
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Box Hill High School - VCE Handbook 2009 

 2  Last Updated 19/08/2008 

FOREWORD ....................................................................................................................................................................... 4 

GENERAL SCHOOL INFORMATION ........................................................................................................................... 5 

ATTENDANCE ..................................................................................................................................................................... 5 
AUTHORISED ABSENCES..................................................................................................................................................... 5 
RAMIFICATIONS OF POOR ATTENDANCE ............................................................................................................................ 5 
STUDENT ABSENCE POLICY FOR SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK .................................................................................. 6 
RESCHEDULING OF ASSESSMENT TASKS ............................................................................................................................ 6 
IMPLICATIONS OF STUDENT ABSENCES .............................................................................................................................. 7 
YOUTH ALLOWANCE .......................................................................................................................................................... 7 
BAGS .................................................................................................................................................................................. 8 
BEHAVIOUR CODE .............................................................................................................................................................. 8 
BICYCLES ........................................................................................................................................................................... 9 
CANTEEN ............................................................................................................................................................................ 9 
CAREERS SERVICE .............................................................................................................................................................. 9 
CARS .................................................................................................................................................................................. 9 
LATE ARRIVAL ................................................................................................................................................................... 9 
SPECIAL PROVISION/EXTENSION OF TIME ........................................................................................................................ 10 
SPECIAL PROVISION FOR GRADED ASSESSMENTS (SACS AND EXAMS) ........................................................................... 11 
DEADLINES FOR WORK .................................................................................................................................................... 11 
ENTER – EQUIVALENT NATIONAL TERTIARY ENTRANCE ............................................................................................... 11 
HOMEWORK ..................................................................................................................................................................... 12 
DETENTIONS ..................................................................................................................................................................... 12 
ILLNESS – FIRST AID ........................................................................................................................................................ 12 
TERM DATES .................................................................................................................................................................... 13 
LOCKERS AND PADLOCKS ................................................................................................................................................ 13 
LOST PROPERTY ............................................................................................................................................................... 13 
PERSONAL COUNSELLING ................................................................................................................................................. 13 
PREFECTS ......................................................................................................................................................................... 13 
PRIVATE STUDY PERIODS ................................................................................................................................................. 14 
REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT ......................................................................................................................................... 14 
RESOURCE CENTRE .......................................................................................................................................................... 14 
THE INTERNET: ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY ....................................................................................................................... 15 
SPORTS DAYS ................................................................................................................................................................... 16 
UNIFORM .......................................................................................................................................................................... 16 
NEWSLETTER AND OTHER NOTICES ................................................................................................................................. 17 
YEAR 12 STUDENTS’ COMMON ROOM ............................................................................................................................. 17 
PLANNING ........................................................................................................................................................................ 17 
THE STRUCTURE OF THE CERTIFICATE ............................................................................................................................. 17 
STUDENT PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS ............................................................................................................................... 18 
ASSESSMENT .................................................................................................................................................................... 18 
AUTHENTICATION POLICY AND PROCEDURES .................................................................................................................. 19 
REPORTING ....................................................................................................................................................................... 21 
PLANNING FOR POST-SCHOOL OPTIONS ........................................................................................................................... 21 
SELECTING A VCE PROGRAM........................................................................................................................................... 22 
VICTORIAN SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES................................................................................................................................ 24 

VCE SUBJECTS................................................................................................................................................................ 25 

HIGH ACHIEVING STUDENTS ............................................................................................................................................ 25 
LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE .......................................................................................................................................... 25 
RESEARCH AND PHILOSOPHY ........................................................................................................................................... 25 
PREREQUISITES FOR VCE SUBJECTS 2009 ........................................................................................................................ 26 
ACCOUNTING ................................................................................................................................................................... 28 
BIOLOGY .......................................................................................................................................................................... 29 
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT ................................................................................................................................................. 30 
CHEMISTRY ...................................................................................................................................................................... 31 
DRAMA ............................................................................................................................................................................. 32 
ECONOMICS ...................................................................................................................................................................... 33 
ENGLISH/ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE: .................................................................................................................. 35 



Box Hill High School - VCE Handbook 2009 

 3  Last Updated 19/08/2008 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ........................................................................................................................................................ 36 
FOOD AND TECHNOLOGY ................................................................................................................................................. 37 
GEOGRAPHY ..................................................................................................................................................................... 38 
HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT .............................................................................................................................. 40 
HISTORY ........................................................................................................................................................................... 41 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY............................................................................................................................................ 42 
INTERNATIONAL POLITICS ................................................................................................................................................ 43 
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES ................................................................................................................................................. 43 
LEGAL STUDIES ................................................................................................................................................................ 44 
LITERATURE ..................................................................................................................................................................... 45 
LOTE - CHINESE FIRST LANGUAGE ................................................................................................................................. 46 
LOTE - CHINESE SECOND LANGUAGE OR CHINESE SECOND LANGUAGE ADVANCED ..................................................... 47 
LOTE - GERMAN .............................................................................................................................................................. 48 
MATHEMATICS ................................................................................................................................................................. 49 
MUSIC PERFORMANCE UNITS 1 & 2 ................................................................................................................................. 51 
SOLO PERFORMANCE – UNITS 3 & 4 ................................................................................................................................. 51 
NATIONAL POLITICS ......................................................................................................................................................... 52 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION ..................................................................................................................................................... 53 
PHYSICS............................................................................................................................................................................ 54 
PSYCHOLOGY ................................................................................................................................................................... 55 
RESEARCH AND PHILOSOPHY ........................................................................................................................................... 56 
STUDIO ARTS ................................................................................................................................................................... 57 
VISUAL COMMUNICATION AND DESIGN ........................................................................................................................... 58 

 



Box Hill High School - VCE Handbook 2009 

 4  Last Updated 19/08/2008 

Foreword 
 
 
 
 
 

The material contained in this booklet serves a two-fold purpose:  to present students with an 
overview of the various aspects of the VCE and to assist students in their planning of the two year 
program of studies. 
 
 
 
The program of VCE Studies offered at Box Hill High School is designed to give all students the 
opportunity to gain entry into their chosen post-school studies and future career choice, whether it be 
by following the established route into higher education or by entering vocational training and 
employment in preferred areas. 
 
 
 
The units of study cover not only common ground but also provide for a divergence according to 
broad specialisation preferences.  The common ground comprises English.  Students may specialise 
in Arts, Business, Humanities, Science, Maths, and Technology, or a combination of these. 
 
 
 
The most valuable source of assistance consists of staff members at Box Hill High School.  Students 
will receive advice in all aspects of the VCE via private interviews and small group discussions with 
specially trained staff.  Parents who wish to have any questions answered or any points clarified 
should have no hesitation in contacting the school. 
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General School Information 

Attendance 

Attendance at all classes, including form assembly and year level assemblies, is compulsory.  
Regular, punctual attendance is essential.  In many instances it will be impossible to satisfy VCE 
outcomes if the student‟s attendance is irregular. 
 

Full attendance at all classes is expected, but a minimum attendance of 90% is mandatory in order 
for a student to be awarded an S for the unit. 
 

After an absence, a note of explanation must be given to the form teacher or Year Level Co-
ordinator.  If a student is to be absent, parents/guardians are requested to ring the School 
Attendance Officer before school if possible. 
 

VCE students are expected to remain at school from their first scheduled class until the end of their 
last scheduled class and at recesses and lunchtimes.  
 

Authorised Absences 

Authorised absences are granted for students who are absent for the following reasons: 
 

Á Illness that requires a visit to the doctor (medical certificate to be supplied by student) 
Á School excursions, camps, sport or other activity that is part of the school curriculum 
Á Other extenuating circumstances as approved by the Year Level Co-ordinator.  This does 

not include extended family holidays. 
 
Students must apply to the YLC for an authorised absence pass and show it to the teachers of all 
classes missed due to absence.  Authorised absences are exempted from subject attendance 
records.  * It is the responsibility of the student to ensure that they obtain an authorised 
absence pass from the YLC. 
 
In Unit 3 and 4 studies, students must attend classes in which assessable course work is being 
undertaken.  Failure to attend such classes may result in no grade being awarded for the 
assessment.  Only exceptional mitigating circumstances will be considered by the Year 12 Co-
ordinator. 
 
If a student is absent from class, it is their responsibility to ensure that they seek details of work 
missed.  Students who cannot provide a reasonable excuse for absence should realise that teachers 
are not responsible for providing missed work. 
 
Students must attend any scheduled class that is ongoing during exam periods. 
 
It is also essential to note that absence without medical certificates will not be accepted as an 
excuse for submitting work late. 

 

Ramifications of Poor Attendance 

Students must realise that poor or irregular attendance will result in some or all of the following 
consequences. 
 

Á An inability to keep up to date with outcomes resulting in difficulty in determining present 
level of progress with regard to skills. 

Á An inability to satisfy some outcomes which require continual updating/entries. 
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Á In the event of a student wishing to apply for Special Provision from the Victorian Curriculum 
and Assessment Authority (VCAA), schools are asked to base assessment on performance 
throughout the Unit.  Poor attendance may result in a teacher‟s inability to do this. 

Á Teacher refusal to authenticate assessed work [including course work] on the basis that 
work in progress has not been sighted or presented regularly. 

Á Youth Allowance payments are cut when absences without satisfactory excuse exceed 5 
days in any one term. 

Á Where a student has completed work but there has been a substantive breach of class 
attendance, the student may be awarded N (non-satisfactory completion). 

 

Student Absence Policy for School Assessed Coursework 

1. Except in exceptional circumstances, students are required to attend for all School Assessed 
Coursework.  (If exceptional circumstances occur, students or their representatives are required to 
make contact with the Year Level Co-ordinator or VCE Co-ordinator if the Year 12 Co-ordinator is 
not available before the SAC is due to begin.) 

 
2. The Year 12 Co-ordinator retains discretion to make a decision when a student has been absent for 

medical or non-medical reasons and there are genuine reasons for the absence which ought to be 
taken into consideration (Special Provision).  The Year 12 Co-ordinator will negotiate alternative 
assessment arrangements with the teacher concerned.  Where special provision is sought on 
medical grounds, it will only be granted if a medical report is produced which provides information 
from which it will be clear to the Co-ordinator that the illness is sufficiently serious to warrant 
absence from the assessment task.  The provision of this information is the responsibility of the 
student.  It will not be sufficient for the doctor to merely state that the student is suffering an 
illness or is unfit for work. 

 

3. Senior school students involved in co-curricular activities such as sports teams, coaching, musical 
performances, etc., should, unless there are very exceptional circumstances, give priority to their 
timetabled studies and are required to attend any assessment of coursework.  It is the responsibility 
of the student to inform their teachers of any upcoming absences. 

 

4. In exceptional circumstances, it is the student‟s responsibility to give to the Year 12 Co-ordinator at 
least five daysô notice of Special Provision due to a clash between a co-curricular activity and 
coursework assessment.  This decision is at the discretion of the Year 12 Co-ordinator. 

 

5. Box Hill High School discriminates between „authorised‟ absences and „unauthorised‟ absences.  
Where the absence is óunauthorisedô students will not be granted an extension of time to 
complete the assessment task.  Where the absence is authorised, an extension of time may 
be negotiated prior to the completion date. 

 

Rescheduling Of Assessment Tasks 

Students are eligible for an extension of time if they have been absent from school because of 
genuine serious illness or other special circumstances such as bereavement. 
 
For coursework assessment, an extension of time will usually be in the form of an alternative date for 
the assessment. 
 

To apply for an extension of time for an assessment task, students must get prior approval from the 
Year 12 Co-ordinator before the due date. 
 

If a student becomes seriously ill in the evening before a SAC, the Year 12 Co-ordinator must be 
contacted by the student, parent or guardian as soon as possible on the morning of the SAC.  If he is 
unavailable, then some other suitable person, e.g., VCE Co-ordinator, Year 11 Co-ordinator or 
Principal must be contacted with a full explanation provided. 
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The time to complete the rescheduled tasks will be tackled in a variety of ways. 
 

