2017 Annual Report to
the School Community
School Name: Box Hill High School
School Number: 7635
•
•

•

All teachers at the school meet the registration requirements of the Victorian
Institute of Teaching (www.vit.vic.edu.au).
The school meets prescribed minimum standards for registration as regulated
by the Victorian Regulation and Qualifications Authority (VRQA) in accordance
with the Education and Training Reform (ETR) Act 2006. This includes schools
granted an exemption by the VRQA until 31 December 2017 from the
minimum standards for student enrolment numbers and/or curriculum
framework for school language program.
The school is compliant with the Child Safe Standards prescribed in Ministerial
Order No. 870 – Child Safe Standards, Managing Risk of Child Abuse in School.

Attested on 10 May 2018 at 03:33 PM by Losh Pillay (Principal)

•
•

•

All teachers employed or engaged by the school council meet the registration
requirements of the Victorian Institute of Teaching.
To the extent that the school council is responsible, the school meets
prescribed minimum standards for registration as regulated by the Victorian
Regulation and Qualifications Authority (VRQA) in accordance with the
Education and Training Reform (ETR) Act 2006. This includes schools granted
an exemption by the VRQA until 31 December 2017 from the minimum
standards for student enrolment numbers and/or curriculum framework for
school language program.
To the extent that the school council is responsible, the school is compliant
with the Child Safe Standards prescribed in Ministerial Order No. 870 – Child
Safe Standards, Managing Risk of Child Abuse in School.

Attested on 15 May 2018 at 03:17 PM by Marcus Balon (School Council President)
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Box Hill High School
we prepare y oung learners to live and wor k in a g lobalised w orld

About Our School
School Context
Box Hill High School is a single campus school situated in the inner eastern suburbs of Melbourne. The school aims
to provide students with an engaging, enriching and enjoyable education; one that fosters the personal, academic and
social development of the individual and allows access to fulfilling post school options. Students at Box Hill High School
are strongly encouraged to live up to the school’s motto “Ad Altiora Certamus” which means, “We strive for higher
things.” Students also have the opportunity to explore their interests through a variety of extra-curricular activities
including sports, music, performing arts, solar cars and numerous clubs. An emphasis of the School is strong student
support structures, with all students being known and supported both academically and personally.
Box Hill High School is an accredited provider for gifted education, being one of a limited number of schools approved
in Victoria to deliver a specially designed Select Entry Accelerated Learning program (SEAL). The school also has a
strong emphasis on digital rich curriculum with all students using digital devices in their learning. Box Hill High School
has a strong record of achievement in the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) with 2017 results indicating 97.7 %
completion and a mean study score of 32.30 with 15% of student’s receiving study scores over 40.
The School also has a very active student leadership group, consisting of School Captain and Vice-Captain, Prefects,
House Captains, Class Captains and various Program Ambassadors and Peer Leaders.
Box Hill High School is proud to be an accredited provider of education for international students. Our reputation for
academic excellence has attracted 59 students from overseas, predominantly from China, who are currently completing
their secondary education with us. Our local and international parent communities are integral to the success of this
program, and to the support provided to the students.
Box Hill High School prepares young learners to live and work in a globalised world. Year 9 students participate in The
Victorian Young Leaders to China Program, a six-week in-country immersion program designed to prepare them to live
and work as citizens and future leaders in an inter-connected global community. We are also the first school in Victoria
and only the third school in Australia to be invited to join the network of PASCH Schools, promoting German Language
Education in schools. There are also opportunities for students to participate in German exchange programs and the
World Challenge.
The School's Strategic Plan reflects an emphasis on high quality curriculum, assessment and pedagogical practices
that support students to develop 21st Century skills, as well as Wellbeing programs that build resilience and a positive
mindset.
Whilst there are challenges associated with the significant demand for enrolment that the school has experienced over
recent years, this trend has also provided new opportunities and impetus for change. Major upgrading of the School’s
facilities continued in 2017 with the redevelopment of the School hall and media, drama and music spaces. Ongoing
upgrades to the School grounds and classrooms remains a continuing priority.
The school has equivalent full time staff: 3.0 Principal Class, 83.4 teachers and 16.2 Education Support staff.

