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WELCOME to the third edition of the Box Hill High School Instrumental Music Program newsletter.   

MUSIC CALENDAR —TERM 4 DATES 

Monday 12 October—Sunday 1 November 
Year 7, 21 Day Practise Challenge 
 
Wednesday 14 October, 7.30pm 
Senior Music Night - Wind Symphony, Stage Band 
Vocal Groups and Choir. The Hall 
 

Tuesday 10 November, Periods 3 & 4 
Junior Band Workshop, P09 
 
Monday 16—Friday 20 November, Years 7-10 
Exam Week 
 
Tuesday 17 November                                                
Junior Band, Victorian School Music Festival 
Deakin Edge, Federation Square, City 

Thursday 26 November, 7.30pm                  
Junior Music Night - Junior Band, Concert Band, 
String Ensemble, Vocal Groups, Guitar Ensemble. 
The Hall  
 
Friday 27 November, 9am-3pm                                                           
Rookie Band Workshop                                          
Lilydale Heights Secondary College  
 
Tuesday 1 December, 5pm-5.40pm                                                 
Parent Information Night (Mainstream), Year 11 Jazz 
Group 

Thursday 3 December, 5pm-5.40pm 
Parent Information Night (Seal), Concert Band  
 
Tuesday 15 December, 7pm  
Presentation Night, Wind Symphony 

TERM 3 IN REVIEW 

Congratulations to all students who took part in what was a very busy term 3. Competitions, Gallery performances, Jazz 

Night, VCE Music Solo Performances and the ten year reunion were just some of the things that took place. The        

Concert Band and Wind Symphony performed at the Victorian Schools Music Festival at the Hawthorn Arts Centre 

where students were privileged to play in the newly renovated Arts Centre, have an on-stage tutorial and listen to 

bands perform from other schools.  Congratulations to members of the Concert Band who gained a Silver Shield for 

their performance in the Junior Band section and the Wind Symphony members who showed great commitment to 

win a Bronze Shield in the Intermediate section.  The Wind Symphony later went on to play at the Regent Theatre as a 

part of the South Street Eisteddfod in the Intermediate section and placed 4th from 15 ensembles.   A terrific effort   

considering the array of talented bands.  



Voice students were treated to an array of experiences starting with a special Vocal Night where they had the     

opportunity to perform at a very entertaining evening. Many students also took part in the Get Vocal workshop, 

Youth Contest and Concert.  Congratulations to the members of The Babershop for winning the Gold Medal. A great 

effort by all students. 

Guitar students visited the Maton Guitar factory in Box Hill South.  The 90 minute tour was incredibly insightful and  

well worth the visit. Many guitarists worldwide play Maton guitars and the factory occasionally repairs guitars that 

belong to famous musicians. The Guitar Ensemble performed in the Galley and several members also played at the 

Jazz Night.    

The String Ensemble continued to rehearse throughout the term and now boasts 14 members. They are improving 

every week and we appreciate the efforts of Tanya Balka for her guidance as the ensemble director which is in its 

first year.  The String Ensemble performed in the Gallery, displaying their skills to students and staff and we look 

forward to hearing them perform at the Junior Music Night on Thursday, 26 November.  

The Stage Band had two performances in Term 3. The first was the “10 Year School Reunion”, where ex-music     

students were amazed by the standard of the ensemble. The Band also performed at the Jazz Night at the Box Hill 

RSL and blew away the audience with their usual enthusiastic performance.  The Year 10 class, The Babershop, 

Neve Fulton, Spencer Harvey and the Guitar Ensemble also performed on the night to a very appreciative audience.  

We are looking forward to a return visit in 2016.   

The instrumental music staff are very proud of the commitment displayed by all students. We continue to be      

inspired by the passion for music they display and look forward to the term ahead. 

Troy Rogers 

“FRIENDS OF MUSIC” 2016 

In 2016, the Friends of Music parents group will com-

mence and help our growing music program by as-

sisting at various concerts held by the music depart-

ment throughout the year.  They will also assist in 

fundraising activities to help buy musical instruments 

and provide funds for upcoming tours.  It is the aim of 

the group to meet several times throughout the year. 

Parents will be able to sign up at the beginning of next 

year. 