Box Hill High School will normally take a less formal approach which involves students completing 
their assessment task during spare periods, in the subject class, after school or in other teachers‟ 
classes.  This will occur as soon as possible upon the return of the student. 
 

Implications of Student Absences 

Event Rule/Action Effect Supervision 

Student does not sit 
test or class 
assessment task. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Provision is 
granted by year 
level co-ordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
No Special 
Provision. 
 
 
 
 
 

Student sits at some other 
suitable time.  Work will be 
graded.  Alternative work 
may be set.  Teacher may 
provide indicative 
assessment based on other 
work. 
 
Student will receive a mark 
of zero for that task. 
 
The student then sits at 
some other suitable time. 
 
Work will be judged to be S 
or N only. 
 
Alternative work may be 
set. 

Students are 
supervised by 
subject teacher at 
a suitable time. 
 
 
 
 
As above. 
 
 

Student does not sit 
a section of the 
assessment task 
when the 
assessment is 
entirely in class time. 

Special Provision is 
granted by year 
level co-ordinator. 
 
 
 
 
No Special 
Provision. 
 
 

Student sits this section at 
some other suitable time.  
Work will be graded.  An 
alternative section of work 
may be set. 
 
Student sits at some other 
suitable time.  This section 
of the work must be 
completed but will be 
judged to be S or N only.  
(Student loses just the 
marks for this section of the 
work.) 

As above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As above. 

Work is submitted 
but is not 
satisfactory. 

Work to be second-
marked by another 
teacher when 
possible.  Notify 
year level co-
ordinator. 

If the work is still 
considered unsatisfactory 
after a second marking, the 
student does further work at 
the teacher‟s direction in 
order to reach a satisfactory 
standard.  If the work is still 
N then the grade remains. 

 

Youth Allowance 

Substantial financial assistance is available for students from families who have net income levels 
below certain set amounts.  The details of the Youth Allowance program are modified each year so 
eligibility should be checked annually. 
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Bags 

Students must supply their own school bags.  Bags must be clearly marked inside with the owner‟s 
name.  Bags may not be taken into the classroom.  The locker issued to students will accommodate 
a school bag. 
 

All valuables should be kept in securely locked lockers. 
 

Behaviour Code 

At all times students should conduct themselves with common sense and good manners.  It is 
expected that parents/guardians will assist the school to maintain a high standard of conduct.  There 
are some basic rules. 

 
We Require 

¶ Correct uniform to be worn neatly. 
¶ Attentiveness and participation in the classroom. 
¶ Cleanliness. 
¶ Courtesy to staff, fellow students, and to the general community. 
¶ Regular attendance. 
¶ Punctuality, that is, you must be on time for each class. 
¶ Completion of all set work to the best of your ability. 
¶ Tolerance of others. 
¶ Prompt return of borrowed property [including library books]. 
¶ Orderly movement around the school.  VCE students should not enter practical classrooms 

unless the class teacher is present.  Students may only leave the classroom with the 
teacher‟s permission and generally, this will not be given except for “urgent” toilet or sick bay 
visits. 

 
We Do Not Permit 

¶ Disruptive classroom behaviour which interferes with teaching and learning. 

¶ Bullying, violence, assault.  Physical violence will generally result in the students involved 
being suspended from school. 

¶ Intimidation, constant teasing, or harassment.  Students, who feel that they are being 
harassed, whether it is physical, verbal or sexual harassment, are encouraged to report the 
matter to their Level Co-ordinator, or the Equal Opportunity Officer.  It should be noted that 
sexual harassment is defined as any spoken, written or physical behaviour of sexual kind 
that is unwanted. 

¶ Offensive or abusive language and behaviour. 

¶ Vandalism.  [This includes foolish behaviour which leads to damage such as the breaking of 
windows.  The cost of repairs will be charged to the student]. 

¶ Graffiti.  Students are not permitted to bring “white-out” or “textas” to school. 

¶ Using classrooms outside normal class time unless with the permission and direct 
supervision of a teacher or prefect. 

¶ Smoking, the possession of smoking materials, or being in the company of smokers.  [A 
similar restriction applies to all other drugs including alcohol]. 

¶ Littering. 

¶ Theft [and other recognised crimes].  The school may request police to become involved. 

¶ Mobile phones to be switched on in class. 

¶ Leaving the school grounds without permission.  If you need to leave the school 
grounds you must first report to the Co-ordinator‟s Office with the relevant note in order to 
obtain permission to leave in the form of a LEAVE PASS and sign Early Leaver‟s Book 
located in the General Office. 
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Bicycles 

Students may ride bicycles to school provided that the bicycles are left in the appropriate area with a 
lock attached and the rider wears an approved helmet.  Bicycles must not be ridden in the school 
grounds and should not be brought into the quadrangle area.  Parents/guardians should note that 
security of the bike including its fittings is the responsibility of its owner. 
 

Canteen 

The school canteen is in urgent need of volunteers to assist at the canteen on either a regular or 
occasional basis. 
 
Responsible VCE students might like to consider volunteering their services in this role to the 
Canteen Manager. 
 
Volunteers who are seeking further information should ring the Canteen Manager on 9877 1177. 

 

Careers Service 

The Careers Counsellor is available for advice on course selection and post-secondary options 
including tertiary, TAFE, apprenticeships and traineeships.  Current course guides and handbooks 
from Victorian and interstate institutions as well as vocational publications are available for student 
reference.  Regular newsletters outlining seminars, Open Days and policy changes of institutions are 
distributed to senior students. 

 

Cars 

Students who have gained their driver‟s licence and wish to drive to school may park their vehicles 
at the far end of the car park on Whitehorse Road.  Student drivers may not provide transport for 
other students during school hours or while on school excursions. 

 

Late Arrival 

Any student who arrives late must report to the Year Level Co-ordinator‟s office before going to 
class.  The name of each late-comer, the time of arrival, and reason for lateness is recorded.  The 
Level Co-ordinator is then able to note that the student is in attendance and adjust the attendance 
roll appropriately. 
 
It is expected that students who are late for good reasons will have a note of explanation from a 
parent/guardian.  A “late slip” which admits them to class will be issued.  Where lateness is 
persistent, or reasons offered are unacceptable, the student will be given appropriate punishment. 
 
When VCE students do not have classes time-tabled for the first or last lesson of the day, they may 
arrive later than usual or leave earlier than usual, as appropriate unless this privilege is withdrawn by 
the Year Level Co-ordinator. 
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Special Provision/Extension of Time 

In certain circumstances, students are entitled to an exemption from completing outcomes or to an 
extension of time to satisfactorily complete a unit.  If eligible, students may apply for special 
provision or may apply for an extension of time for reasons other than special provision.  This 
consideration is available only if outcomes cannot be completed before the deadline for the end of a 
unit. 

 
Special Provision 
A student will be considered eligible if he or she 

¶ was affected to a significant degree by illness, by any factors relating to personal 
environment or by other serious cause during the course of a learning outcome or during 
school assessed coursework, or 

¶ was prevented by illness, by any factors relating to personal environment or by other serious 
cause from completing part of the work, or 

¶ was hampered to a significant degree by illness during the school year, by any factors 
relating to personal environment or by other serious cause, or 

¶ is disadvantaged by any permanent disability. 
 

It is the student‟s responsibility to apply for special provision.  They should discuss the matter with 
their classroom teacher first, then approach the year level co-ordinator to start the process.  The 
year level co-ordinator will advise the students of the necessary steps to be taken.  The students will 
need to supply the appropriate documentation to support their application.  For this reason it is 
essential that students obtain medical certificates for time missed due to illness. 

 
Extension of time to complete outcomes for reasons other than special provision 
 

In special circumstances, students may be given the opportunity to repeat or improve work after the 
end of the unit so that an N result can be amended to an S result.  Such extension will be granted 
under the following circumstances: 

  

¶ where an N result has been given because of incomplete work and/or for work which fails to 
meet the description specified in the appropriate study design,  and 

¶ the teacher believes the student has a reasonable chance of redeeming work, and 

¶ the incomplete or unsatisfactory work applies to not more than one piece of work and no 
more than two outcomes in any semester, and 

¶ the student has not been given extension to complete outcomes in the previous unit of the 
study. 

 
Such extension may be granted in cases where the student would normally be expected to achieve 
an S result and has completed most of the required work. 
 
Before the end of a unit, it is the student‟s responsibility to apply for an extension of time if they 
believe their circumstances match those listed above.  They should discuss the matter with their 
classroom teacher, and then approach the year level co-ordinator to start their application.  They will 
be informed of the necessary steps to take at that time. 
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Special Provision for Graded Assessments (SACS and Exams) 

Students will be able to apply to either the school or the VCAA for special provision. 
 
If the disadvantage applies to school assessed work, then the student applies to the Year 12 Co-
ordinator.  This is in the case of permanent disability or serious illness which affects the student‟s 
performance or environmental factors such as divorce, death in the family, or other personal 
circumstances. 
 
If the student falls seriously ill or suffers any disadvantage in the period 2 weeks prior to an exam, 
then the student must apply to the VCAA either directly or through the school.  Either way, the 
School must be notified. 
 
The VCAA then provides a Derived Examination Score for that Examination. 
 
Students, who have ongoing circumstances (chronic circumstances) which affect their study, must 
apply to VTAC but only in their final year of VCE. 
 
N.B.  The student has 1 week after the student‟s last exam in any given examination period to get 
their application to the VCAA. 

 

Deadlines for Work 

¶ Teachers are expected to set dates at the beginning of each unit for all outcomes and 
assessment tasks. 

¶ If students do not hand in work by the date set by the teacher they will be given an after 
school detention to complete that work.  If the work is still not completed students may not 
be awarded an S for a work requirement and/or will be given an NA for an assessment task. 

¶ Students who are having difficulty meeting a deadline may negotiate an extension with their 
teacher, provided they have acceptable reasons and do so before the due date.  Extensions 
would be for a maximum of one week except in extreme cases where special provision 
would be applied. 

¶ Students who are deemed to have submitted unsatisfactory work have the chance to 
redeem as is normal but the maximum redemption period is usually one week. 

¶ Teachers may grant a whole class extension. 
 

Note: The VCAA will support the use of deadlines if it is the policy of the school. 
 

ENTER ï Equivalent National Tertiary Entrance  

This is an overall measure of how well a student has performed in his or her VCE studies.  The 
purpose of ENTER is only to compare different applicants for tertiary entrance, not to summarise 
VCE performance for other purposes such as employment.  ENTER is only determined for students 
who have been successful in their VCE studies. 
 

The VCAA will issue students with letter grades for each Assessment Task in each study undertaken 
and a study score for each study.  The study score will be a numerical mark out of 50. 
 

The Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) will receive these results from the VCAA to be 
used as a basis for determining a student‟s ENTER. 
 

The ENTER is determined by the ENTER aggregate calculated for each student. 
  



Box Hill High School - VCE Handbook 2009 

 12  Last Updated 19/08/2008 

The ENTER aggregate is produced by adding 
 

Á the scaled score in English or ESL or Literature      ) These are known as 
the primary four Á the next best 3 scaled scores                                   ) 

  

Á 10% of any 5
th
 or 6

th
 scaled score that is available  

 
It is important to note that 
 

¶ the increment for the 6
th
 study may be replaced by an increment of between 4.0 and 5.5 for 

successfully completing approved university study as part of VCE, 
¶ the increment for the 5

th
 and/or 6

th
 study may be replaced by 10% of the average of English or 

ESL and the next best three scaled scores, for satisfactorily completing a VET in schools 
program within the VCE, 

¶ Certain combinations cannot be used in determining an ENTER aggregate, e.g., not including 
ESL and English, Chinese and Chinese as a second language, 

¶ No more than two sequences from the English or Maths group may be included in the „primary 
four‟. 

