication and media
Aspirations, education, and careers Lifestyles in German-speaking countries and The influence of science and
communities technology

Sequence

Units 1 & 2 lead into Units 3 & 4. Typically, students do not take Units 3 & 4 without having completed 1 & 2.
Students are not encouraged to take breaks between units. Please speak to your German teacher for advice.

Practical / Fundamental Features

The study is made up of four units. Each unit deals with language and specific content contained in the areas
of study. The content for each area of study is drawn from the prescribed list of themes and topics and is
designed to enable students to achieve a set of outcomes for that unit.

Area of Study Outcomes
Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4
Interpersonal Establish and maintain an informal Respond in writing in Participate in a spoken Share information, ideas and
Communication spoken interaction on a personal German to spoken, written exchange in German to opinions in a 3-4 min spoken
topic in German. or visual texts. resolve a personal issue. exchange in German.
Interpretative Interpret information from two Analyse and use information Interpret information from Analyse information from three
Communication texts (written, spoken or audio- from written, spoken or three texts (written, spoken texts (written, spoken and
visual) on the same subtopic visual texts to produce an and viewed) and respond in viewed) and write a 250-word
presented in German and respond extended written response in German to questions or response in German for a
in writing in English and in German. instructions. specific audience and purpose.
German.
Presentational Present information, concepts Explain information, ideas Write a 250-word personal, Write a 300-word evaluative or
Communication and ideas in writing in German for and concepts orally in the informative or imaginative persuasive text in German.
a specific audience and purpose. target language to a specific text in German.
audience about an aspect of
culture.

Skills / Requirements

VCE German is designed for students who have typically studied the language for at least 200 hours prior to
the commencement of Unit 1.

Additional Information

BHHS is a member of the PASCH-Network (Partner Schools for the Future), which allows German students to
access a range of activities and scholarships. In addition, students can participate in an exchange program with
our sister school Marienschule Lippstadt in Germany. Please note participation is subject to an application
process.
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GENERAL MATHEMATICS
Area of Study

General Mathematics Units 1-4 provide for the study of non-calculus and discrete mathematics topics. They
are designed to be widely accessible and provide preparation for general employment, business or further
study, in particular where data analysis, recursion and financial modelling, networks and matrices are
important.

Unit 1: Unit 2:

e Investigating and comparing data e Investigating relationships between two
distributions numerical variables

e Arithmetic and geometric sequences, first- e  Graphs and networks
order linear recurrence relations and e Functions, relations and graphs
financial mathematics e Space and measurement

e Linear functions, graphs, equations and
models

e  Matrices

Units 3 & 4:
e Data analysis, probability and statistics e Recursion and financial modelling
e Investigating data distributions; Investigating e Depreciation of assets; Compound interest
association between two variables; investments and loans; Reducing balance
Investigating and modelling linear loans; Annuities and perpetuities; Compound
associations; Investigating and modelling interest investment with periodic and equal
time series data additions to the principal; Matrices; Networks

and decision mathematics

Sequence

General Mathematics Unit 1 - Unit 4. Students generally complete Pre-General as a pathway in Year 10.

Practical / Fundamental Features

In General Mathematics Units 1 and 2, students investigate different types of data. They cover the concept of
a sequence and simple financial and other applications of these sequences. They study linear function and
relations and their applications. They investigate different types of matrices and matrix operations as well as
the definition and representation of different kinds of undirected and directed graphs.

In General Mathematics Units 3 and 4, students analyse data including linear and non-linear data, time series
data and learn how to generate predictions. They model and analyse a range of financial situations. They use
matrices to model a range of situations and solve related problems. They study the use of networks to model
and solve problems involving travel, connection, flow, matching, allocation and scheduling.

Skills / Requirements
Year 10 Mathematics is a pre-requisite for General Mathematics 1 & 2.

General Mathematics Units 3 & 4 can follow Units 1 & 2 General Mathematics or Mathematical Methods.
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MATHEMATICAL METHODS
Area of Study

In undertaking this unit, students will apply techniques, routines and processes involving rational and real
arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, algorithms, algebraic manipulation,
equations, graphs and differentiation, with and without the use of technology.

