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Absence Hotline 

�  9875 9133 

��� �  francis.sonia.s@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Week Commencing: July 13 

Mon, Jul 13 Donna Lee 

Tue, Jul 14 Lynda Lu 

Wed, Jul 15 Carole Byron 

Thu, Jul 16 Susie Bellairs-Walsh 

Fri, Jul 17 Diane Johns & Kay Cole 

Canteen Roster 
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Wednesday 24 Winter Concert - BHHS Hall at 7pm Monday 13 Term 3 Commences Wednesday 5 VCE Information Evening 

Friday 26 Reports Distributed 
Last Day Term 2 , 2.30pm finish 

Friday 17 Trivia Night - 7 pm Thursday 13 Parent Teacher forms distributed, Yrs 10 - 12 

  28 - 1 Aug ‘Grease’  - School Performance Monday 17 Course Counselling Yr 11 

    Friday 21 Talent Show Evening 

    Tuesday 25 Parent Teacher Night, Yrs 10 - 12 

Uniform Shop Hours 
The operational hours of the Uniform Shop are:  
 
                Mon: 12.20pm - 3.30pm,  
                Thurs: 8.15am -10.45am 
 

Contact Number: 9809 5477 

Sir Ken Robinson is an internationally recognised leader in the development of creativity, innovation and human resources and was knighted in 
2003 for his contribution to Education and The Arts. 

I was first introduced to his ideas at a leadership conference last year that showed a TED.com video of Sir Ken speaking about creativity.  

'The world is changing faster than ever in our history.  We need to evolve a new appreciation of the importance of nurturing human talent along 
with an understanding of how talent expresses itself differently in every individual.  We need to create an environment - in our schools, in our 
workplaces, and in our public offices - where every person is inspired to grow creatively.' 

I was excited by his ideas and approach and have since had many professional conversations around how to cultivate students’ individual 
passions and talents. I was particularly intrigued by the following story -  

“I’m working on a new book called Epiphany. This is a collection of interviews and reflections on how people discovered their 
talent. Epiphany was triggered by a conversation I had with Gillian Lynne. Gillian is a choreographer and she was responsible for 
Cats and Phantom of the Opera. She’s wonderful. I had lunch one day with Gillian and asked her how she got to be a dancer. She 
said it nearly didn’t happen. She said that when she was in the elementary school she was a terrible student. Her handwriting was 
awful, she didn’t concentrate, couldn’t apply herself and was always looking out the window and being disruptive. As a result she 
was constantly in trouble. Eventually, the school wrote to her parents and said, “We think Gillian has a serious learning disorder.” 
Well, that’s a big stigma, then and now. I think now, by the way, they’d say she had Attention Deficit Disorder and put her on 
Ritalin. 

Anyway, she remembers being sent to see a specialist with her mother, who’d dressed her in her best frock and her Sunday 
shoes. She remembers walking into an oaklined study with leather bound books and a man behind a large oak table in a rather 
impressive suit. She was led in and he took her to the far end of the room and sat her down on a leather sofa. Her feet didn’t touch 
the ground and she sat on her hands so she wouldn’t fidget. For about 20 minutes her mother described to him all the problems 
she was having at school and all the problems she was causing. All the time he was watching her intently. At the end of it, he stood 
up and came across and sat next to her. And he said, “Gillian, I have been listening to all the things your mother’s told me – all the 
problems you’re having at school and I really now need to speak to her privately, so I’m going to leave with her and leave you on 
your own, but we’ll be back. We won’t be very long – just wait for us.” She said okay and they got up and left the room. But as they 
went out of the room, he leant across the desk and turned the radio on that was sitting on his desk. 

She found out later that as they got into the corridor he turned to her mother and said, “Just stand here for a moment and watch 
her.” There was a window back into the room. The moment they left the room, Gillian was on her feet moving to the music, all 
around the room. They watched for a few minutes and then he turned to her mother and said to her, “Mrs. Lynne, Gillian isn’t sick – 

(Continued on page 2) 
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she’s a dancer. Take her to dance school.”  