Framework for Improving Student Outcomes (FISO)
We have maintained a sustained focus on building practice excellence through our current Strategic Plan (2014-2017)
by implementing the Box Hill High School Teaching Model. Staff work in Trios to develop and document an
intellectually rigorous curriculum, common assessment tasks and shared pedagogical approaches.
We have strengthened a culture of feedback and collaboration through targeted professional learning for all staff,
classroom observations, and moderation of student work and shared intervention strategies to support all students
learning growth. We are continuing to improve student learning outcomes through a focus on the explicit teaching of
key skills and academic vocabulary across all subjects and year levels.
A reinvigorated House system and the embedding of positive education principles in classrooms have contributed to
our inclusive and supportive school environment where students can flourish.
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Achievement
Box Hill High School continued to perform very well in terms of student learning outcomes, with results in each of the
areas measured being similar to or higher than all Victorian government schools. In 2017, we achieved outstanding
VCE results. Our VCE median study score was 32.30, compared to the state average of 28.79; and the percentage
of study scores above 40 was 15%, significantly higher than the state figure of 6.3%.
These results exceed the targets set in the school’s Annual Implementation Plan for 2017. A large proportion of
students (67%) received ATARs over 80, and the VCE completion rate was 98.3%. Our matched cohort learning gain
in NAPLAN testing for Reading, Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation and Numeracy tests shows that our students are
improving at a significant rate.
The AusVELS teacher judgments indicate that our results were similar to, or above the expected range for all Victorian
government schools. All students in the Program for Students with Disabilities achieved satisfactory progress towards
their individual learning goals. Results from the Students Attitude to School Survey indicate that students are positive
about the teaching and learning and are highly motivated to learn. Similarly, 76% of staff were positive about school
climate and the academic focus of the School. The Parent Opinion Survey suggests that 90% of parents were
extremely positive about the quality of schooling at Box Hill.
These achievements are the result of planned improvement initiatives, including a curriculum based on the Victorian
Curriculum standards which is appropriately sequenced to VCE.
Our excellent results can be attributed to a range of improvement strategies in the 2017 school year. These include
a professional learning program to further develop teachers’ skills by consistently and effectively implementing the
whole school teaching model, developing staff capacity to use a range of data to refine their practice and maximise
student learning growth. Building practice excellence is the key to student learning success. We will continue to
maintain a strong focus on improving student learning outcomes, through investing in professional learning for all staff,
and extending opportunities for student input and feedback on our teaching and learning program.
In 2018 we will:
• support consistent and effective implementation of the school Literacy and Numeracy strategy;
• support the explicit teaching and use of selected high impact teaching strategies in all classrooms;
• develop an agreed approach to teaching key skills in each subject area;
• strengthen our culture of feedback and collaboration;
• use a range of data to inform our planning and assessment practices.