Unit 1: Unit 2:

e Functions, relations and graphs e Functions, relations and graphs

e Algebra, number and structure e Algebra, number and structure

e Calculus e Calculus

e Data analysis, probability and statistics Data analysis, probability and statistics
Units 3&4:

e Functions, relations and graphs e Calculus

e Algebra, number and structure o Data analysis, probability and statistics

Sequence

Mathematical Methods Unit 1 - Unit 4. Students must have undertaken Year 10 Pre-Methods.

Practical / Fundamental Features

In Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 students investigate the key features of simple functions and their
graphs (linear, quadratic, cubic, quartic, exponential, logarithmic, sin, cos and tan). They study calculus through
differentiation and integration and are introduced to constant, average and instantaneous rate of change of a
function. In probability they cover the concepts of event, frequency, probability and representation of finite
sample spaces and events using various forms.

In Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 students investigate the key features of more complex functions and
their graphs that were introduced in Units 1 and 2. They cover the algebra of these functions, including
composition of functions, simple functional relations, inverse functions and the solution of equations. In
calculus they continue to study the differentiation and integration of more complex functions and the
techniques for these. In probability they cover discrete and continuous random variables, binomial
distributions and normal distributions.

Skills / Requirements

Year 10 Core Maths and Pre-Methods is a pre-requisite for Mathematical Methods 1&2.

Mathematical Methods 1&2 is a pre-requisite for Mathematical Methods 3&4.
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SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS
Area of Study

In undertaking this unit, students will apply techniques, routines and processes involving rational and real
numbers, polynomials, rational functions, sets, matrices, combinatorics, graphs, recurrence relations, formal
logic, geometry, vectors, calculus, and proof techniques, all with and without the use of technology.

Unit 1 Unit 2
e Algebra, number and structure e Data analysis, probability and statistics
e  Proof and number; Graph theory; Logic and e Space and measurement
algorithms e Algebra, number and structure
e Discrete mathematics e Functions, relations and graphs
e Sequences and series; Combinatorics;
Matrices
Unit 3&4
e Discrete mathematics e Calculus
e Functions, relations and graphs e Space and measurement
e Algebra, number and structure e Data analysis, probability and statistics

Practical / Fundamental Features

In Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2 students investigate number systems and sets, apply advanced
combinatorial and algebraic techniques, and study the logic and techniques of proof in a variety of
mathematical contexts. They are introduced to trigonometric identities, vectors and complex numbers.

In Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 students investigate advanced functions and the analysis of key
features of their graphs. They cover techniques of proof and the arithmetic and algebra of complex numbers
and apply advanced calculus techniques in a variety of theoretical and practical situation including differential
equations, kinematics, and probability distributions They study the arithmetic and algebra of vectors and
vector kinematics. They study the properties of continuous and discrete distributions and implications of the
central limit theorem.

Additional Information

e Year 10 Mathematics is a pre-requisite for Specialist Mathematics 1&2.

e ltis required that students take Mathematical Methods 1&2 concurrent or prior to Specialist
Mathematics 1&2.

VCE Handbook 2026 46



BIOLOGY
Area of Study

Unit 1: How do organisms regulate their Unit 2: How does inheritance impact on
functions? diversity?
= How do cells function? = How is inheritance explained?
= How do plant and animal systems function? = How do inherited adaptations impact on
= How do scientific investigations develop diversity?
understanding of how organisms regulate = How do humans use science to explore and
their functions? communicate contemporary bioethical issues?
Unit 3: How do cells maintain life? Unit 4: How does life change and respond to
=  What is the role of nucleic acids and proteins  challenges?
in maintaining life? = How do organisms respond to pathogens?
= How are biochemical pathways regulated? = How are species related over time?

= How is scientific inquiry used to investigate
cellular processes and/or biological change?

Sequence
Students generally take Units 1&2 Biology in Year 11. However, they may take it in Year 10.
If Units 1&2 Biology is taken in Year 10, it must be studied concurrently with Year 10 Science.

Units 3&4 Biology can be undertaken without having completed Units 1&2 Biology.

Practical / Fundamental Features

Biology has a significant practical component designed to assist students’ understanding of biological concepts.
Students will learn about how organisms function and maintain life and how the continuity of life is maintained.
Students will develop their own research questions and plan appropriate methods to investigate these. Students
are required to collect, collate, analyse and present their findings in an appropriate scientific medium, such a
poster or scientific report.