I said, “What happened to Gillian?” She said, “I can’t tell you. I walked into this room and it was wonderful. There were all these 
people like me, people who couldn’t sit still – people who had to move to think.” I said, “What did you do?” She said, “We did ballet, 
we did tap, we did modern, we did jazz, and we did contemporary.” She was recommended for the Royal Ballet School, was 
auditioned and accepted. She became a soloist at Sadler’s Wells Royal Ballet. When her career came to a natural conclusion at 
the Royal Ballet, she founded her own company – the Gillian Lynne Dance Company. She met Andrew Lloyd Webber. She’s been 
responsible for some of the most successful musical theatre productions in history, she’s given pleasure to millions and is probably 
a millionaire. Somebody else might have put her on medication and told her to calm down. 

Now my point really is that there are millions of Gillians. We are all of us Gillians in our different ways looking to find the thing we can do. 
People achieve their best when they’re in their element – when they do the thing that they love. And by the way, when they do that they get 
better at everything because their tails are up. When people find the thing that they can do, they get better at everything. It’s true everywhere.” 

Sir Ken was interviewed recently on the ‘7:30 Report’. You can follow the link below to see that fascinating interview 
http://www.abc.net.au/reslib/200906/r386261_1803158.asx 

It is always a thrill to witness students at our school in their “element”. There are countless examples happening every day! I have listed below 
just a couple: 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7F have been working with Emit Repoons - curious? Check out what they have been up to - http://year7historygr.edublogs.org/ 

A few weekends ago I was lucky enough to visit our students designing the latest batch of solar cars - each year the enthusiasm seems to 
grow. They give up every second Saturday and many weekdays after school to be involved in this remarkable program. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the SRC, particularly Bill Ding 10O, Mischel Luong 12D, Tina Huang 7F and Deepak Pillai 
11F who put in a lot of time and effort to survey our students on the issue of bell times. They collated the results and gave an excellent 
summary of their findings at the staff meeting on Monday afternoon. A decision about any changes will be made early in term three and 
implemented shortly after that. We thank parents and guardians for their input on this matter.  

Congratulations to Venky Jois 11E who has been selected as a member of the Victorian Secondary Schools’ Sports Association Boys’ 18 and 
Under Basketball Team. No wonder the senior boys whooped the staff in the staff vs student basketball match earlier in the term! 

It may also be of interest to our school community that a former student - Tarrant Falcke has just scooped the student prize pool in the Monash 
University Faculty of Engineering Awards. He won the Sir John Monash Medal, Engineers Australia, the Ian Langlands Award, the Owen 
Potter Award for Chemical Engineering Excellence, the Victorian Pratt Prize and the International Student Design Competition as well as the 
IChemEMacnab Medal for Excellence in Design. All I can say is WOW! 

Have a wonderful, safe holiday. I hope you have time to indulge in the things you love doing! 

Julie Kennedy, Acting Principal 

Check out the blog for our fantastic knitting club 
http://redcouchknitters.globalstudent.org.au/ 

Our talented musicians in the stage band and Shady Lewis and 
the Jazz Pelicans gave a concert at lunchtime on Monday, on 
the outdoor stage in the quadrangle. Students enjoyed the 
glorious sunshine as they listened to some fantastic melodies. 
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Performing Arts Update 

Grease – You’re the One That I Want! 

With just 4 weeks remaining prior to the Opening Night (Tuesday 28 July), the pace of preparations 
has quickened (understatement!), and so have ticket sales. 

Help us Build the Stage Sets! 

The set building starts 10am next Saturday and Sunday in the hall. If you would like to help with the 
building, you would be more than welcome. Grab your tools (cordless drills, hammers, power tools, 
etc), load your boot and come on down, even if only for a couple of hours on either day. There’s lots to 
do and, as they say, “many hands make light work”! 