21 Day Practise Challenge 

All Year 7 instrumental students will be taking part 

in the “21 Day Practise Challenge”.  The challenge 

will start on Monday 12 October and finish on Sun-

day 1 November.  After each practice session, stu-

dents will need to write down how many minutes 

they practised and add up the total at the conclu-

sion of the 3 weeks. Instrumental music staff will 

provide sheets to students or parents can print 

them off at home from Compass. Parents must 

witness and sign off on each practise. The winner 

will receive a $50 Voucher from Fine Music.  There 

will also be consolation prizes for second and third 

winners.  So….take on the challenge.  Good luck!   
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Staff Feature – “Gianni Marinucci” 

Box Hill High School has a wonderful Brass program and 

it is due mainly to our fabulous trumpet teacher, Gianni 

Marinucci.  Gianni took the opportunity to play the trum-

pet when he arrived at Burwood Heights High School as 

a Year 7 student and has rarely been seen without it ever 

since.  After a year of playing, Gianni began playing in the 

school’s Concert Band where he learned to play with 

others, to this day he still enjoys nothing more than play-

ing with other musicians who share his intense passion 

for music. During Gianni’s involvement with The Concert 

Band, he went on Band Camp, performed at local events 

and often went into the recording studio to record the 

band’s repertoire.  Listening to the great singers and 

bands from the 40’s, 50’s and 60’s have been a staple for 

Gianni as he developed his intense love of music.  Some 

early influences were Frank Sinatra, Chet Baker and 

Vince Jones. In Year 9, Gianni created his first Jazz En-

semble with members from the Concert Band.  The Jazz 

Ensemble cut its teeth in Gianni’s garage in East Bur-

wood, practising hits such as “Mercy, Mercy, Mercy”, 

“All of Me” and “Cantaloupe Island”.  Gianni has played 

in many groups over the years including the Gianni Mari-

nucci Trio, Gianni Marinucci Nonet and B# Big Band at 

venues in the city such as Bennett’s Lane Jazz Club and 

the Paris Cat. Playing the trumpet has also taken Gianni 

to many places around Australia and the world including 

Vanuatu and New York.  It is a privilege to have Mr Mari-

nucci working at Box Hill High School. 

“Brother” 

Three boys from the same family who happen to be in a 

band together… what else would you call them 

but…”Brother”. Cole in Year 12 (Vocals and Bass), Jesse in 

Year 10 (Drums) and Isaiah in Year 7 (Guitar) have played 

together at Box Hill High School for only this year but what 

a year it has been.  The brothers are all terrific musicians in 

their own right and when they come together, they make a 

great sound. An entertaining group with a fresh new sound 

which displays great energy and one can only smile when 

being entertained by this great group. Lead vocalist Cole is 

hard to miss with his engaging face and enormous stage 

presence. Jesse on the drums is obviously the rock in this 

ensemble with his solid beat and backing vocals. Isaiah, the 

youngest of the group is influenced by his elder siblings by 

expressive playing and audience engagement. It has been 

fantastic watching the group perform at the Winter Concert 

and Talent Show where they made it all the way to the   

final. Well done boys. 

Instrumental Music Assessment  - Monday 16 to Friday       

20 November 

Students in Years 7-10 will complete an assessment on 

their instrument in week 7 of this term. Students will have 

their assessment on the day they usually have a lesson in 

the designated lesson time.  Teachers will give students 

their task which will include technical work and pieces and 

will also appear on Compass.  Good luck everyone!         

Practise, Practise and Practise! 

  Cole 

Jesse 

Isaiah 
Mr Marinucci 



MUSIC FUN FACTS 

A grand piano can be played faster than an upright (spinet) 

piano 

Music was sent down a telephone line for the first time in 

1876, the year the phone was invented 

The term “disc jockey” was first used in 1937 

The Ocarina, a musical wind instrument, is also known as 

the Sweet Potato. 

What two instruments are in the Key of F?                    

French Horn and English Horn 

John Lennon wrote Good morning, Good Morning after 

hearing a Corn Flakes commercial 

 

 

CONTACT US 

For more information about the Instrumental Music       

Program, please feel free to contact us at the school.  

 

Mr Troy Rogers 

Director of Music  

Email: rogers.troy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

 

 



VOCAL CONCERT— 5 August 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Victorian School Music Festival 

 

 

String Ensemble 

Concert Band 

Wind Symphony 