 

Homework 

While the abilities of students vary widely, the times suggested below would be representative for an 
average student. 
Each unit of work is designed to be of 100 hours duration.  About 40-45 hours of this time is to be 

done outside of the classroom.  This averages to 2½ hours per week per subject. 

Hence students undertaking 6 Unit 1 and 2 studies should be doing at least 15 hours of homework a 
week. 
Students taking Units 3 and 4 should be doing 20 or more hours per week. 
 

Detentions 

 

VCE students are expected to set an exemplary standard in all matters, e.g., lateness, uniform, class 
attendance.  Where students do not meet expectations, usually immediate punishment will be given.  
This will most likely take the form of a detention of up to one hour‟s duration on that night.  If a 
student is late for more than one lesson, further detentions will be given.  It should be noted that 
when it comes to the attention of the co-ordinator that work is outstanding, it is usually very late.  
This means that little tolerance will be given to the student/students involved and they will be 
required to address the situation immediately after school.  Otherwise this may potentially lead to 
failure in that subject. 

 

Illness ï First Aid 

Students who become ill at school should report to the General Office to see the School‟s First Aid 
Officer.  Assistance will be given but if a student is unlikely to get well at school, the parents will be 
called to take the student home.  The relevant Co-ordinator must be consulted before any decision is 
made. 
 
We ask most strongly that a student NOT be sent to school if they show signs of being 
unwell. 
 

It is essential that a current emergency phone number is listed on each student‟s record card. Any 
change to the home address or telephone number, or to the emergency contact person, 
should be notified to the office immediately. 
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Important Dates for 2009 

Term Dates 

Term 1 January 28 – April 3 
 Vacation 2 weeks  

 
Term 2 April 20 – June 26 
 Vacation 2 weeks 

 
Term 3 July 13 – September 18 
 Vacation 2 weeks 

 
Term 4 October 5 – December 18 

 

 
 
Assessment Task Dates   [and assessment tasks under test conditions] 

The dates for internally assessed tasks are now determined by the school.  A printout showing these 
dates will be distributed in the early part of the year.  External examination dates will be provided as 
soon as they become available from the VCAA. 

 

Lockers and Padlocks 

A locker will be allocated to each student.  Students are expected to keep their lockers in good repair 
for the whole year.  Students will need to bring a padlock to attach to their lockers.  We recommend 
that students purchase high quality locks as they are more secure than cheaper locks.  Students are 
advised to give their form teacher a spare key so that locks can be opened if students leave their key 
at home. 

 

Lost Property 

Any articles found should be handed in to the Resource Centre.  Lost keys are kept at the General 
Office.  It is suggested that valuables NOT be brought to school. 

 

Personal Counselling 

The relevant year-level co-ordinator or Welfare Co-ordinator is available to help students who have 
problems which directly or indirectly affect their education.  A school psychologist is also available 
after parental permission has been granted. 

 

Prefects 

Prefects at Box Hill High School play an important part in school life as mentors and role models and 
in assisting staff in ensuring a secure, well-ordered and happy environment for all students. They are 
expected to make a significant contribution to the running of the school and numerous extracurricular 
activities.  The prefects are final year students who are elected by students in Years 10, 11 and 12, 
and by staff. 
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Private Study Periods 

Students in VCE may have time-tabled private study periods.  This time is available to students for 
preparation, research and revision and must be spent in the Library or Common Room.  Private 
study periods are not ñfreeò periods. 
 
As well as time-tabled private study periods, other private study periods arise from time to time due 
to teacher absence through illness or other duties.  [On most occasions absent teachers will leave 
set work which will be given to students].  Students are expected to use these periods for study, 
revision or completion of set work.  When a teacher is assigned to cover a class, students must 
attend. 
 

Reporting and Assessment 

A parent/teacher evening is held during first term and at other times throughout the year.  Interim 
reports may be issued at the end of first term and at any time deemed necessary. 
 
The reports at the end of Units 1 and 2 will show if a student has successfully completed the Unit or 
not, [S/N], and will include grades showing the level of performance attained by the student in the 
assessment tasks [A+-E, UG, NA].  It will also include the successful completion of each outcome 
[S/N]. 
 
If a student has successfully completed all of the outcomes in a Unit, they will be awarded an S, 
otherwise an N is awarded. 
 
Grades of A+ - E indicate satisfactory levels of performance.  A UG is awarded when an assessment 
task fails to meet the criteria for the award of a grade.  An NA indicates that the student did not 
undertake the assessment task, or did not submit it by the due date. 
 
The report at the end of Unit 3 details outcomes and unit results but contains no information with 
regard to coursework grades as these remain subject to verification until late in the school year.  
Coursework grades are never released by the school until authorisation from VCAA is given, at 
which time students receive a computer printout of verified SAC results and examination results. 
 

Resource Centre 

The Resource Centre is the resource base for the whole school.  As such, it is the largest classroom 
in the school where specific classes are brought to research for set assignments.  There is always a 
teacher in the Resource Centre to teach research skills and assist students in their independent 
research. 
 
The VCE Silent Study Area caters specifically for those senior students wishing to maximise their 
output in any given period.  It is a well used area of the Resource Centre. 
 
A Book Club meets once a term to select and borrow new fiction for our collection. 
 
Resource Centre Monitors are students of the school who are organised to assist with computer and 
administrative tasks in the library. They perform these tasks voluntarily and quickly make themselves 
essential to our daily routine.  
 
Materials Available: 

 

Á As well as providing especially selected fiction and non-fiction book resources for our 
students, the library provides multiple copies of all three daily newspapers and indexing data 
bases for our periodical collection. 
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Á Four banks of internet connected computers are always available for student use which also 
gives access to our library computer system, data bases, word processing software and 
subject based CD ROMs. The library catalogue is also available from any computer in the 
school and contains educational internet sites which will take our students straight through to 
the internet on any library inquiry. 

Á Our Resource Centre Intranet page contains research and bibliography information as well 
as access to an on-line encyclopaedia and specially selected newspaper, magazine and 
fiction databases and bibliographies. 

Á A reserve collection of overnight loan materials are put aside by subject teachers to ensure 
fair and equal access for all students. An educational video collection is also provided in the 
library to supplement course work. 

 
Opening Times: 

Á The Resource Centre is open for all of the school day to all students. Bookings are to be 
made for computer use at recess and lunchtimes. 

 
Borrowing: 

¶ All students can borrow at least four items for two weeks, with the option of renewing all 
except high demand items. 

¶ Magazines and reference materials are not for loan but may be photocopied in the Resource 
Centre. 

¶ Overdue books incur a borrowing suspension period. Students should return books on time 
and not wait for an overdue notice as the circulation of book stock to all members of the 
community is a priority. 

 

The Internet: Acceptable Use Policy 

Internet access is available to all students and staff in the school using D.E.E.T. software, provision 
and filtering systems.  Research on the internet is encouraged with the compilation of useful sites 
alongside session booking sheets in the Resource Centre.  Classes introducing internet research 
strategies and site evaluations are provided for all Year 7 students and an integrated program runs 
for all students in conjunction with subject specific assignments.  Each student is required to take 
home an Internet Agreement.  Parents also sign this form as recognition of the commitment required 
by their child.  Although all students using the internet are supervised by a teacher, students are 
reminded that a prerequisite of internet use is that each student takes a responsible attitude. 

 

We expect each student to: 
1. Be aware that copyright law automatically assigns any original work to its creator and as 

such, for student research, one copy is regarded as fair dealing.  Formal recognition of 
ownership needs to be contained within the references of the student‟s work.  Plagiarism 
and the use of multiple copies are illegal.  It is also etiquette to email owners of original 
material requesting authority to use materials for student research purposes if an address is 
supplied. 

2. Be responsible enough to seek out only appropriate sites.  This excludes sites containing 
racist, sexist, pornographic or irreligious materials.  Internet access control software is 
operative to block known offensive sites. 

3. Be aware that email may be intercepted at any time.  It therefore needs to be businesslike.  
Under no circumstances should it contain confidential information, telephone numbers, 
personal addresses or any critical comments which could attract legal action against the 
student. 

4. Recognise that ownership and privacy of email material is to be respected.  Infringement of 
this constitutes harassment. 

5. Take responsibility for materials saved to their own hard drive space and ensure copyrighted 
and commercial materials do not form part of their contents. 
Note: Internet chat is not available for sole student use.  Students must keep their own 
passwords secret and ensure that they are regularly changed for purposes of security. 
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Sports Days 

The two inter-house sports days are highlights of the school year and VCE students have the 
opportunity to provide direction and leadership at these events.  Attendance is compulsory at these 
days and students are also encouraged to participate in Round Robin tournaments throughout the 
year.  Attendance at these days is included in the Semester report. 

 

Uniform  

To be purchased either new or second-hand from school shop on premises. 
 

Girls Uniform  

Summer Winter 
BHHS summer skirt Approved tartan school skirt [length to top of 

knees] 
BHHS white shirt or VCE polo BHHS white shirt or VCE polo 
BHHS sports shorts and BHHS sports polo Plain navy tights/navy or white socks 
Plain black school shoes Plain black school shoes 
White socks BHHS V-neck jumper or V-neck windcheater 
BHHS jacket or BHHS blazer Plain navy blue school trousers 
VCE Jacket BHHS jacket or BHHS blazer 
 VCE Jacket 

Boy's Uniform   

Summer Winter 
Navy blue school trousers or navy college shorts Plain navy blue school trousers 
BHHS white shirt or VCE polo BHHS white shirt or VCE polo 
Plain navy or black socks 
[or plain white socks with shorts 

Plain navy or black socks 

Plain black school shoes Plain black school shoes 
BHHS jacket or BHHS blazer BHHS V-neck jumper or V-neck windcheater 
VCE jacket BHHS jacket or BHHS blazer 
 VCE jacket 
A plain white short-sleeved t-shirt may be worn 
underneath the school uniform. 
 

A plain white short-sleeved t-shirt may be worn 
underneath the school uniform. 
 

Physical Education – All levels  

Winter  Summer 
BHHS micro fibre tracksuit BHHS micro fibre shorts, BHHS navy polo 
BHHS navy polo shirt BHHS Baseball cap or navy Bucket Hat – 

compulsory for all PE and sports classes 

Accessories  

Scarves  -  plain navy  
Hair- Non-natural hair colours are not permitted at 
school.  Simple accessories only permitted in plain 
navy or white 

Make- up - No make-up is to be worn at school.  
Clear nail polish only is permitted 

Jewellery -. For health and safety reasons, no 
jewellery other than plain studs or sleepers in ears 
may be worn 

Hair and clothes should be neat and clean and of a 
standard acceptable in a school/work situation 

 

Students, who do not have correct uniform, must bring a note from home explaining the situation, present 
it to the appropriate Year Level Co-ordinator before school and carry it with them throughout the day.  
The pass is only effective for that day. 
 

Full school uniform is to be worn on all school excursions unless otherwise notified. 
 

Please note that private property brought to school by students is not insured, nor is the Directorate of 
School Education responsible for any loss. 
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Newsletter and Other Notices 

Throughout the year many notices need to be sent to parents.  .  It is important that these notices 
reach the home and we ask that parents regularly send back to the school any “return slips” that 
may be attached to notices.  This is the only way we can be sure that information is received by 
parents.  This is especially important with reports. 

 
A Newsletter is produced every Wednesday and is available on the School‟s web page 
www.boxhillhs.vic.edu.au.   Previous copies of the Newsletter are also available on the website. 

 

Year 12 Studentsô Common Room 

Year 12 students are given the use of a Common Room as a special privilege.  The privilege may be 
withdrawn if students fail to use the room in accordance with the following guide-lines: 

 

Á The room must be kept clean and tidy at all times. 
Á A locker is provided in or around the Common Room for each Year 12 student.  The lockers 

and other equipment are school property and should be well looked after. 
Á Sports activities are not permitted in the Common room. 
Á Furniture [chairs, lounges, etc] must not be removed from the Common Room. 