Week 2 of the Holidays 

The cast, technical crew and musicians will be rehearsing throughout week 2 of the school holidays. 
We are planning to have them costumed, performance ready and sizzling by the start of Term 3. 

We need Help! 

Hello to any hairdressers, seamstresses, carpenters, program sellers, caterers, make-up artists, et al., 
i.e. anyone with a passion for live theatre who feels that they have skills and capacities to contribute to 
our efforts. We need you! FOPA needs you! Our student performers need you! Call us or email 
rodmcharls@hotmail.com and get on board for a greased-lightning experience. 

Friends of Performing Arts 

We farewell and congratulate our retiring Convener, Rod Buncle, who has done a pioneering job in 
steering the development of this parent support organization. His exemplary, leadership has inspired 
and cemented FOPA as a highly productive, creative and reliable resource committed to the promotion 
and development of performing arts activities (music and drama) within our school. We are extremely 
appreciative of his leadership skills and organizational abilities, his unrelenting enthusiasm and 
capacity for getting things done! 

We are as appreciative of Tony Burton who steps into Rod’s mantle as our recently confirmed 
Convener of FOPA. Tony has been a FOPARIAN since its inception and will steer our progress with 
equal alacrity and commitment. On behalf of all of us at Box Hill High, a hearty expression of our 
appreciation to you both. Thank you most sincerely! 

Rod Charls, Performing Arts 

Student Absences 

If a student is going to be absent from school for any reason, please ring the Absence Hotline number 9875 9133 or email me on  
francis.sonia.s@edumail.vic.gov.au    

Students are encouraged to bring notes the following day (not a couple of months later!) after being absent from school.  If a parent rings the 
school for an absence, they still need to provide a written note with the student.  Absence notes are to be handed in to me in my office (room 
108). Please do not hand notes in at the General Office.  If you wish to take your child on holidays during the school term, you must notify me, 
the Year Level Co-ordinator and the student’s teachers before you leave. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any queries.  

Sonia Francis, Attendance Coordinator 
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See you there!  
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Education Maintenance Allowance 

Instalment Two 

The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is provided to assist eligible families with the costs associated with the education of their 
children.   

To be eligible for receipt of the EMA you must: 

¨ be either a parent or guardian of a primary or secondary school student up to the age of sixteen; and 

¨ be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink pension, allowance or benefit within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004 or be a 
Veterans Affairs (TPI) pensioner or be a foster parent. 

Consequently parents/guardians are able to access the EMA if they have a valid Health Care Card or valid Pension Card. 

The eligibility criteria must be met as at the first day of Term 1 (28 January 2009 which is the first day for teaching staff) and Term 3 (13 July 
2009).  

The EMA application must be submitted to the school by 27 February 2009 for the first instalment and 7 August 2009 for the second 
instalment. 

The EMA provides an annual amount of $221 for primary students and $443 for secondary students and is paid in two instalments.  This 
amount is split evenly between the parents/guardians and the school.   

Students turning 16 years in 2009 will be paid on a pro rata basis. 
 
Parents with continuing eligibility, who are paid the first instalment of 2009 through this school will not be required to complete a 
new application for the second instalment.  Parents who transfer children to another school after 27 February 2009 and prior to or on 
7 August 2009, must reapply at the new school for the second instalment.  

EMA application forms are available from the school office. 

If your Centrelink Card used for your EMA application in Term 1, expired prior to 13 July 2009, you will need to show your ‘new card’ 
at the General Office before Friday 7 August, 2009 to ensure your application for instalment 2 is processed. 
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Bookings 

To purchase tickets for Grease:- 

1. Fill in this form and send it to the 
General Office with payment.  
Please note that payment is 
required at time of booking. 
More forms available at the 
General Office. 
 
Or 

2. Phone us with your details.  
Please note change of contact 
number.  For phone bookings or 
enquiries, call 9877 1177. 

Students may 
collect their 

tickets from the  
General Office, 

once tickets have 
been ordered and 

processed. 


