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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER    
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Box Hill High School 

Whitehorse Road, Box Hill Vic 3128 

Telephone 9877 1177 Facsimile 9894 1347 

box.hill.hs@edumail.vic.gov.au  

www.boxhillhs.vic.edu.au  

Absence Hotline 

�  9875 9133 

��� �  francis.sonia.s@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Week Commencing: August 10 

Mon, Aug 10 Yr 12 Students 

Tue, Aug 11 Yr 12 Students 

Wed, Aug 12 Angela Chandler 

Thu, Aug 13 Donna Lee 

Fri, Aug 14 Denise Taylor 

Canteen Roster 

Calendar 
Please refer to our website for further 

details - www.boxhillhs.vic.edu.au 

August 

Wed 5 VCE Expo 5 - 7pm 

5 - 8 Yr 9 Acc Challenge Program 

Mon 10 Course Counselling Yr 9 Acc & Yr 10 

Tues 11 Concert Band Excursion 

Thur 13 Parent Teacher forms distributed,  
Yrs 10 - 12 

Mon 17 Course Counselling Yr 11 

Tues 18 Wind Symphony Excursion 

Fri 21 Talent Quest Final, 7.30pm - Hall 

Mon 24 Ski Camp 

Tues 25 Parent Teacher Night, Yrs 10 - 12 

September 

Thur 3 Parent Teacher forms distributed, Yrs 
7- 9 

7 - 11  Year 11 Open Week 

5 - 26 German Tour 

Fri 11 Debutante Ball 

14 - 18 Year 9 Canberra Trip 

Wed 16 Parent Teacher Night, Yrs 7 - 9 

Fri 18 Interim Reports Distributed 
Last Day of Term 3 

October 

Fri 16 Trivia Night  

Tues 20 Night of Notables 

November 

Thu 19 Valedictory Dinner 

Wed 25 Year 12 Camp 

Uniform Shop Hours 
The operational hours of the Uniform Shop are:  
 
                Mon: 12.20pm - 3.30pm,  
                Thurs: 8.15am -10.45am 
 

Contact Number: 9809 5477 

Congratulations to all the Cast and Crew of Grease 
Sadly, Grease has come to an end but what an amazing week of 
performances it was! Members of the audience loved the show  - they were so 
impressed by the professionalism of the performers, the energy and 
enthusiasm of the cast and the quality of the singing and dancing. They were  
also delighted by the band and really enjoyed their interaction with the 
audience. They were so impressed that the students ran the backstage, 
lighting, sound, props etc! 

So well done to you all! I thoroughly endorse all these comments. I loved the 
show every night that I went. Over one hundred students were involved in this 
production and I would like to say how much I admire your talent whether it 
was acting, singing, dancing or tech crew. I would like to thank each and 
every one of you for your commitment, your hard work and your 
professionalism in staging a complex show. Congratulations to you all, we are 
delighted that you are all members of our wonderful Box Hill High School 
community!! 

VCE EXPO – Tonight! 

Tonight, instead of having the usual VCE information evening, the school is 
putting on the VCE Expo. All subject areas will have displays and teachers will 
be available to discuss VCE subjects, choices and options with both parents 
and students. I am hoping that this new format will provide families with a lot 
more information and individual support for our students. This night will be 
followed by Course Counselling for all our Year 9 Accelerated, Year 10 and 
Year 11 students. 

This week the Talent Quest commences. Unfortunately I was unable to attend 
the first heat but I heard from Ms Evans-Hayes that the quality of the student 
performances was excellent. I look forward to seeing more of our very 
talented students and I am looking forward to attending the finals night on 
August 21st. Don’t forget to put this date in your diaries. I know it will be a 
marvellous night of entertainment! 
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Principal’s Report 
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Grease is the word!!! The final night is over, the theatre is empty, the magic is diminished, but the spirit of that 
wonderful musical will always have a special place reserved in our hearts. I am writing this on a simple 
Sunday morning. The sky is bright, much like the sky would be for Danny Zuko’s unforgettable encounter with 
the dashing, blonde bombshell we’re all so familiar with, Sandy Dumbrowski!  

Having seen both the movie interpretation and theatrical version of Grease, I just can’t seem to get enough of 
it. What better treatment is there for this hip-grooving craze than to express my feelings through words. In 
1978, when the film version was released, audiences went wild for John Travolta’s smooth moves in 
groundbreaking musical classics like “Greased Lightning”. The guys on the other hand went drooling all over 
Olivia Newton-John (boy, did she look hot in her leather-strap outfit!! Very seductive indeed!). The impact of 
the film was phenomenal!! Ever since, it has possessed the hearts and souls of performers worldwide!! It 
seems that Box Hill High School didn’t have enough willpower and strength to resist the very diabolical 
demons of rock and roll!! Grease had entered our halls!  