 

Planning 

Students during Year 9 or 10 need to start considering their subject choices and long-term career 
plans. 
 
To aid students in their planning for VCE, a special program has been implemented. 
 
Students are given advice about the options available to them and the resources they need to use.  
This is an on-going program which runs from about the middle of third term for students in Year 10. 
 
It is anticipated that the students will also seek help from people such as VCE Year Level Co-
ordinators, the VCE Co-ordinator and especially from the School‟s Careers teacher. 
 
Keep in mind the fact that the VCE Studies may well have a significant bearing on future career 
access.  For example, most tertiary courses have associated VCE Studies which are deemed to be 
a suitable preparation prior to tertiary entrance.  Furthermore, many post school employment 
opportunities may require the student to have completed one or more specific VCE Studies. 
 
Students may be fortunate enough to know exactly what they want to do when they leave school, 
and how to achieve that goal.  Be that the case, students would be well advised to spend 
considerable time in discussing with their parents and advising teachers their future study and career 
plans, listing other options, and giving serious thought towards basing their VCE Studies selection 
decisions on their interests, abilities and goals. 

 

The Structure of the Certificate 

The organisation called the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) is responsible 
for the curriculum, assessment, and certification in all schools in Victoria.  It has the responsibility for 
administering the VCE. 
 

Students undertaking VCE Studies enrol in a series of Study Units during their Year 11 and 12 
school career.  As such, the VCE is a two-year length certificate, but may be completed over more 
than 2 years. 

http://www.boxhillhs.vic.edu.au/
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During Year 11 and 12, students will take a series of semester-length units of study.  A semester is 
equivalent to half a school year, and each unit will include approximately 100 hours of work.  From 
the beginning of Year 11 to the end of Year 12, students will be at school for a total of four semester 
length time periods. 
 

Most studies (or subject areas) are designed as a sequence of four units to be taken over the two 
year period.  Units 1 and 2 approximate the Year 11 level of difficulty, and Units 3 and 4 approximate 
the Year 12 level of difficulty. 
 

Single units from studies at levels 1 and 2 can be selected but it is anticipated that most units will be 
taken as pairs. 
 

Units at level 3 and 4 must be done as a sequence.  If a student completes Unit 3 but not Unit 4, the 
students will still be credited with Unit 3, but a study score will not be awarded. 
 

Most students will take level 1 and 2 units in the first year of their VCE, and level 3 and 4 units during 
their second year.  However, it is possible to include some level 1 and 2 units in the second year, or 
some level 3 and 4 units during the first year.  The semester length unit basis of the VCE allows for a 
great deal of flexibility in selecting programs. 
 

Most students will take 6 units in each semester (5 in Year 12), so that over a two year period, 22 
units will be attempted, each unit being of one semester length.  Although many students will take 22 
units over the two year period it is possible to do either extra or fewer units, depending on the 
student‟s program. 
 

Student Program Requirements 

Students must enrol in a program that will allow them the opportunity to complete the VCE. 
 

To meet the graduation requirements of the VCE each continuing student must satisfactorily 
complete a total of no fewer than 16 units.  These units must include: 

 

¶ Three units from the English Group including one 3/4 sequence 
and 

¶ Three sequences of units 3 and 4 studies other than English 
 

The English Group at Box Hill High School is English Units 1 – 4, Literature Units 1 – 4, ESL 3 – 4. 
 

Assessment 

There are two ways in which work will be assessed in the VCE: 
 

¶ by satisfactory completion of a unit 
and 

¶ by levels of performance. 
 

Satisfactory Completion 
To satisfactorily complete a unit and be awarded an “S” for that unit, a student must complete ALL 
the outcomes for that unit.  If the student does not complete ALL the outcomes for a unit then the 
student will be awarded an “N” for not satisfactorily completed.  When the student has received “S” 
for 16 units as described previously then the student is eligible to be awarded the VCE. 
 

The decision as to whether or not the student is awarded an “S” for a unit is a school based decision.  
These “S” or “N” marks are reported to the VCAA by the school via computer. 
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Level of Performance 
In addition to being awarded either an “S” or an “N” for a unit, students are also awarded grades.  
These grades range as follows: A+, A, B+, B, C+, C, D+, D, E+, E.  In addition to these grades 
students may receive an NA (work not assessed) or an UG (work did not meet the criteria for the 
award of a grade). 
 
At Unit 1 and 2 levels, these grades are awarded by the school and are based upon the students 
work in school based assessment tasks.  These grades are not reported to the VCAA. 
 
At Unit 3 and 4 levels, the students are awarded grades on the basis of their work in School 
Assessed Coursework (SACs) and/or exams.  The idea is to assess not just the work done in one 
exam, but the work done for a series of three or four tasks.  All students across the state doing a 
particular unit will do the same exams.  Depending on the units you choose, coursework might be 
making a model, producing a folio of work, a set of graphic designs or a research report, or 
performing a piece of music, drama or dance.  Exams will be assessed by external examiners.  
SACs will be assessed initially by Box Hill High School.  The VCAA has given schools criteria for 
awarding grades for each SAC, and teachers will award grades according to these criteria.  The 
grades given will then be checked by statistical moderation, external to the school and supervised by 
the VCAA.  This way the VCAA will know that students have received the right grade for the 
standard of their work. 

 

Authentication Policy and Procedures 

1. Rules and Procedures for Students 
a. Students must ensure that all unacknowledged work submitted for outcomes and school-

assessed tasks are genuinely their own work. 
b. Students must acknowledge all resources used. This includes : 

Á text and source material 
Á the name(s) and status of any person(s) who provided assistance and the type of 

assistance provided. 
 

c. Students must not receive undue assistance from any other person in the preparation and 
submission of work.  Acceptable levels of assistance include : 
Á the incorporation of ideas or material derived from other sources (e.g., by reading, 

viewing or note-taking) but which has been transformed by the student and used in a 
new context 

Á prompting and general advice from another person or source which leads to refinements 
and/or self-correction. 

 
Unacceptable forms of assistance include: 

 
Á use of, or copying of, another person‟s work or other resources without acknowledgment 
Á actual corrections or improvements made by another person (see Section 2 for 

information about appropriate forms of teacher assistance). 
 

d. Students must produce appropriate evidence when required of the development of the task, from 
planning and drafting, through to the final piece of work.  This will enable the teacher to monitor 
and record the development of the work and to attest that the work is the student‟s own. 

e. With the final copy of each task, students may be required to submit evidence of the 
development of the task, for example a draft.  Written comments must have been provided by 
the teacher on the evidence.  The evidence is to be dated and signed by the teacher and 
student. 

f. Students who knowingly assist other students in a Breach of Rules may be penalised. 
g. Students must not submit the same piece of work for completion of more than one task. 
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2. Appropriate Levels of Teacher Assistance 
 

a. All changes made in the various stages of development of a task must represent the student‟s 
own work. 

 
b. It is appropriate in the developmental stages of the work for the teacher to ask questions and to 

offer general advice, for example, about alternative strategies that might be tried.  However, the 
teacher should not dictate or make changes in such a way as to put into question the student‟s 
authorship or ownership of the work. 

 
c. Teachers should distinguish between pointing out the areas in student work which require 

attention and development, and the responsibility of the student to act on that advice.  The 
responsibility for acting on advice remains with the student. 

 
d. Appropriate forms and levels of teacher assistance include : 

 
Á providing oral and/or written comments which identify the need for students to further 

explore their response to the topic and/or the link between what they have written and the 
assessment criteria for the task; 

Á highlighting areas requiring student attention – these areas might include expression, 
structure, sequencing of ideas, punctuation, spelling, use and citation of resource and 
reference material, use of terminology or vocabulary, use of study-specific conventions, 
accuracy of mathematics, need for checking results; 

Á asking students whether their choice of words is the best for conveying the intended 
meaning;   

Á asking questions about aspects of written text, seeking to clarify meaning or elaborate on 
detail. 

 
The following forms of teacher assistance are not appropriate: 

 
Á providing detailed advice on, corrections to, or actual reworking of students‟ drafts for 

coursework: 
Á providing structured outlines with detailed suggestions or instructions for completing 

coursework; 
Á providing or interpreting data, providing content or concepts not already mentioned by the 

student in draft work. 
 
3. Undue teacher assistance 

 
Where it is clear that there has been undue assistance from the teacher, the VCAA will take the 
following action: 

 
a. Request a meeting with the principal. 
b. Reserve the right to cancel the school‟s assessments for that coursework and to determine 
students‟ results by alternative means. 

c. Automatically review the school‟s assessments for that study the following year. 
d. If, after this review, the VCAA is not satisfied that the situation has been remedied, then the 

Authority will not accept the school as a provider of that study in the following year. 
 
4. Breach of Authentication 

 
The School follows the procedure as set out in VCE Administrative Handbook. 
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Reporting 

Students will receive from the VCAA an annual Statement of Results showing "S" or "N" for each 
Unit 1, 2, 3 or 4 undertaken.  In addition, students will receive a separate Statement of Results for 
each Unit 3 and 4 sequence successfully completed showing the grade achieved for each graded 
assessment task and their study score (a mark out of 50).  Students who apply for tertiary entrance 
will also receive a scaled study score from VTAC. 
 
For Unit 1 and 2 students will receive a report from the school which will give either an "S" or "N" 
result and the grades obtained on the school based assessment tasks.  This report will also contain 
additional teacher comments. 
 
During the midyear examination time, all students doing any Unit 3/4 study undertake a special test 
called the GAT (General Achievement Test). 
 

Planning for Post-School Options 

Planning for what you want to do after the VCE is not something that can be left until the end of Year 
12.  Students and their parents should be considering the options in the early stages of constructing 
an individual VCE program. 
 
There are several post-school options to consider.  These include study at a university, a TAFE 
college, employment or some other form of pre-vocational training.  It is important to find out which 
VCE studies best equip you for each of these options. 
 

Tertiary entrance 
Victoria's tertiary institutions have a joint selection system administered by the Victorian Tertiary 
Admissions Centre (VTAC). 
 
VTAC's job includes: 

¶ organising the application procedure 

¶ receiving and processing applications 

¶ forwarding the appropriate applications and accompanying information to the relevant 
tertiary institutions 

¶ making offers to prospective students on behalf of tertiary institutions. 
 
Each year, VTAC produces a publication with which you should become familiar, the VTAC Guide to 
Courses in Colleges and Universities.  VTAC has also produced a booklet called “ENTER into 
tertiary course” which explains, amongst other things, calculation of a student‟s ENTER. 
 
Prerequisites are units which you must have satisfactorily completed before you can be considered 
for selection into particular tertiary courses.  So you will need to check the prerequisites for any 
courses for which you wish to apply and include these in your student program. 

 

Tertiary Selection 
Tertiary selection depends on 

a. Students satisfying VCE prerequisites for the chosen course. 
b. The overall measure of how well a student has performed in his or her VCE studies, i.e., the 

ENTER. 
c. Selection criteria for the chosen course, e.g., interviews, work experience, auditions, art 

folio, etc. 
 

Credit into TAFE courses 
Arrangements are in place for specific combinations of VCE units to provide considerable credit 
towards TAFE courses.  These credits will enable you to complete some TAFE certificates in a 
shorter period of time.  Some of the areas for which credit is available include hospitality and 
tourism, electrical/electronics, engineering, art and design, and office and secretarial. 
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The school has details of the credit transfer arrangements and the most appropriate VCE student 
program to enrol in.  A TAFE Courses Directory is available in the Careers Room. 

 
Employment 

Individual employers have their own particular requirements.  You might like to explore the ways in 
which a VCE program of studies will help you with employment applications. 

 

Selecting a VCE Program 

It is important to understand that the study units chosen at this time DO NOT lock the student into a 
position that cannot be changed or altered.  The flexibility of the VCE allows students to change unit 
choices if post school careers and goals change. 
 

A few guidance factors may assist in making program selections. 
 