Students analyse theoretically and practically real-world scenarios, applying their knowledge of Biology to these
scenarios.

Additional Information

Biology can count as a ‘Science Subject’ with regards to pre-requisites required for entry to some university
courses such as: Medicine, Veterinary Studies, Science, Mathematics, & Engineering for example.
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CHEMISTRY
Area of Study

Unit 1: How can the diversity of materials be Unit 2: How do chemical reactions shape the
explained? natural world?
= How do the chemical structures of = How do chemicals interact with water?
materials explain their properties and = How are chemicals measured and
reactions? analysed?
= How are materials quantified and = How does quantitative scientific
classified? investigation develop our understanding
= How can chemical principles be applied to of chemical reactions?

create a more sustainable future?

Unit 3: How can design and innovation help to Unit 4: How are carbon-based compounds
optimise chemical processes? designed for purpose?
=  What are the current and future options = How are organic compounds categorised
for supplying energy? and synthesised?
- How can the rate and YIE|C| of chemical ] How are organic Compounds ana|ysed
reactions be optimised? and used?

=  How is scientific inquiry used to
investigate the sustainable production of
energy and/or materials?

Sequence

e Units 1&2 Chemistry can only be taken in Year 11.
e Units 3&4 Chemistry can only be taken in Year 12.
e Units 1&2 Chemistry is required prior to completing Units 3&4 Chemistry.

Practical / Fundamental Features

Chemistry has a significant practical component designed to assist students’ understanding of chemical
concepts. Students will learn about how chemistry is used to investigate properties of materials and create

new materials through chemical reactions. Students are required to collect, collate, analyse and present their

findings in an appropriate scientific medium, such a poster or scientific report.

Students analyse theoretically and practically real-world scenarios, applying their knowledge of Chemistry to
these scenarios.

Additional Information

Students are required to be able to use mathematical equations to calculate physical parameters such as solution
concentrations and molar mass. Additionally, students are required to prepare graphs of data used in chemical

analysis.

Chemistry Units 3 & 4 requires Units 1 & 2 as a pre-requisite.
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PHYSICS
Area of Study

Unit 1: How is energy useful to society? Unit 2: How does Physics help us to understand
e How are light and heat explained? the world?
e How is energy from the nucleus utilised? e How is motion understood?
e How can electricity be used to transfer e Options: How does physics inform
energy? contemporary issues and applications in

society? (Students choose one question
out of 18 listed)
e How do physicists investigate questions?

Unit 3: How do fields explain motion and Unit 4: How can two contradictory models
electricity? explain both light and matter?
e How do physicists explain motion in two e How has understanding about the physical
dimensions? world changed?
e How do things move without contact? e How is scientific inquiry used to

o How are fields used in electricity investigate fields, motion or light?

generation?

Sequence

e Students generally take Units 1&2 Physics in Year 11, however, they may take it in Year 10.
o |f Units 1&2 Physics is taken in Year 10, it must be studied concurrently with Year 10 Science.
e Units 1&2 Physics is required prior to completing Units 3&4 Physics.

Practical / Fundamental Features

Physics has a significant practical component, to assist students in their understanding of the physical world,
and to also investigate ideas about the physics world through the Scientific Method. Students collect, collate,
analyse, graph, critique, and present their findings in an appropriate scientific medium, such a poster or scientific
report. Students analyse theoretically and practically real-world scenarios, applying their knowledge of Physics
to these scenarios.

Additional Information

Students are required to collect data, analyse this data using mathematical equations, and plot/graph this data.

Physics Units 3 & 4 requires Units 1 & 2 as a pre-requisite.
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PSYCHOLOGY
Area of Study

Psychology is a multifaceted scientific discipline that seeks to describe, explain, understand and predict
human behaviour and mental processes. It includes many sub-fields of study that explore and seek to better
understand how individuals, groups, communities and societies think, feel and act.

Unit 1: How are behaviour and mental processes Unit 2: How do internal and external factors

shaped? influence behaviour and mental processes?

=  Complexity of psychological development = Social cognition: Individual and group behaviour

= Role of the brain in mental processes and = Perception: Distortions of perception
behaviour: Brain plasticity and injury = Design & conduct a scientific investigation to

= Evaluate contemporary psychological research. understand the influences on perception or

social behaviour.