The very meaning of the term “teenager” was revived and had gained its retribution and comeback by the 
outstanding performances by our school’s very own cast, crew, director and everyone else who has dedicated 
blood, sweat and toil in order to make this epic vision a reality. The picturesque, illuminating lights and the ever-
engaging sound effects just add up to make our school’s production even more memorable. Being part of the cast, 
I must be frank and point out that I truly admire the passion and dedication everyone had for this production. The 
sets were so real and believable, and with that wonderful feat accomplished, it really helps me and my fellow cast 
members as actors to fully feel the “teenage rebelliousness and outrageous attitudes of the 50’s”. Among all the 
sets constructed, my personal favorite was how the tech-crew improvised and came up with their own idea for the 
car in the “Greased Lightning” scene. The smoke and blue lights really made it feel big and tough! I really felt that I 
was actually stealing hubcaps during the wee small hours of the morning (which is something I don’t think I’ll ever 
do in my life!!) I hope the audience felt that effect too.  

What the school accomplished within the past week was truly sensational! Initially, my mind was filled with doubt 
about the production. People were laughing at the idea of it, the idea of me joining a school musical soon became 
everyone’s favorite thing to gossip about. Unfortunately, the gossip about me and the production was really harsh 
and cruel. Their foul tongues had really hurt me and for a while, it had robbed my passion and spirit for the arts 
from my very soul. At that moment , I felt lost, empty and hollow. In short, I saw the world in a very miserable and 
pessimistic manner. Everyday seemed like a nightmare!! Then it struck me, somehow, sometime, during the holidays, 
something inside me told me to carry on and to use this weakness and convert it to a strength. I was inspired by the joy 
and pride everyone else in the production had for their work and was determined to carry on. Here I am now, sitting on 
my computer desk, writing this review with joy and nostalgia, with the “Grease soundtrack” playing to keep my fingers 
going…  

In conclusion, Grease is a musical reflection of every adolescent’s experiences! In every generation, there will always be 
a macho, suave, alpha male like Danny Zuko who gets all the chicks. Fun, lovable, lively Greasers will always dominate 
our high school halls with their daring, different, exotic hairstyles. They may not have the greased-up hair James Dean 
had, but nonetheless, you will find empty bottles of Gel and hair product piled up in every teenagers’ room. What a slave 
to fashion we teenagers truly are. This will never change. It is simply a law of nature. It is ever going to fire the teenager 
and will never lose its heat, nor will hair lose its “Grease”!! It’s an inevitable phenomenon, which makes this production 
so unique, distinct and fun. Clowns like Roger and Doody will always liven up our classes, make fun of teachers, and 
look up to their leaders or, in Roger’s case, moon to express his love for a chick! Ambitious, studious Pattys and 
Eugenes will always be found in the school libraries, busy studying or planning some student committee meeting. Alas, I 
have to write this final line to end my review again, for I feel that this line will never ever lose its mojo. Grease is the word 
man!!! Go Greased Lightning!!!  

 

Edward See Yuen Wong of Year 
9, who played the character 

Roger in the BHHS production of 
the stage musical Grease 
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Grease 

Grease was a huge hit. Audiences went wild. We sold over 1300 tickets, a record for our fledgling history of live performances of stage 
musicals. It was a massive and gratifying undertaking made possible by the collaborative and generous efforts of so many students, parents 
and teachers. The results are evident not only in the Box Office receipts but also in the standard of presentation, further evidence of which is 
available through a catalogue of production photos now available on the Box Hill High School website - www.boxhillhs.vic.edu.au -  Enjoy and 
re-live your favourite moments through pictures. 

Mr Rod Charls, Grease Director 

The German Excursion 

A day of adventure, a day of fun, a day of news reading in German, a day being cool and speaking Deutsch! 

On the 24th of July, German learners from Year 9 went on an excursion to the German Day Out at Federation Square. The excursion included 
2 hours in a hall being talked to by teachers and students alike about their experiences with German. This was interesting. 

They then walked to Federation Square where the real fun began. At Federation Square there were about 10 stalls each containing a different 
organization that was promoting their services to do with German. Most of these companies were student exchange companies, radio stations 
and the Goethe Institute. 