Firstly, when making choices, it is best to keep in mind the idea of the whole program of studies 
selected over the two or three years. 
 

Secondly, for some students, a program of VCE Studies that allows for options to be kept open and 
to possibly change the program after semester 1 or 2 may be appropriate. 
 

Also keep in mind the Student Program Requirements and ensure that the program selected 
satisfies these requirements. 
 

The following is a list of actions that should be taken by students before they select their programs: 
1. Discuss with your parents, teachers, the Careers Co-ordinator, friends, the year level and 

VCE Co-ordinator, possible program choices. 
2. Actively participate in the Advice Program that the school offers students. 
3. If you are uncertain about anything, make sure that you clear up any problems you have.  It 

does not hurt to ask for help. 
4. When selecting a program, remember to consult the following publications: 

a. Job Guide Victoria 
b. Unit Descriptions for the VCE 
c. Tertiary Entrance Requirements (VICTER) 

5. Develop more than one program and determine which program is best for you. 
 
Dangers in Study Selection 

There are a number of misconceptions concerning study selection.  These can lead to dangers for 
unsuspecting students. 
 
The ENTER is designed so that it should not affect a student‟s choice of VCE studies.  While scaling 
may raise the study scores in some subjects, the increase occurs only when the strength of 
competition is high.  Scaling lowers the study scores of other subjects where the strength of 
competition is low.  The strength of competition is measured by the total VCE performance of the 
students taking the study in that year. 
 
One danger is the view that students are highly advantaged by choosing Specialist Mathematics.  
This is because of the high scaled mean for this study. 
 
There are two factors that must be considered here.  Firstly, Specialist Mathematics is a study where 
the strength of competition is high.  Secondly, mathematics is the only area where, by design, the 
studies are graded in difficulty.  Specialist Mathematics is the hardest level of mathematics. 
 
Because a student joins a group where there is strong competition, it does not mean that the student 
will consequently perform better.  Indeed, the likely result is that the student will get a much lower 
study score in Specialist Mathematics than he or she would have in a study chosen in line with the 
recommended guidelines for choosing studies.  There is a good chance that this could lead to a 
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lower scaled score for Specialist Mathematics than the scaled score would have been in the other 
study. 
 
Scaling and strength of competition thus balance out.  This leaves students free to choose their 
studies on the right kinds of educational grounds; what they enjoy, what they are good at, and what 
they need - given their intended future studies or careers. 
 
In particular there is no bias favouring the sciences over the humanities, or any other particular 
combination of studies or focus of study.  Sometimes particular combinations or studies reinforce 
each other, but that applies equally to the sciences, the humanities and other areas. 
 
A second and similar danger concerns LOTE.  Some LOTEs have very high scaled means 
especially since, as was noted earlier, there is a built-in bonus for studying a LOTE.  The strength of 
competition in these LOTEs is also very high. 
 
The inclusion of the LOTE bonus within scaling means that any student who has LOTE skills has 
excellent reasons for keeping that LOTE at the VCE level.  If a student can cope with LOTE study, 
there is an incentive to persevere.  LOTEs should be chosen in accord with the principles for study 
selection that generally apply. 
 
A third and great error is to choose studies on the basis of the previous year‟s scaled means.  For a 
start, the means may change.  Also, a student has to ask where he or she would be likely to be 
placed in that study‟s cohort.  If a student chooses a study against the suggested principles, the 
study score is likely to be low.  If the study score is low, even with scaling that significantly raises the 
mean, the student will not achieve a very high scaled score.  Usually students will finish with higher 
scaled scores in studies chosen in line with the selection principles, as the study score in these 
studies will be very much higher and the scaled score will still be fairly high, even if the scaled mean 
is lower. 
 
It must be remembered the study scores are scaled to make cross-subject comparisons fair.  The 
aim is to achieve a balance between the ranking system of study scores and the variation in the 
strength of competition between studies.  It is very dangerous to try to „play the system‟ and allow 
the scaled means to influence the choice of studies. 

 

Combinations of Studies 
Research has shown students can achieve very high ENTER aggregates by taking all sorts of 
combinations of studies.  This includes the so-called vocational and technological studies 
 
It is also clear that students taking combinations of mathematics and science studies do not perform 
significantly better as a group than students taking combinations of the humanities, or of the 
business-oriented subjects.  What can be confusing to teachers and the public is that much larger 
numbers of students are choosing mathematics and science-focused combinations of studies and 
hence large numbers of these students do well in ENTER terms.  This choice reflects many things;  
students keeping options open, school pathway and timetabling opportunities and practices, tertiary 
prerequisite patterns, positive encouragement within schools to take mathematics and science 
studies and public misconceptions.  However, the research shows students taking other options are 
not disadvantaged. 
 
Students and parents should clearly understand that students who undertake a Unit 3/4 in 
conjunction with Unit 1/2 studies do so on the understanding that they are not to neglect or 
undervalue their studies in Units 1/2. 
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Victorian School of Languages 

Box Hill High School has a language centre established by the Victorian School of Languages (VSL) 
to provide classes for students who are unable to study the language at their own school. This 
Centre offers Chinese, Dutch, German, Italian and Persian.  
 
Other languages such as Arabic, Cantonese, Chinese – First Language, Second Language & 
Second Language Advanced, Greek, Hindi, Korean – First and Second Languages, and Punjabi are 
also offered in nearby secondary schools.  For a complete list of languages and centres throughout 
Victoria, please visit www.vsl.vic.edu.au 
 
2009 enrolments for new students will begin at VSL Centres from November 2008. Limited places 
will be available at the beginning of the school year in 2009. 
 

http://www.vsl.vic.edu.au/
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VCE Subjects 
 

High Achieving Students 

A Level Classes 
Students in Year 9 accelerated and Year 10 who have achieved an outstanding standard will be 
eligible for A Level classes in VCE units 1 and 2.  This result will be considered in conjunction with 
teacher nominations on course selection forms. 

 
Students who complete Units 1 and 2 subjects to an „A‟ standard will be eligible for A classes at 
Units 3 and 4.  This result will be considered in conjunction with teacher nominations on course 
selection forms. 
 

Language and Literature 

This is a course for the Accelerated students in their first year of a 3 year VCE.  It will enable 
students to experience the full range of VCE English studies in order to help them choose the most 
appropriate English study for their skills.  It will cover the following areas; responding to and 
interpreting texts, the history and structure of English, language and the media and writing in a 
variety of genres. 

 

Research and Philosophy  

These units are only available to students on teacher recommendation.  The aim of these units is to 
extend students in order to hone their research skills and to consider and discuss the issues facing 
society today and in the future. 
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Prerequisites for VCE Subjects 2009 

The main purpose of prerequisites is to encourage students to develop a strong work ethic before 
they commence unit 3 / 4 subjects and to discourage the belief that the only results that are 
important are study scores and the ENTER.  They will also be beneficial in that they encourage 
students to choose subjects in which they are more likely to succeed.  They are not intended to 
exclude students in an effort to improve the schools VCE results. 

 

Whilst it is strongly recommended that students complete units one and two of a particular 
subject before attempting units three and four, it is not a pre-requisite for all subjects. 

 

Science  
Yr 10 to Yr 11 Á Need to have completed 2 semesters of science 
 Á C standard in assessment over the year 
 Á Teacher recommendation may be used when 

above conditions not met 

Yr 11 to Yr 12 Á C standard in assessment over the year 
 Á Consultation with teacher and parents required in 

other cases 

Maths  
General 1 and 2  
Methods 1 and 2  
AGM 1 and 2 Á Teacher recommendation 
Further 3 and 4 Á Pass in any Yr 11 maths subject 
 Á Teacher recommendation 
Methods 3 and 4 Á Pass methods 1 and 2 and pass exam 
 Á Teacher recommendation 
Specialist 3 and 4 Á Achieve a „B‟ in AGM 

Legal Studies  
Business Management  

Accounting  
Economics Á No prerequisites for units 1 or 2 

Á C standard in assessment over the year 
Á Consultation with teacher and parents required in 

other cases 

Phys Ed, Health 3&4 Á No prerequisites for units 1 or 2 
Á C standard in assessment over the year 
Á Consultation with teacher and parents required in 

other cases 

Music 3 & 4 Á Pass music performance 1 and 2 

LOTE  

Units 1 & 2 
Chinese First Language 3&4 

 

Á Minimum of 3 years study in relevant language 
Á Satisfactory completion of Units 1 and 2, 

or 
Á Pre-test to determine whether suitable standard 

has been achieved 

IT Applications & Software 
Development 3&4 

 

Á Pass units 1 and 2 
Á If units 1 & 2 not attempted consultation with 

teacher and parents required 
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VCE units to be offered for subject selection in 2009.  Not all offered subjects will run.  Final 
offerings will be based on teacher availability and student numbers 
 

UNITS 1 & 2 UNITS 3 & 4 
  

English Group English Group 
English/ESL English 
Literature English (ESL) 
English Language Literature 

English Language 
 

Chinese Chinese 
Chinese as a Second Language Chinese as a Second Language 
 

German 
Chinese as a Second Language Advanced 

 

Geography 
German 

History – 20
th

 Century Geography 
International Politics History - Revolutions 
Research and Philosophy National Politics 
 International Studies 

Drama 
 

Business Management Business Management 
Accounting Accounting 
Economics Economics 
Legal Studies Legal Studies 
  

Health and Human Development Health and Human Development 
Physical Education Physical Education 

Studio Arts Studio Arts 
Visual Communication and Design Visual Communication and Design 
Music Performance Music Performance : Solo 

General Mathematics Further Mathematics 
General Mathematics (Advanced) Mathematical Methods 
Mathematical Methods Specialist Mathematics 

Biology Biology 
Chemistry Chemistry 
Physics Physics 
Psychology Psychology 
Information Technology IT Applications 
 IT Software Development 

Food Technology Food Technology 
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Accounting 

AC011 Accounting 1 
This unit focuses on the establishment of a small business and the accounting and financial 
management of the business.  Students are introduced to the processes of gathering, recording, 
reporting and analysing financial data and information used by internal and external users.  
Recording and reporting is restricted to the cash basis.  Students examine the role of accounting in 
the decision-making process using single entry recording of financial data and information for the 
owner of a service business.  Where appropriate, the accounting procedures developed in each area 
of study should incorporate the application of accounting principles and the qualitative characteristics 
of accounting information. 

 

AC022 Accounting 2 
This unit focuses on accounting for a single activity sole trader.  Using the accrual approach, 
students use a single entry recording system for the recording and reporting of cash and credit 
transactions stock.  They use financial and non-financial information to evaluate the performance of 
a business.  Using these evaluations, students suggest strategies to the owner on how to improve 
the performance of the business.  Where appropriate, the accounting procedures developed in each 
area of study should incorporate the application of accounting principles and the qualitative 
characteristics of accounting information. 

 

AC033 Accounting 3 
This unit focuses on financial accounting for a single activity trading business as operated by a sole 
trader and emphasises the role of accounting as an information system.  Students are introduced to 
the double entry system of recording using the accrual basis of accounting.  The perpetual method 
of stock recording with the First In, First Out (FIFO) method is used.  Where appropriate, the 
accounting procedures developed in each area of study should incorporate the application of 
accounting principles and the qualitative characteristics of accounting information. 

 

AC044 Accounting 4 
This unit provides an extension of the recording and reporting processes from Unit 3 and the use of 
financial and non-financial information in assisting management in the decision-making process.  
The unit covers the accrual recording and reporting system for a single activity trading business 
using the perpetual inventory recording system.  Students learn about the role and importance of 
budgeting for the business and undertake the practical completion of budgets for cash, financial 
performance and financial position.  In this unit students evaluate the information prepared and 
analyse the results in order to suggest strategies to the owner.  Where appropriate, the accounting 
procedures developed in each area of study should incorporate the application of accounting 
principles and the qualitative characteristics of accounting information. 
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Biology 

B1011 Biology 1 
This unit examines the cell as the structural and functional unit of the whole organism.  It 
investigates the needs of individual cells, how specialised structures carry out cellular activities and 
how the survival of cells depends on their ability to maintain a dynamic balance between their 
internal and external environments.  It explores the diversity of organisms and looks for patterns of 
similarities and differences.  The development of ideas and technological advances that have 
contributed to the understanding of biology will also be considered. 