Unit 3: How does experience affect behaviour and Unit 4: How is mental wellbeing supported and

mental processes? maintained?

= Nervous system functioning: Stress as an = How does sleep affect mental processes and
example of psychobiological process behaviour?

= Understanding learning and the process of =  What influences mental wellbeing? Explaining
memory specific phobia

= Design & conduct a scientific investigation to
understand stress, learning, memory, or sleep.

Sequence

e |deally students complete all Units in order from 1 to 4, although Units 3&4 can be completed without
Units 1&2.

e There are no prerequisites for Units 1, 2, or 3. Unit 3 & 4 must be undertaken as a sequence so Unit 4
cannot be undertaken without unit 3. It is highly recommended Unit 1, 2 or Year 10 is studied first.

Practical / Fundamental Features

Practical work is central to Psychology, including experiments, fieldwork, modelling and other direct
experiences, to develop an understanding of the mind and behaviour through scientific investigation
methodologies. Students analyse case studies and design a research investigation into one area of choice from
Unit 1 or 2 and one area of choice from Unit 3 or 4.

Additional Information

Students develop their scientific skills that will be assessed in each outcome in Unit 1 and 2 and each SAC in
Unit 3 & 4 through short answer questions and extended responses. Students work collaboratively and
independently.
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SYSTEMS ENGINEERING

Area of Study

This study enables students to:

develop an understanding of the systems engineering process and factors that influence the
creation and use of a system

develop skills and conceptual understandings important to effective design, planning, production,
diagnosis, performance analysis, maintenance, modification and control of technological systems
acquire knowledge of mechanical, electrotechnological and control systems and apply this
knowledge to solve technological problems

develop an understanding of how technologies have transformed people’s lives and can be used to
solve challenges associated with climate change, efficient energy generation and use, security,
health, education and transport

deepen their knowledge of new developments and innovations in technological systems

develop skills in the safe, efficient and effective use of tools, equipment, materials, machines and
processes, including digital technologies

e critically engage in risk management processes
e extend knowledge of project management and develop problem-solving and analytical skills
e use virtual and physical modelling to develop designs
e gain an awareness of quality and mandated standards, including system'’s reliability, safety and
fitness for the system’s intended purpose.
Unit 1: Mechanical Systems Unit 2: Electrotechnological systems
= Mechanical system design = Electrotechnological system design
=  Producing and evaluating mechanical systems =  Producing and evaluating electrotechnological
systems
Unit 3: Integrated and controlled systems Unit 4: Systems control
= Integrated and controlled system design = Producing and evaluating integrated and
= Clean energy technologies controlled systems

= New and emerging technologies

Sequence

Students generally take Units 1 & 2 Systems Engineering in Year 11; however, they may take it in Year
10.

There are no prerequisites for Units 1-2.

Practical / Fundamental Features

Students will design and create a variety of mechanical, electrical and integrated electro-mechanical systems as
part of this subject. Assessment in Units 3 and 4 includes a large school-assessed task.

Additional Information
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VM LITERACY

Learning Outcomes

Literacy empowers students to read, write, speak and listen in different contexts. Literacy enables students to
understand the different ways in which knowledge and opinion are represented and developed in daily life in
the 21st Century. This subject is based upon applied learning principles, making strong connections between
literacy in students’ lives and their learning.

Listening, viewing, reading, speaking and writing are developed so that students can communicate effectively
both in writing and orally. A further key part of literacy is that students develop their understanding of how
written, visual and oral communication are designed to meet the demands of different audiences, purposes
and contexts, including workplace, vocational and community contexts. This understanding helps students
develop their own writing and oracy, so that they become confident in their use of language in a variety of
settings.

VM NUMERACY

Learning Outcomes

This subject focuses on enabling students to develop and enhance their numeracy skills to make sense of their
personal, public and vocational lives. Students develop mathematical skills with consideration of their local,
national and global environments and contexts, and an awareness and use of appropriate technologies.

This study allows students to explore the underpinning mathematical knowledge of number and quantity,
measurement, shape, dimensions and directions, data and chance, the understanding and use of systems and
processes, and mathematical relationships and thinking. This mathematical knowledge is then applied to tasks
which are part of the students’ daily routines and practices but also extends to applications outside the
immediate personal environment, such as the workplace and community.