Engagement
Attendance is a key indicator of students’ engagement with the school and with their learning. Given this, it is pleasing
to see that our attendance rates are well above all Victorian Government Secondary Schools.
In 2017, the average number of days absent across the school was well below the range compared to secondary
schools with similar characteristics. We have clear and robust processes in place to monitor student attendance and
when necessary to work with families to support students to attend school regularly.
The proportion of Year 7 students who remain at the School through to Year 12 is excellent. Students who exit Box
Hill High School after Year 12 continue to move into high quality pathways with the majority of students gaining 1st
round offers at University or TAFE courses.
The school encourages the development of the “whole child” and offers a large range of clubs and extracurricular
activities, including a Knitting, Chess, Debating, Model Solar Cars and Robotics clubs. Box Hill High School also offers
an extensive camping program including year level camps and end of year cross-age camp. The School has
developed a sister school relationship with a German school and students are able to experience life in Germany for
one month in the year. Students also participate in the Young Leaders to China experience.
The school offers many opportunities for students to develop public speaking and leadership skills through a broad
range of leadership roles, including School Captains, Prefects, Class Captains, SRC and House leadership. A
comprehensive Peer support program ensures that Year 7 students are well settled into their first year of high school.
In 2018 we will continue to strengthen our safe and supportive environment through a culture of high expectations.
We will implement a range of strategies that challenge and engage students, and closely monitor student progress
through a range of qualitative and quantitative data.
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Wellbeing
Box Hill High School endeavours to provide an inclusive and positive learning environment for all our students. We
believe that a student’s emotional and social wellbeing is fundamental to their success. The school provides two
Student Wellbeing Coordinators and a full-time Student Counsellor, who are available to meet with students or parents
to provide support or referrals and additional services. This includes psychologists, social workers, youth workers and
speech pathologists, who are available for student appointments at the school within school hours.
At Box Hill High School, the principles of restorative practices are incorporated into our discipline and wellbeing
procedures, and we believe that all students are important members of the school community. Staff work hard to
ensure that the transition from primary to secondary school, and then from school to university is smooth and seamless
for all our students.
Key indicators for student wellbeing are Sense of Connectedness and Management of Bullying as measured by the
Attitudes to School Survey. Our data for 2017 indicates a very positive result for Sense of Connectedness which is in
the 95th Percentile for Years 7-9 and in the 93rd Percentile for Years 10-12. The school has actively fostered a sense
of connectedness through a range of proactive programs, such as the wellbeing theme weeks, the house system,
school camps, end of year activities and lunchtime clubs. This is further strengthened by a range of student leadership
opportunities and a well-resourced student wellbeing team. Our management of bullying in Years 7-12 was also in
the 95th Percentile highlighting the school-wide focus on ‘no tolerance’ of any discriminatory or anti-social behaviours
as promoted through student assemblies and education programs.
In 2017 Box Hill High School also became a partner school in delivering the Education Department’s Respectful
Relationships curriculum within the Victorian Curriculum in Health and Physical Education. This program focuses on
challenging negative attitudes such as prejudice, discrimination and harassment, which can lead to violence, often
against women.
In 2018, we will continue to implement a school-wide Positive Education framework and fortnightly classes for all Year
7-9 students on the Respect program. The Respect curriculum will focus on respectful relationships, gratitude,
strengths, and resilience. This program will continue to build students’ resilience which measured in the 78th Percentile
in the Attitudes to School Survey for Years 7-12 in 2017. Our senior students are also supported to develop their skills
in enhancing focused attention, promoting good health practices, and developing an understanding of their personal
strengths to assist in career development.
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Performance Summary
The Government School Performance Summary provides an overview of how this school is contributing to the objectives
of the Education State and how it compares to other Victorian Government schools.
All schools work in partnership with their school community to improve outcomes for children and young people. Sharing
this information with parents and the wider school community helps to support community engagement in student
learning, a key priority of the Framework for Improving Student Outcomes.
Members of the community can contact the school for an accessible version of these data tables if required.

School Profile
Enrolment Profile
A total of 1304 students were enrolled at this school in 2017, 546 female and 758 male.
30 percent were EAL (English as an Additional Language) students and < 10 percent ATSI (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander)
students.

Overall Socio-Economic Profile
Based on the school's Student Family Occupation and
Education index which takes into account parents'
occupations and education.

Parent Satisfaction Summary
Measures the percent endorsement by parents on their
school satisfaction level, as reported in the annual Parent
Opinion Survey. The percent endorsement indicates the
percent of positive responses (agree or strongly agree).

School Staff Survey
Measures the percent endorsement by staff on School
Climate, as reported in the annual School Staff Survey. The
percent endorsement indicates the percent of positive
responses (agree or strongly agree).
Data is suppressed for schools with three or less respondents
to the survey for confidentiality reasons.
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Performance Summary

Achievement

Student Outcomes

Teacher Judgement of student
achievement
Percentage of students in Years 7 to 10
working at or above age expected
standards in:

•
•

English
Mathematics

For further details refer to How to read the
Annual Report.
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Performance Summary

Achievement

Student Outcomes

School Comparison

NAPLAN Year 7
The percentage of students in the top 3
bands of testing in NAPLAN at Year 7.
Year 7 assessments are reported on a
scale from Bands 4 - 9.

Being the first year of secondary school,
Year 7 NAPLAN is not used for the School
Comparison.

NAPLAN Year 9
The percentage of students in the top 3
bands of testing in NAPLAN at Year 9.
Year 9 assessments are reported on a
scale from Bands 5 - 10.
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Performance Summary

Achievement

Student Outcomes

School Comparison

NAPLAN Learning Gain
Year 5 - Year 7
Learning gain of students from Year 5 to
Year 7 in the following domains: Reading,
Numeracy, Writing, Spelling & Grammar
and Punctuation.

NAPLAN Learning Gain does not
require a School Comparison.

NAPLAN learning gain is determined by
comparing a student's current year result
to the results of all ‘similar’ Victorian
students (i.e. students in all sectors in the
same year level who had the same score
two year prior). If the current year result is
in the Top 25 percent, their gain level is
categorised as ‘High’. Middle 50 percent,
is ‘Medium’. Bottom 25 percent, is ‘Low’.