 

B1022 Biology 2 
This unit uses Australian ecosystems to investigate the biotic and abiotic factors that operate in 
different places in the biosphere and how these factors influence the kind of organisms that live 
there.  It examines how energy flows and matter are cycled between the living and non-living 
components of the environment.  It considers how species are affected by change in the 
environment, both natural and manmade, and how adaptations of an organism can affect its 
chances of survival.  It also investigates how ecological principles can be used to conserve natural 
ecosystems and restore damaged ones, and the role of technology in these processes. 

 

B1033 Biology 3 
This unit investigates the synthesis of biomolecules and biochemical processes that are common to 
life forms.  It investigates the significant role of proteins in cell functioning; how the structure of a 
protein relates to its function in an organism‟s tissues.  The role of proteomics is considered.  It 
investigates how cells communicate with each other at the molecular level; how they recognise „self‟ 
and „non-self‟; and how physical barriers and immune responses can protect the organism against 
pathogens.  Throughout the unit consideration is given to the technological advances that have 
contributed to our understanding of molecular biology. 

 
B1034 Biology 4 

This unit examines evidence for evolution of life forms over time.  It explores hypotheses that explain 
how changes to species have come about.  It investigates how the study of molecular genetics has 
expanded into genomics.  The transmission of heritable characteristics is studied and the role of 
mutation and the environment are considered in the rise of variation in a species.  It examines the 
interrelationships between biological, cultural and technological evolution.  It investigates emerging 
technological applications and the implications of advances in molecular genetics. 
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Business Management 

Unit 1 - Small Business Management 
Small rather than large businesses make up the vast majority of all businesses in the Australian 
economy.  It is the small business sector that provides a wide variety of goods and services for both 
consumers and industries, such as manufacturing, construction and retail.  This, combined with the 
employment opportunities, makes the small business sector a vital component in the success, 
growth and stability of Australia.  Small businesses are tangible to students as they are visible and 
often utilised in daily life.  This unit provides an opportunity for students to explore the operations of 
a small business and its likelihood of success. 

 
Unit 2: Communication and Management 

This unit focuses on the importance of effective communication in achieving business objectives.  It 
includes communication both internally and externally to business with special attention to the 
functions of marketing and public relations.  Students develop knowledge of fundamental aspects of 
business communication and are introduced to skills related to its effective use in different contexts. 

 

Unit 3: Corporate Management 
In this unit students investigate how large-scale organisations operate.  Students examine the 
context in which they conduct their business, focus on aspects of their internal environment and then 
look at the operations management function.  Students develop an understanding of the complexity 
and challenge of managing large organisations and have the opportunity to compare theoretical 
perspectives with practical applications. 

 

Unit 4: Managing People and Change 
This unit continues the examination of corporate management.  It commences with a focus on the 
human resource management function.  Students learn about the key aspects of this function and 
strategies used to most effectively manage human resources.  The unit concludes with analysis of 
the management of change.  Students learn about key change management processes and 
strategies and are provided with the opportunity to apply these to a contemporary issue of 
significance. 
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Chemistry 

CH011 Chemistry 1  
This unit focuses on the historical development of the Periodic Table and its relationship to atomic 
theory.  Students investigate patterns within the table, the electronic configuration of elements and 
the types of chemical bonding that occur.  Empirical and molecular formulas and the mole concept 
are introduced.  Bonding models are used to explain the properties and structures of a variety of 
compounds.  The widespread use of polymers is considered.  Students are introduced to the 
development and use „smart‟ materials and the application of surface chemistry in nanotechnology.  
The design and performance of experiments, including the generation, collection and evaluation of 
experimental data is emphasised. 

 

CH022 Chemistry 2  
This unit focuses on environmental chemistry.  Students explore the special properties of water that 
make it so important to living things.  They investigate chemical reactions that take place in aqueous 
solutions, write chemical equations to represent them and calculate quantities involved.  The 
relationship of solubility, concentration and pH and water pollution is investigated.  The interaction 
between living things and atmospheric gases is studied.  Students use kinetic molecular theory and 
the gas laws to explain behaviour of gases.  The vital roles of oxygen, nitrogen and carbon dioxide 
are investigated.  Environmental issues relating to human activities are explored.  The design and 
performance of experiments, including the generation, collection and evaluation of experimental data 
is emphasised. 

 

CH033 Chemistry 3  
Chemical analysis 

In this area of study students use a variety of analytical techniques to analyse products in the 
laboratory.  They conduct volumetric analyses using acid-base and redox titrations and standard 
solutions, and carry out gravimetric analyses.  They are also introduced to instrumental analytical 
techniques of spectroscopy and chromatography.  Students review and apply their understanding of 
stoichiometry as they complete calculations related to their practical investigations.  Students relate 
the operation of the analytical techniques and instruments to the chemical reactions and the 
chemical structures of the materials which are being analysed. 

Organic chemical pathways 
In this area of study students investigate systematic organic chemistry including production of 
starting materials for particular reaction pathways.  Students use molecular models and conduct 
simple laboratory investigations to observe the properties and reactions of different homologous 
series and functional groups.  Students investigate the use of biochemical fuels.  They design 
reaction pathways to prepare organic compounds from given starting materials.  Students 
investigate how forensic analysis relies on the use of organic chemicals (including DNA) and the role 
of organic chemicals (including proteins) in the development of medicines. 

 

CH034 Chemistry 4  
Industrial chemistry 

This area of study focuses on the factors that affect the rate and extent of a chemical reaction.  
Students study energy profiles and how equilibrium law is applied to homogeneous equilibria.  They 
conduct experiments to investigate the effect of temperature, concentration of reagents, pressure 
and catalysts on the position of equilibrium of a reaction, and apply Le Chatelier‟s Principle to 
explain their results.  Students explore how factors affecting rate and equilibrium are applied to 
achieve the optimum reaction conditions in the industrial production of chemicals. 
One chemical selected from ammonia, ethene, sulphuric acid or nitric acid is studied in detail. 

Supplying and using energy 
This area of study focuses on use of different energy resources.  Students evaluate the extent of the 
reserves of some of these resources, how each resource is used and the advantages and 
disadvantages of their continued use.  Students conduct experiments using calorimeters to measure 
the energy of chemical reactions.  The electrochemical series is a useful tool in the prediction of 
redox reactions in aqueous solution.  Students construct and operate simple galvanic and electrolytic 
cells and use the electrochemical series to predict and explain their results.  They extend their study 
of stoichiometry with the application of Faraday‟s laws to solve problems involving quantitative 
calculations for electrolysis reactions. 
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Drama 

This study provides students with the opportunity to examine and explore the ways in which drama 
gives form to, and makes meaning of, a range of social, political, cultural and historical contexts.  It 
focuses on the development of expressive skills within dramatic structures and the development and 
performance of imagined characters, achieved through the refinement of skills, techniques and 
processes in the creation and presentation of dramatic works. 

 
Unit 3: Ensemble Performance 

This unit focuses on non-naturalistic drama from a diverse range of contemporary and/or cultural 
performance traditions.  Non-naturalistic performance styles and associated theatrical conventions 
are explored in the creation, development and presentation of an ensemble performance.  
Collaboration to create, develop and present ensemble performance is central to this performance.  
Students use and manipulate dramatic elements, expressive skills and performance styles to 
enhance performance.  They select stagecraft and theatrical conventions as appropriate to the 
performance.  Students also document and evaluate stages involved in the creation, development 
and presentation of the ensemble performance. 
 
A professional performance that incorporates non-naturalistic performance style/s and production 
elements selected from the prescribed VCE Unit 3 Drama Playlist published annually in the VCAA 
Bulletin will also be analysed. 
 
Descriptions of terms such as naturalism, non-naturalism, stimulus material, dramatic elements, 
stagecraft, theatrical conventions, expressive skills and performance styles are provided in the 
Glossary. 

 
Unit 4: Solo Performance 

This unit focuses on the use of stimulus material and resources from a variety of sources to create 
and develop character/s within a solo performance.  Students complete two solo performances.  For 
a short solo performance they develop practical skills of researching, creating, presenting, 
documenting and analysing a solo performance work.  In the development of a second solo 
performance, they devise, rehearse and perform an extended solo performance in response to a 
prescribed structure published by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority.  The 
processes involved in the creation and presentation of character/s in solo performance are analysed 
and evaluated. 
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Economics 

EC011 Economics 1  
The focus of this unit is the study of markets, economic decision-making and issues of importance to 
the Australian economy and its people in the twenty-first century. 

 
The Australian economy is essentially a market system.  To understand this system, analysis of 
basic economic concepts and influences on economic decision-making is important.  A case study 
approach in this area provides the opportunity for students to develop knowledge and understanding 
about the nature, operation and role of markets within the Australian economy in contexts relevant to 
their particular interests or local environment. 

 
All economies face issues that have an impact on the standard of living of people and on the stability 
of the economy.  Through a consideration of two or more of the contemporary issues students will 
develop knowledge about how economic decision-making by individuals, groups, businesses and 
governments impacts on the standard of living of Australians and the stability of the economy.  
Knowledge of the relationship between these economic decision-making and political, social and 
ethical considerations will also be developed. 

 
EC022 Economics 2  

The focus of this unit is the study of Australia‟s external relationships and economic issues of 
importance in the global economy in the twenty-first century. 

 
Australia‟s external trading and investment relationships have a major impact on the standard of 
living of Australian citizens and on the stability of the Australian economy.  This impact is crucial to 
Australia‟s prosperity in the global economy in the twenty-first century.  Understandings of these 
external relationships will be developed through an exploration of the key economic concepts, 
principles, theories and models which apply to Australia‟s economic relationships with the rest of the 
world, as well as through the use of a case study of one of Australia‟s trading partners, for example, 
Indonesia, China, India or Japan. 

 
Globalisation is a widely used term in public discussion.  It summarises major changes in 
international relationships.  The opportunity to explore the concept of globalisation and investigate 
global issues provides students with an understanding of the impact of globalisation.  This can assist 
the choices and economic decisions students make now and in the future.  Students will use 
economic principles, models and methods of inquiry to explore the meaning of the concept of 
globalisation and explore the social, environmental and ethical dimensions of economic decision-
making in a global context. 

 
EC033 Economics 3 

The focus of this unit is the study of economic activity in Australia and the factors that affect the 
achievement of the Australian Government‟s economic objectives. 

 
Economic activity refers to any activity by individuals, firms or governments that generates 
production, income, expenditure and employment.  In order to understand the factors influencing 
economic activity in Australia it is essential to explore these fundamental economic concepts.  
Students will develop their understanding about how the market operates in the Australian economy, 
understand the difference between microeconomics and macroeconomics and explore how the level 
of economic activity is influenced by supply-side and demand-side factors. 

 
All governments have specific economic goals or objectives they wish to achieve and a wide range 
of aggregate demand and aggregate supply factors can affect the achievement of these objectives.  
Over time, the objectives will vary in importance as economic circumstances change.  In this area of 
study, students will learn about why these economic goals are significant for the economic well-
being of the Australian economy and provide an economic „barometer‟ which may be used to gauge 
the performance of the Australian economy. 
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EC034 Economics 4 
The focus of this unit is the study of the management of the Australian economy, which concentrates 
on budgetary/fiscal, monetary and microeconomic reform policies. 