Students focus on personal, financial, civic, health, recreational and vocational numeracy. These are developed
using a problem-solving cycle with four components: formulating; acting on and using mathematics;
evaluating and reflecting; and communicating and reporting.

VM WORK-RELATED SKILLS

Learning Outcomes

This subject allows students to understand and apply concepts and terminology related to the workplace and
further studies to understand the complex and rapidly changing world of work and workplace environments. It
helps students to develop effective communication skills to enable self-reflection and self-promotion and to
practically apply their skills and knowledge.

This subject requires students to think about and investigate potential employment pathways, to develop a
career action plan, to seek appropriate advice and feedback on planned career and further study objectives.
Students are required to consider the distinction between essential employability skills, specialist, and
technical work skills; to understand transferable skills and identify their personal skill and capabilities and
promote them through development of a cover letter and resume and through mock interviews.

Students also learn about healthy, collaborative and productive workplaces, workplace relationships and
investigate key areas relating to workplace relations, including pay conditions and dispute resolution. Students
look at how teamwork and effective communication contribute to a healthy, collegiate workplace. Students
also learn about promoting themselves and their skills by developing an extensive professional portfolio to use
for further education and employment applications.
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VM PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT SKILLS

Learning Outcomes

This subject focuses on helping students develop personal identity and individual pathways for health and
wellbeing. It begins with concepts of personal identity and the range of factors that contribute to an
individual’s perception of self. Students will investigate health in their community and play an active,
participatory role in designing and implementing activities to improve community health and wellbeing.

Students will examine community participation and how people work together effectively to achieve shared
goals. They will investigate different types of communities at a local, national, and global level. Students will
look at active citizenship and they will investigate the barriers and enablers to problem solving within the
community. Students understand different perspectives on issues affecting their community, they will also
plan, implement, and evaluate an active response to community need.

Students will examine leadership qualities and the characteristics of effective leaders and how these qualities
can be applied to the achievement of goals. Students participate in an extended project relating to a
community issue. Students will identify environmental, cultural, economic and social issues affecting the
community and select one for an extended community project. Students will reflect on how community
awareness of their selected issue can be improved.
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CENTRE FOR HIGHER EDUCATION STUDIES (CHES)

Overview

The Victorian Government has established the Centre for Higher Education Studies (CHES) to provide senior
secondary students from right across the state with opportunities for even greater stretch and challenge in
their studies.

CHES will enable students to access first year university-level studies and select VCE subjects, accompanied
by an innovative enrichment program. Through CHES, students can study a subject aligned to their skills and
interests that may contribute to their ATAR, and potentially earn university credits, providing a head start on
your undergraduate degree. To accommodate as many eligible students as possible, these programs will be
available through a hybrid and flexible approach, with opportunities to study online, on-site at CHES, or a
combination of the two.

Structure

CHES subjects and programs currently include:

Higher Education Studies: In partnership with universities, CHES will become a hub for Higher Education
Studies (HES). These first-year university subjects will be offered across a wide range of disciplines. HES can
contribute ATAR points and potential university credits, while you are completing VCE at school. This offers a
valuable head start into university. The time requirement for a HES is equivalent to a VCE Units 3&4 subject
and there may be pre-requisite (or co-requisite) VCE subjects related to the selected HES.

VCE Extended Investigation: This exciting subject enables you to carry out extensive research in an area of
choice based on your interests. You will be supported to develop and refine research skills, critical thinking,
academic writing and presentation capabilities, offering excellent preparation for university.

VCE Algorithmics: Although technically a VCE subject, Algorithmics is a first-year university subject that in-
volves solving real-world problems using computational methods. Algorithmics provides the foundation for
studying computer science and software engineering at tertiary level and, on completion, some universities
may offer students an accelerated tertiary pathway.

Skills / Requirements

Higher Education Studies:

Students will not be required to undertake an entrance exam to enrol in any CHES programs, just an
application. The application will consider key information provided by your school including your academic
achievements, as well as a statement to confirm your suitability to undertake a CHES program and any special
or extenuating circumstances that should be considered.

The student application includes two parts: one section to be completed by you and your parent/carer and
another by your school. Your school Principal will be asked to share some of your academic data, a statement
that confirms your suitability for a CHES program and any special or extenuating circumstances. Your
application must be approved by your Principal.