NAPLAN Learning Gain
Year 7 - Year 9
Learning gain of students from Year 7 to
Year 9 in the following domains: Reading,
Numeracy, Writing, Spelling & Grammar
and Punctuation.

NAPLAN Learning Gain does not
require a School Comparison.

NAPLAN learning gain is determined by
comparing a student's current year result
to the results of all ‘similar’ Victorian
students (i.e. students in all sectors in the
same year level who had the same score
two years prior). If the current year result
is in the Top 25 percent, their gain level is
categorised as ‘High’. Middle 50 percent,
is ‘Medium’. Bottom 25 percent, is ‘Low’.

Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE)
Mean study score from all VCE subjects
undertaken by students at this school.
This includes all Unit 3 and 4 studies
(including those completed in Year 11)
and any VCE VET studies awarded a
study score. The maximum student study
score is 50 and the state-wide mean
(including government and nongovernment schools) is set at 30.
Students in 2017 who satisfactorily completed their VCE: 98%
Year 12 students in 2017 undertaking at least one Vocational Education and Training (VET) unit of competence: 6%
VET units of competence satisfactorily completed in 2017: 93%
Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) credits satisfactorily completed in 2017: 0%
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Performance Summary

Engagement

Student Outcomes

School Comparison

Average Number of Student Absence
Days
Average days absent per full time
equivalent (FTE) student per year.
Common reasons for non-attendance
include illness and extended family
holidays.

Few absences <------> Many absences

Absence from school can impact on
students’ learning
School Comparison
A school comparison rating of ‘Higher’
indicates this school records ‘less’
absences than expected, given the
background characteristics of students. A
rating of ‘Lower’ indicates this school
records ‘more’ absences than expected.

Few absences <------> Many absences

Average 2017 attendance rate by year
level:

Yr7

Yr8

Yr9

Yr10

Yr11

Yr12

94 %

91 %

91 %

92 %

95 %

95 %

Student Retention
Percentage of Year 7 students who
remain at the school through to Year 10.

Exit Destinations
Percentage of students from Years 10 to
12 going on to further studies or full-time
employment.

Note: This measure uses data from the
previous year. Data excludes exit
destinations recorded as 'Unknown'.
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Performance Summary

Wellbeing

Student Outcomes

Students Attitudes to School Sense of Connectedness
Measures the percent endorsement on
Sense of Connectedness factor, as
reported in the Attitudes to School Survey
completed annually by Victorian
Government school students in Years 4 to
12. The percent endorsement indicates
the percent of positive responses (agree
or strongly agree).

Students Attitudes to School Management of Bullying
Measures the percent endorsement on
Management of Bullying factor, as
reported in the Attitudes to School Survey
completed annually by Victorian
Government school students in Years 4 to
12. The percent endorsement indicates
the percent of positive responses (agree
or strongly agree).
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How to read the Annual Report
The School Comparison shows that most schools are achieving
results that are ‘Similar’ to other schools with alike student
backgrounds and characteristics. Some schools are doing
exceptionally well and have ‘Higher’ performance. Some schools
have ‘Lower’ performance than expected and receive targeted
support to ensure that there is improvement.

What does the About Our School section refer to?
The About Our School page provides a brief background on the
school, an outline of the school’s performance over the year and
plans for the future.
The ‘School Context’ describes the school’s vision, values and
purpose. Details include the school’s geographic location, size
and structure, social characteristics, enrolment characteristics and
special programs.
The ‘Framework for Improving Student Outcomes (FISO)’ section
includes the improvement initiatives the school has selected and
the progress they have made towards achieving them.

More information on School Comparison performance
measures can be found at:
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/involve/
Pages/performance.aspx

What does the Performance Summary section of this report
refer to?
The Performance Summary reports on data in three key areas:
Achievement
- student achievements in:
- English and Mathematics for National Literacy and
Numeracy tests (NAPLAN)
- English and Mathematics for teacher judgements
against the curriculum
- all subjects for Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE)
examinations (secondary schools)
Engagement
- student attendance and engagement at school
- how many students leaving school go on to further
studies or full-time work (secondary, P-12 and
specialist schools)
Wellbeing
- Attitudes to School Survey (ATOSS)
- Sense of connectedness
- Management of Bullying

What does ‘Data not available’ mean?

Results are displayed for the latest year, as well as the average
of the last four years (where available).