 
Budgetary/fiscal policy and monetary policy are two macroeconomic policies used in Australia to 
manage the level of activity in the economy.  Students will develop understandings about how these 
policies operate to achieve desired outcomes in relation to the achievement of the economic 
objectives of the Australian economy.  Students will develop a general knowledge of the operation of 
these policies over the last ten years and a more detailed understanding of the operation of the 
policies over the last three years.  Students should be equipped to make informed predictions about 
the operation of these policies for the short-term based on an analysis of current key economic 
trends.  Students will apply the language, theories and tools of economics to develop a critical 
perspective about the role of these policies in the current government policy mix. 

 
Microeconomic reform policy is focused on the supply side of the economy and is a long-term 
process aimed at improving the efficiency and competitiveness of Australian firms, industries and 
markets.  Students will develop understandings about how a range of microeconomic reform policies 
operate to achieve desired economic outcomes in relation to the achievement of the economic 
objectives of the Australian economy.  Students will develop a general knowledge of the operation of 
these policies over the last ten years and a more detailed understanding of the operation of the 
policies over the last three years.  Students will apply the language, theories and tools of economics 
to develop a critical perspective about the role of these policies in the current government policy mix. 
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English/English as a Second Language: 

Unit 1 
The focus of this unit is on the reading of a range of texts, particularly narrative and persuasive texts, 
in order to comprehend, appreciate and analyse the ways in which texts are constructed and 
interpreted. Students will develop competence and confidence in creating written, oral and 
multimodal texts. The term „set text‟ refers to texts chosen by the school for the achievement of 
Outcomes 1 and 2. 

 
Unit 2 

The focus of this unit is on reading and responding to an expanded range of text types and genres in 
order to analyse ways in which they are constructed and interpreted, and on the development of 
competence and confidence in creating written, oral or multimodal texts. The term „set text‟ refers to 
texts chosen by the school for the achievement of Outcomes 1 and 2. 

 
Unit 3 

The focus of this unit is on reading and responding both orally and in writing to a range of texts. 
Students analyse how the authors of texts create meaning and the different ways in which texts can 
be interpreted. They develop competence in creating written texts by exploring ideas suggested by 
their reading within the chosen Context, and the ability to explain choices they have made as 
authors. A list of prescribed Contexts will be published annually in the VCAA Bulletin. 

 
Unit 4 

The focus of this unit is on reading and responding in writing to a range of texts in order to analyse 
their construction and provide an interpretation. Students create written or multimodal texts 
suggested by their reading within the chosen Context and explain creative choices they have made 
as authors in relation to form, purpose, language, audience and context. 
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English Language 

Unit 1: Language and communication 
The focus of this unit is language and its use in communication.  The use of language is an essential 
aspect of human behaviour, the means by which individuals relate to the world, to each other, and to 
the community of which they are members.  This unit focuses on the nature and functions of 
language itself and the way language is organised so that it provides its users with the means by 
which they can make sense of their experience and have contact with others.  It enables students to 
explore the informational and expressive functions of language, the nature of language as a highly 
elaborate system of signs, the development of language in an individual, and the relationship 
between speech and writing as the dominant modes of use. 

 
Unit 2: Language change 

The focus of this unit is language change. Languages are dynamic and change is an inevitable and 
a continual process. Engaging with texts from the past can show us how all subsystems of the 
language system are affected – phonetics and phonology, morphology and lexicology, syntax, 
discourse analysis, and semantics, and how English has altered over the centuries and how it 
continues to evolve today. This unit explores the concepts of change, especially within Australian 
English, and aims to give students insight into the what, how and why of these changes. Particular 
attention is paid to attitudes to language change. 

 
Unit 3: Language in Society 

The focus of this unit is language in its social setting. Through language we communicate 
information, ideas, attitudes, prejudices and ideological stances. Language varies according to both 
the user and its occasion of use. There is a range of attitudes within society to the different varieties 
of language we use.  
Language is a means of societal interaction. It is indicative of power structures both through the 
choice of a particular variety of language, and through the way in which that language variety is used 
in processes of inclusion and exclusion.  
Language is also a means of identifying and defining individual and group membership. Through it 
we indicate how we want others to perceive us. Language marks group boundaries, as it is used to 
distinguish between „us‟ and „them‟. 

 
Unit 4: Texts in their Australian contexts 

The focus of this unit is texts in their contexts. Language is always encountered as text and it is in 
the large range of texts that much of the meaning of a culture, its values, knowledge and ideologies, 
are constructed. This unit provides a framework for the study of texts by looking at various 
dimensions of style: the grammatical and discourse structure of language; the choice and meanings 
of words within texts; how words are combined to convey a message; the purpose in conveying a 
message; and the particular context in which a message is conveyed. The aim is to describe the 
interrelationship between words, sentences and text to discover how they construct their message. 

By considering the stylistic features used in spoken and written varieties of English, students can 
gain insight into the effect the speaker or writer is trying to achieve, why the speaker or writer has 
chosen particular stylistic features, and how the speaker or writer uses language to influence their 
respective audiences. 
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Food and Technology 

Unit 1: Properties of food 
In this unit students are introduced to the diverse nature of food, how to prepare it and how to store it 
for the best quality in terms of safety, health and aesthetics. Students study safe and hygienic food 
handling practices and apply these practices in the preparation of food. Food storage practices that 
maximise quality of raw and cooked food are also investigated. 

Students discover the links between classification of foods and their properties and how their 
enjoyment of food is associated with different cooking methods and properties of foods. They 
examine changes in properties of food when different preparation and processing techniques are 
used. Students apply this knowledge when preparing food. 

 
Unit 2: Planning and preparation of food 

This unit provides students with the opportunity to investigate the best methods and tools and 
equipment to use for optimum results, and what to prepare for a range of situations. Students 
research, analyse and apply the most suitable food preparation and cooking methods to optimise the 
sensory, physical and chemical properties of food. 

Students work both independently and as a member of a team to research and implement solutions 
to a design brief, and to respond to exciting challenges of preparing food for a range of contexts. 
These contexts include nutritional considerations, cultural beliefs, and resource access and 
availabilities. 

 
Unit 3: Food preparation, processing and food controls 

This unit requires students to analyse the functions of the natural components of key foods and 
apply this information in the preparation of foods. Students will investigate cooking techniques and 
justify the use of the best techniques for key foods. They develop an understanding of food 
processing techniques to prevent spoilage in industrial and domestic settings, and will also preserve 
food using some of these techniques. 

Students develop an understanding of food safety in Australia by investigating the causes of food 
poisoning and food spoilage, and the relevant regulations. Students apply safe work practices while 
preparing food. 

Students write a design plan developed from a design brief that they devise. In the design plan, they 
will apply their knowledge about key foods, properties of food, tools, equipment, cooking techniques 
and preservation techniques best suited to a particular context. They make decisions and choices 
related to their understanding of the brief. In developing this plan, students establish a timeline to 
complete the set of food items to meet the requirements of the brief in Unit. 

 
Unit 4: Food product development and emerging trends 

In this unit students work independently to complete the challenge of implementation of the design 
plan they established in Unit 3. In completing this task, students apply food safety and hygiene 
guidelines and evaluate the product planning and processes in the plan. 

Students examine food product development, and research and analyse factors that have 
contributed to product development. They investigate the process of product development, including 
packaging, packaging systems and marketing. 

Students investigate emerging trends in product development, including societal pressures to 
improve health, technological developments, and environmental considerations. 
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Geography 

Unit 1: GEO11 Natural environments 
This unit investigates the geographic characteristics of natural environments and landforms and the 
natural processes that shape and change the Earth‟s surface. It investigates how the interactions 
between natural processes and human activities can also change natural environments. 
The world‟s physical environments are composed of four natural systems: atmosphere, biosphere, 
lithosphere, hydrosphere, which are fundamental to the operation of all interactions within the 
environment. There are few places in the world where only natural processes operate. 
Human activities interact with natural processes, each affecting the other. The nature of change 
caused by the interaction between natural processes and human activities varies at a range of 
scales, over space and over time. 
Students must investigate at least two natural environments in each area of study. The natural 
environments selected for investigation may be the same in each area of study. Each environment 
selected for investigation must focus on physical geography at two different scales. 

 
Unit 2: GEO22 Human environments 

This unit investigates the characteristics of rural and urban environments which are developed by 
human activities and their interactions with natural environments. Rural and urban environments 
vary significantly from place to place and across a variety of scales. Rural and urban environments 
are significant because they are the locations where people live. Their presence creates settlements 
which vary in size and complexity from individual farm houses to small villages, regional towns, large 
metropolitan cities and mega cities. 
Rural environments are those produced by human activities such as farming, forestry, tourism, 
mining, fishing and rural settlements. Urban environments are those produced by human activities 
created by housing, work and leisure pursuits. The nature of change in human environments varies 
across a range of scales over space and over time. 
Rural and urban environments are dynamic. They can be changed in the long or short term by 
advances in technology, individual and organisational decisions, as well as by natural and human 
processes and events. Decisions that affect the management and the sustainability of rural and 
urban environments, and the distribution of rural and urban activities are made by governments, 
organisations and individuals. 
Students must investigate at least two human environments in each area of study. The environments 
selected for investigation may be the same in each area of study, but one of the environments must 
be a rural environment and one an urban environment; one must be from Australia and one must be 
from another country. Each environment selected for investigation must focus on human geography 
at two different scales. 

 
Unit 3: GEO33 Regional resources 

This unit investigates the characteristics of resources and the concept of region. A resource is 
anything which occurs naturally or is created by humans provided that people use it to satisfy a need 
or want. Resources found within regions mean different things to different people over place and 
time. A study of resources is about the processes and relationships operating in the past, in the 
present, and those which will operate in the future. Regions are areas of various scales that have 
characteristics and features that distinguish them from other areas according to the elements used 
to define them. The use and management of resources is dynamic and changes spatially over time 
in response to the interactions between human activities, natural processes and the legislative 
processes that humans put into place. Social, historical, environmental, economic and political 
factors can be used to predict and plan for future policies and strategies to ensure the sustainability 
of the available resources. 
Governments and other organisations often use the concept of region for planning purposes when 
determining allocation of resources and development of policies. Although the process of 
globalisation is influencing the world at a rapid rate, a regional perspective may give identity and 
help to make sense of such processes. 
The availability and utilisation of water resources influences settlement patterns, infrastructure 
development and decision making in many Australian regions. Problems of supply and debates 
about the water resources of rural and urban communities mirror processes that are happening 
elsewhere on the Earth. There are competing demands for water resources within and between 
regions at local, national and international scales. 
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Students must investigate a regional resource and a local resource in Australia. The regional 
resource will be water in the Murray-Darling Basin region. Students will use fieldwork to investigate a 
local resource. 

 
Unit 4: GEO34 Global perspectives 

This unit investigates the geographic characteristics of global phenomena and responses to them. 
Global phenomena are major natural or human events, processes or activities. Such phenomena are 
distributed globally and possess the capacity to affect the globe or significant parts of the globe and 
require more than a local or national response. 
Human population studies are significant to understanding the challenges facing our globalised 
world. Spatial variations in the distribution, composition and growth of human populations are related 
to the nature of places. A global perspective is a viewpoint or policy designed to guide future action 
by people or organisations to address the effects of global phenomena. Phenomena such as El 
Niño, migration, rapid communications technology, earthquake damage, genetically modified crops 
or globally changing patterns of investment and industrialisation, shared ocean and atmosphere 
resources, pandemics and other „borderless‟ phenomena play important roles in shaping community, 
environments and landscape change. 
Governments, organisations, groups and individuals respond to global phenomena in different ways. 
The type of response is affected by social, economic, historical and political considerations, resource 
access and distribution, and the nature and scale of the event or process. Policy developed to deal 
with global phenomena and its effects results in the formation of a global perspective. This unit 
investigates the distribution patterns of selected global phenomena. It considers the causes, 
dimensions and impact of global changes and analyses policies and strategies, including those that 
promote sustainability, to enable a better world in the future. 
Students must investigate two global phenomena in each area of study, one of which must be 
human population. 
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Health and Human Development 

Unit 1: HH011 Youth Health and Development 
This unit focuses on the transition from childhood to adulthood and the enormous changes in 
physical, social, emotional and intellectual development that transition brings.  Good health is seen 
as an important determinant for optimal development.  Challenges related to the maintenance of 
optimum health and development for youth are explored, focusing on the inherited and 
environmental factors that influence the physical, social, emotional and intellectual changes that 
occur at this stage of life. 