Students were each given some sheets of paper containing questions and asked to answer them within 2 hours. The students hurried off to 
complete them as quickly as possible. 

One of the highlights of Federation Square was a German rapper who had just flown over. He was good fun but nobody could understand 
what he was saying because he spoke so quickly! 

The 2 hours finished and the students congregated at the selected meeting point. They then headed off to the train station and home. 

By Liam Hartley, 9F 

End of Year Camps 

It’s that time of year to decide which End of Year Camp to attend. The dates for the camps are Monday December 7 to Friday December 11. 
The camps on offer this year are: 

 Bike Camp Horse Riding Camp  Surf Camp Water Ski Camp  Games Camp 

The Surf, Water Ski and Games Camps will be decided by ballot as there are more students than places available. All the relevant information 
for all the camps and how the ballots will be conducted will be given to students on Thursday August 13. So start thinking about what camp 
you and your friends wish to go on. You will have lots of fun!! Any questions, please don’t hesitate to see me. 

Ms Sonia Francis, Camps Coordinator 
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Make This My Homepage Announcement 

 

You may have noticed something different about our school’s website. Box Hill High School has 
joined a program called sponsor-ed that helps connect schools to their communities and to 
generate fundraising dollars for them.  

sponsor-ed (the people behind the program) provide us with a free website, free hosting, training 
and on-going support. Websites of comparable quality can cost in excess of $7,000. 

A lot has changed in the digital world since we first implemented our school’s website. Back then 
we hadn’t heard of Google, Wikipedia, ebay and the ipod was still just an idea! 

One of the most significant changes has been the ability of websites to generate sponsorship funds 
if enough people visit a site. It’s a lot like the newspaper world. The more people that see the 
advertisers message, the more money the publisher can earn. Today, almost by accident, we find 
ourselves as publishers.  

The fund raising dollars we can earn is tied directly to the number of page views our website 
receives and the sponsors we have on our site. The school has total control over which sponsors 
are represented on our site.  

What’s a page view? It’s simply a way of measuring how many times our website is viewed by our 
community. 

One of the things you could do now to help get our website visits up is to make your computers 
(school, home, work) homepage the school’s website; www.boxhillhs.vic.edu.au.   Turn your 
computer’s home page to that of the school. You may never have thought much about your 
homepage or how to change it, but doing so is very easy.  On our website you’ll notice a big orange 
‘Make this my home page’ button in the top right hand corner; – just press it and your homepage 
will become that of the school’s. 

Apart from the fundraising, our new website has many wonderful and useful features; 

· Today’s weather forecast 

· A dynamic calendar that tells you what’s coming up 

· The school’s newsletters 

· Search for key words on the site 

· Google searching from the site 

· Save the environment, get your newsletters online. When the newsletter’s been 
uploaded, we’ll send you an email to let you know it’s now available 

· And much more coming over the coming months 

I hope you support this innovative initiative and if you have any ideas on the content that you would 
like to see on the site please let us know. 

And if you’re not familiar with our website address it is www.boxhillhs.vic.edu.au 
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13yr:  Julia Skowronska  14yr: Yan-Fei Zhao  15yr:  Maree Tunnecliffe 

 Andy Nguyen   Alex Anderson   Ivan Tang 

        

16yr: Megan Taylor  17yr Nicola Vining  20yr Elizabeth Brown 

 Adam Skowronski   Tim Dare   Roy Gao 

Deakin Mawson Batman Forrest 

1161 pts 1588 pts 1470 pts 1442 pts 

 

 

 

 

Starting this week we will have a weekly sports round up of results, news and more from our sports teams at BHHS. 
This week we open with the 2009 School Athletics Carnival... 

2009 School Athletics Results 

Box Hill High School’s House Athletics Carnival was held last week. The sports were a huge success, with lots of students participating and 
many records broken during the day. Box Hill had more than 80 students qualifying to represent the school at the District Athletics, held at the 
Doncaster Athletics Track. A huge thankyou to all the staff and students who assisted with the organisation and running of the House Athletics. 

Congratulations to Maree Tunnecliffe (3), Julia Skowronska (1), Cordelia Crosbie (1),  David Rankin (3), Brigitte Wolhuter (2), Caterina Harris 
and Jack Murphy (1) who all broke school records during the day 

The overall age group champions are given below: 

 

 

 

 

 

The overall house results are as follows: 

 

 

 

Congratulations to those students who participated and supported on the day and well done to DEAKIN who were the overall house athletics 
winner. Looking forward to carnivals in 2009!!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr John Middenway, Interschool Sports Co-ordinator 
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