The Victorian Curriculum F–10 sets out what every student
should learn during their first 11 years of schooling. The
curriculum is the common set of knowledge and skills required by
students for life-long learning, social development and active and
informed citizenship.

Some schools have too few students enrolled to provide data.
There may be no students enrolled in some year levels so school
comparisons are not possible.
New schools have only the latest year of data and no
comparative data from previous years.
The Department also recognises unique circumstances in
Specialist, Select Entry, English Language and Community
Schools where school-to-school comparisons are not
appropriate.

What is the Victorian Curriculum?

The curriculum has been developed to ensure that school
subjects and their achievement standards enable continuous
learning for all students, including students with disabilities.
The ‘Towards Foundation Level Victorian Curriculum’ is
integrated directly into the curriculum and is referred to as ‘Levels
A to D’.
‘Levels A to D’ may be used for students with a disability or
students who may have additional learning needs.

What does School Comparison refer to?
The School Comparison is a way of comparing this school’s
performance to similar schools in Victoria.
The comparison measure takes into account the school’s
academic intake, the socio-economic background of students, the
number of Aboriginal students, the number of non-English
speaking and refugee students, the number of students with a
disability and the size and location of the school.
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‘Levels A to D’ are not associated with any set age or year level
that links chronological age to cognitive progress (i.e. there is no
age expected standard of achievement for ‘Levels A to D’).
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Financial Performance and Position
Financial performance and position commentary
As the financial performance indicates the school is in a sound financial position. Indicated Under the Net Operating Surplus/-Deficit
is a surplus of $1,431,017. This is due to sound financial management and strategic allocation of resources to improve the school
environment and student learning outcomes. Equity funding has been targeted to providing intensive wellbeing support, additional
counselling to students in need. The school also offers a Quick smart Numeracy and Literacy for learning program to support students
in need of literacy and numeracy intervention. Voluntary parent contribution and funds sourced from our International students
program have facilitated the upgrading of the school hall and performing arts classrooms. The school is also a treasurer for various
organisations such as The Association for Accredited SEAL schools (TAS). The school receives an annual Advance grant which is
used to fund the Year 10 ACE and outdoor education program.
Financial Performance - Operating Statement
Summary for the year ending 31 December, 2017
Revenue
Student Resource Package
Government Provided DET Grants
Government Grants Commonwealth

Financial Position as at 31 December, 2017
Actual

$10,379,914

$2,168,724

Official Account

$24,060

$7,300

Other Accounts

$78,920

$11,432

Revenue Other

$79,396

Total Operating Revenue

High Yield Investment Account

Actual

$1,815,088

Government Grants State
Locally Raised Funds

Funds Available

Total Funds Available

$2,271,704

$2,715,043
$15,008,172

Equity¹
Equity (Social Disadvantage)

$38,031

Equity (Catch Up)

$12,572

Equity Total

$50,603

Expenditure
Student Resource Package²

Financial Commitments
$10,051,064 Operating Reserve

Books & Publications

$27,061

Communication Costs

$57,752

Consumables
Miscellaneous Expense³
Professional Development
Property and Equipment Services
Salaries & Allowances⁴
Trading & Fundraising
Travel & Subsistence
Utilities

Asset/Equipment Replacement < 12 months
Capital - Buildings/Grounds incl SMS<12
months

$286,737 Maintenance - Buildings/Grounds incl
$880,112 SMS<12 months
$59,505 Revenue Receipted in Advance
$1,414,717 School Based Programs
$372,412 School/Network/Cluster Coordination
$329,949 Provision Accounts
$2,546 Other recurrent expenditure
$95,298 Total Financial Commitments

Total Operating Expenditure

$13,577,155

Net Operating Surplus/-Deficit

$1,431,017

Asset Acquisitions

$1,647,763
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$547,820
$100,000
$1,096,896
$44,777
$219,299
$192,860
$59,494
$10,000
$559
$2,271,704

Box Hill High School
(1) The Equity funding reported above is a subset of overall revenue reported by the school
(2) Student Resource Package Expenditure figures are as of 05 March 2018 and are subject to change during the reconciliation
process.
(3) Misc Expenses may include bank charges, health and personal development, administration charges, camp/excursion costs
and taxation charges.
(4) Salaries and Allowances refers to school-level payroll.
All funds received from the Department, or raised by the school, have been expended, or committed to subsequent years, to support
the achievement of educational outcomes and other operational needs of the school, consistent with Department policies, School
Council approvals and the intent/purposes for which funding was provided or raised.
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