It is expected that you will have the capacity or potential for independent and collaborative learning. In
addition, the HES that you're applying for should reflect your prospective study and career pathway.

Some HES studies require you to have completed a prerequisite VCE subject or require you to undertake a
specific VCE subject whilst completing your HES (a co-requisite). A Higher Education Studies Handbook will be
published on the CHES website shortly and will include further information about prerequisite and co-
requisite VCE subjects.
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Please note that universities may have additional eligibility criteria for each of their HES. The CHES Higher
Education Studies Handbook will indicate if there are additional academic standards or other requirements for
acceptance into specific subjects. Links to university webpages are included in the CHES Higher Education
Studies Handbook.

Visit the CHES website for regular updates on programs, application processes, selection criteria and
upcoming information evenings: www.ches.vic.edu.au

VCE Extended Investigation & VCE Algorithmics:

There are no subject prerequisites for VCE Extended Investigation Units 3 & 4. It is expected that students will
possess the capacity or potential to develop critical thinking and independent research skills.

The only prerequisite for VCE Algorithmics Units 3 & 4 is that students must have successfully completed VCE
Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 or be studying it concurrently with Algorithmics. It is also expected that
students will have the capacity or potential for developing strong problem-solving skills.

For both VCE subjects, students can apply to study them in Year 11 or Year 12.

The time requirements for CHES VCE subjects are equivalent to the time allocation for other VCE subjects.
Students will be able to attend online or on-site for VCE classes with CHES. It is important to note that for
VCE subjects, students will be required to maintain a minimum of 90% attendance of scheduled classes to gain
satisfactory completion of a VCE Unit of Study. Students may choose to attend onsite, virtually, or a
combination of both. Only approved absences and approved school activities (sports, excursions etc.) will be
considered as legitimate absences for meeting the minimum of 90% attendance rule. For students
participating in virtual classes the 90% attendance requirement also applies.

Additional Information

Where are CHES classes held?

VCE Algorithmics and VCE Extended Investigation will be taught by CHES teachers. The timetable will be
confirmed later this year. It is anticipated that classes will be available both during and outside normal school
hours to minimize clashes with your other VCE classes. We are implementing a hybrid and flexible (hy-flex)
approach to scheduling and delivery of sessions to accommodate as many high-achieving students as possible
from across the State.

In-person classes will be based in South Yarra. The campus is surrounded by public transport options,
providing convenient access for many students. Additionally, students will be able to participate in classes at
CHES from their home or school. Students engaging remotely will be able to interact with their teachers and
peers who may be on-site or located elsewhere in Victoria.

Can | enrol in a CHES subject in Year 9 or 10, or earlier?

CHES VCE courses are designed for senior secondary students (i.e. Year 11 or Year 12 students). Applications
to undertake a CHES course from students in Year 10 or below will only be considered for exceptional
circumstances on a case-by-case basis.

Who teaches the HES subjects?

University staff (academics, lecturers and tutors) will deliver the curriculum, teaching and assessment of the
HES subjects. CHES staff will provide ongoing support and guidance to you and will work closely with the
university and your school to support your success.
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Year 10 into Year 11 Subject Selection Chart

Course advisor:

Student Name:

. All students: Five subjects even if you have
accelerated in Years 10/11

. Refer to the VCE handbook for suitable subjects if
you need to pick up a new subject

Units 3&4
EAL
English
Literature

Eng. Language

Requirements Subject 1 Subject 2 Subject 3 Electives Wed afternoon
Year 10 — 2025 Pre-General Momentum Program
e  Fillin the Year 10 and Unit 1&2 subjects you are Year 10 English Maths or

stuyding this year or

” Pre-Methods Duke of Ed.
EAL Year 10 Science
Maths or
or or
GAPP English Applied VET
Numeracy
At least one of: . . . . . .

Year 11 — 2026 Units 1&2 Units 1&2 Units 1&2 Units 1&2 Units 1&2 External subject?
. Mainstream students: One Units 3&4 subject incl. Units 1&2

VET . _ EAL
. GAPP students: may be eligible for up to two Units

3&4 subjects — use space below Electives 3&4. English .
e You may NOT select a Units 3&4 subject unless or ("e'if_ra Ia;g;:age zr VA

you successfully completed Units 1&2 in Year 10 Literature s 384 offered through BHHS)
. Selecting a VET subject: select a ‘back up’ VCE Units 3

subject and complete a separate VET application. Eng. Language
. VCE Vocational Major students: complete the VCE

VM preference form below AND complete this

chart. You must also complete the separate VET

application process

At least one of: . . . . .

Year 12 — 2027 Units 3&4 Units 3&4 Units 3&4 Units 3&4 External subject?

(i.e., a language or VET not offered through BHHS)

You must list three reserve Units 1&2 subjects: may be used in place of your main selections in the case that a subject does not run or if there is a timetable clash with another subject.

Priority 1:

Priority 2:

Priority 3:




Year 10 into Year 11 Preference for the VCE Vocational Major

If your preference is for the VCE VM you must complete this form AND also complete the separate VET application process.

VET subject preferences Core subjects Structured Workplace Learning
Year 11 - 2026 You must also complete the Units 1&2 Units 1&2 Units 1&2 Units 1&2 List the names of three businesses/organisations you
separate VET subject application . el
process Literacy Numeracy Personal Work Related would like to undertake SWL with:
Preference 1 Develo'pment Skills
Skills
1.
Preference 2 2.
3.
Year 12 - 2027 Continue VET Units 3&4 Units 3&4 Units 3&4 Units 3&4 Units 3&4
Literacy Numeracy Personal Work Related
Development Skills
Skills

1 understand that the VCE Vocational Major is not designed for me / my child to get an ATAR and that | / my child cannot move into a scored VCE program after commencement of the VCE
VM. To be eligible for the award of the VCE Vocational major, | / my child needs:

- Minimum of 16 units in total

- 3 other Unit 3&4 sequences including:

- 2 Numeracy units
- 2 Work Related Skills units
- 2 Personal Development Skills units

- 3units of Literacy, including a Unit 3&4 sequence
- Minimum 180 hours of Certificate Il (or higher) VET from the same certificate

Student signature: Date: / / Parent / Carer signature: Date: / /




Year 11 into Year 12 Subject Selection Chart

RIS
ap mwn\:f?

Course advisor:

Student Name:

Eng. Language

Requirements Subject 1 Subject 2 Subject 3 Subject 4 Subject 5 Subject 6
Year 11 — 2025 At least 1 of: Units 1&2 Units 1&2 Units 1&2 Units 1&2 Units 1&2 External subject?
. Fill in the subjects you are studying this year. Units 1&2
EAL or (i.e., a language or VET not
offered through BHHS)
English Units 3&4
Literature
Eng. Language
Year 12 — 2026 At least 1 of: Units 3&4 Units 3&4 Units 3&4 Units 3&4 External subject?
. All students: Five subjects even if you have Units 3&4
accelerated in Years 10/11.
e  Refer to the VCE handbook for suitable subjects if EAL (i.e., a language, VET or CHES subject not offered
you need to pick up a new subject. through BHHS)
English
Literature

You must list three reserve Unit 3&4 subjects: may be used in place of your main selections in the case that a subject does not run or if there is a timetable clash with another subject.

Priority 1:

Priority 2:

Priority 3:

Most tertiary courses require subject prerequisites and an ATAR. Make sure you are eligible to apply for courses you are interested in using VTAC prerequisites.

Prerequisite Unit 3/4 subjects

Prerequisite study score

Lowest selection rank

Course name

Institution



https://www.vtac.edu.au/before/entry-req/meeting-prerequisites.html

The following subjects can be selected without having completed Units 1 & 2:

Biology Business Management General Mathematics
Geography Health and Human Development Politics
Psychology

The following subjects will be considered for study without having completed Units 1 & 2 based on previous studies, teacher recommendations and course advice. They
require significant prior knowledge and/or skills:

Art Making & Exhibiting Australian and Global Politics Economics

English Language* History: Revolutions Legal Studies
Literature* Media Physical Education
Visual Communication and

Design

* English Language and Literature can only be taken without Units 1&2 if also taking English Units 3&4 and on teacher recommendation.

The following subjects cannot be selected without having completed Units 1 & 2:

Accounting Chemistry Drama

. . . Chinese Second Language
Chinese First Language Chinese Second Language Advanced
German Mathematical Methods Music

Physics Specialist Maths
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