 
 

Unit 2: HH022 Individual and Community Health and Development 
In this unit there is a focus on the role that families, communities and governments play in optimising 
the health of individuals across the lifespan.  There is an exploration of differences in health and 
developmental outcomes experienced by some social and cultural groups, despite relatively high 
levels of community and government involvement.  There is a particular focus on indigenous, rural 
and remote communities and Australians from lower socio-economic backgrounds. 
 
There is also an exploration of the requirements of optimal health and development throughout 
childhood and adulthood.  Students will also examine the organisation and delivery of health care in 
Australia and evaluate its effectiveness in promoting health and development for all Australians. 
 
 

Unit 3: HH033 Nutrition, Health and Development  
Students will explore the diversity of health outcomes within our population that are the result of 
factors such as biology, socio-economic status, environment, inherited lifestyle, behaviour, 
knowledge, attitudes and beliefs.  Nutrition is an important determinant of optimal health and 
developmental outcomes and the evidence that supports food intake as a protective factor against a 
number of diseases across the lifespan is explored.  Government and non-government initiatives 
designed to promote health and development are also considered. 

 
 
Unit 4: HH034 Global Health and Development 

This unit focuses on the developmental changes that occur as individuals move through the lifespan 
as well as an exploration of inherited factors that determine developmental potential.  There is an 
analysis of the impact of a range of environmental factors that contribute to variations in health and 
developmental outcomes both between and within industrialised and developing countries.  This 
global comparison will enable students to evaluate the determinants of optimal health and 
development and the range of sustainable health care initiatives developed by governments and 
international agencies to optimise health and development globally. 
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History 

HI031 History: 20th Century (1900-1945) 1  
This unit explores some of the momentous events and new ideas which occurred in the first half of 
the twentieth century. It investigates the challenges to the 'old world' and examines the new forms of 
economic and political organisation and cultural expression that emerged during this period. 
Possible topics include World War I, the jazz age, the Russian Revolution, the rise of fascism, the 
Spanish Civil War and World War II. Students are required to: complete an introductory activity; 
maintain a workbook; investigate and prepare an essay on the emergence of new political ideas and 
movements; research and report on changes in the social life of the period; and analyse a form of 
cultural expression.  

 
 
HI042 History: 20

th
 Century (Post 1945) 2  

This unit examines some of the main events, competing ideologies and social movements since 
1945. It explores the increasing interplay between domestic events and international developments 
which has been a feature of this period. Possible topics include the Cold War, the Vietnam War, and 
the civil rights movement in the USA, the collapse of the Soviet bloc, the end of apartheid and the 
conflict in Northern Ireland.  

 
 
HI133 History: Revolutions 3  

This unit focuses on a revolution as a means of understanding revolution as a process of 
dramatically accelerated social change (selected from the English, American, French, Russian or 
Chinese revolutions).  It examines the nature of the crisis in the old regime and considers the 
different theories put forward to explain the cause of revolution.  It also examines the ideas utilised in 
the revolutionary struggle and the role of groups and individuals in bringing about radical change.  
The unit evaluates the consolidation of the revolution and the creation of a new society.  

 
 
HI134 History: Revolutions 4  

This unit focuses on a different revolution from the one studied in Unit 3. It examines the nature of 
the crisis in the old regime and considers the different theories put forward to explain the cause of 
revolution.  It also examines the ideas utilised in the revolutionary struggle and the role of groups 
and individuals in bringing about radical change.  The unit evaluates the consolidation of the 
revolution and the creation of a new society.  
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Information Technology 

Unit 1: IT in action 
This unit focuses on how individuals use and can be affected by, information and communications 
technology (ICT) in their daily lives.  Students acquire and apply a range of knowledge and skills to 
create information that persuades, educates or entertains.  They also explain how their lives are 
affected by ICT and strategies for influencing how ICT is applied.  Students develop an 
understanding of the role technology plays in inputting, processing, storing and communicating data 
and information. 

 
 
Unit 2: IT pathways 

This unit focuses on how individuals and organisations, such as sporting clubs, charitable 
institutions, small businesses and government agencies use ICT.  Students acquire and apply a 
range of knowledge and skills to create solutions and information products that meet personal and 
clients‟ needs.  They also examine how networked information systems are used within 
organisations. 

 
 
Unit 3: IT applications 

This unit focuses on how individuals and organisations use ICT to solve information problems and to 
participate actively in a society where use of ICT is commonplace.  Students acquire and apply 
knowledge and skills in solving information problems to assist in decision-making and in managing 
tasks and timelines.  The solutions and information products should meet the specific needs of 
organisations such as sporting clubs, newsagencies, charities or the needs of individuals.  Students 
also explore how the capabilities of networked information systems support teams of workers or 
learners to solve problems and share knowledge. 

 
 
Unit 4: IT applications 

This unit focuses on how ICT is used by organisations to solve ongoing information problems and in 
the strategies to protect the integrity of data and security of information.  Students develop and 
acquire knowledge and skills in creating solutions and information products using spreadsheet 
software that can be re-used in the future with new sets of data.  When solving information 
problems, students apply all of the problem-solving stages:  analysis, design, development, testing, 
documentation, implementation and evaluation.  Students apply their ICT knowledge and skills to 
record their decision-making strategies when solving information problems and to reflect on the 
effectiveness of these strategies.  In this unit students explore how organisations manage the 
storage, communication and disposal of data and information in order to minimise threats to the 
integrity of data and security of information and to optimise efficient information handling. 

 

Unit 3: Software development 
This unit focuses on the techniques and procedures for determining the ability of networked 
information systems to meet organisational needs and on how the development of purpose-designed 
software, using a programming language, helps fulfil these needs.  Students explore the roles and 
functions of networked information systems and the types of networks.  They apply three phases of 
the waterfall model of the systems development life cycle (SDLC):  analysis, design and 
development.  They use this concept as the methodology for making changes to networked 
information systems. 

 
Unit 4: Software development 

This unit focuses on techniques, procedures and strategies to develop, implement and evaluate 
proposed networked information systems.  Students explore the technical, procedural, economic and 
management factors that need to be considered when undertaking these phases of the systems 
development life cycle (SDLC).  The development phase is realised through the creation of software 
solutions using the programming language studied in Unit 3. 
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International Politics  

Unit 1: Politics, power and people 
This unit introduces students to the study of politics by considering key concepts and ideas including 
representation, citizenship, power and democracy. Students analyse the exercise of political power 
by comparing a democratic with a non-democratic system. Consideration is given to mechanisms 
that legitimise the exercise of political power and the ways in which this legitimacy can be 
undermined. 

Students consider the ideologies that underpin political structures and interactions, and the ways in 
which ideologies affect the exercise of political power. Students also consider the nature and context 

of leadership through the study of a significant post-World War II political leader. 
 
 
Unit 2: The global picture 

This unit focuses on the nature of contemporary international relations and the events that shaped 
them. Students develop an understanding of key terms and concepts, and consider factors which 
influence international relationships and the role of states. Students also investigate the way a 
selected state (or group of states) is able to exercise power internationally and a contemporary 
international conflict or area of instability. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

International Studies  

Unit 3: Global issues and conflict 
This unit investigates recent global politics and the nature of conflict since the end of the Cold War. 
The unit begins with an examination of the concepts of globalisation and internationalism and the 
increasing interdependence of people and societies across a range of economic, cultural and 
security matters. Students explore increasingly complex notions of national interest, sovereignty, 
autonomy and independence. They undertake a study of the nature of conflict in a post-Cold War 
world no longer divided into two ideological blocs. They examine the changed nature of the conflicts 
based upon tensions which may be religious, ethnic, economic or nationalist. Many of these conflicts 
have been fought within the new context of global terrorist networks. 

 
 
Unit 4: International relations 

While internationalism and globalisation have had a significant impact on the Asia-Pacific region, this 
unit focuses primarily on the interactions between states which remain the dominant form of political 
organisation. The unit begins with a study of the concepts of national interest and power and the way 
states use power in the Asia-Pacific region. Australia‟s position in the region, and the world, and the 
way in which it has asserted its national interest is then investigated. 
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Legal Studies 

Unit 1: Criminal law and justice 
This unit explores the distinction between legal and non-legal rules, the Victorian court hierarchy, 
and the process of making laws through parliament. It focuses on the role of police, their powers of 
investigation, the procedures of a criminal trial and an examination of possible sanctions that are 
available to the criminal courts. In addition, students explore the concepts of fairness and justice 
within the criminal justice system. 

 
 
Unit 2: Civil law and the law in focus 

This unit focuses on the effective resolution of civil disputes. It looks at the processes and 
procedures involved in civil litigation and the possible defences to civil claims within our legal system 
available to enforce the civil rights of our citizens. As well as the judicial procedure to resolve civil 
disputes, the unit also investigates the alternative avenues of dispute resolution and their 
effectiveness. This unit provides students with the opportunity to explore specific areas of law and to 
analyse contemporary legal issues. 

 
 
Unit 3: Law-making 

The purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop an understanding of the institutions that 
determine laws and the processes by which laws are made. It considers reasons why laws are 
necessary and the impact of the Commonwealth Constitution on the operation of the legal system. 
Students undertake an evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses of the law-making bodies and 
the processes used to influence change and reform. 

 
 
Unit 4: Dispute resolution 

This unit explores the function and jurisdiction of the courts, tribunals and alternative avenues of 
dispute resolution with a view to comparing and evaluating the operation of the various dispute 
resolution methods. Students develop an understanding of criminal and civil pre-trial and trial 
processes and procedures which operate within the Victorian legal system. The current operation of 
the jury system in criminal and civil trials will be examined and students will also review the operation 
of the adversary system, giving consideration to its strengths and weaknesses. Students will 
compare features of the adversary and inquisitorial systems of dispute resolution. In this unit 
students evaluate the effective operation of the Victorian legal system and make recommendations 
for possible improvement and reform. 
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Literature 

LI011 Literature 1  
This unit focuses on the ways literary texts represent human experience and the reading practices 
students develop to deepen their understanding of a text.  Students respond to a range of texts 
personally, critically and creatively.  This variety of approaches to reading invites questions about the 
ideas and concerns of the text.  While the emphasis is on students‟ close engagement with language 
to explore texts, students also inform their understanding with knowledge of the conventions 
associated with different forms of text, for example, poetry, prose, drama and/or non-print text. 

 

 

LI012 Literature 2  
The focus of this unit is on students‟ critical and creative responses to texts.  Students deepen their 
understanding of their responses to aspects of texts such as the style of narrative, the characters, 
the language and structure of the text.  Students extend their exploration of the ideas and concerns 
of the text.  They understand the ways their own culture and the cultures represented in the text can 
influence their interpretations and shape different meanings.  Students make comparisons between 
texts and identify some of the relationships that exist through features such as the language, 
characterisation and ideas. 

 

 

LI013 Literature 3  
This unit focuses on the ways writers construct their work and how meaning is created for and by the 
reader.  Students consider how the form of text (such as poetry, prose, drama, non-print or 
combinations of these) affects meaning and generates different expectations in readers, the ways 
texts represent views and values and comment on human experience and the social, historical and 
cultural contexts of literary works. 

 
 

LI014 Literature 4  
This unit focuses on students‟ creative and critical responses to texts.  Students consider the context 
of their responses to texts as well as the concerns, the style of the language and the point of view in 
their re-created or adapted work. 
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LOTE - Chinese First Language 

Unit 1: L0041 
This unit is designed to extend students‟ knowledge and skills in understanding spoken and written 
Chinese. Students are required to: establish and maintain a spoken or written exchange related to 
an issue of interest or concern; listen to, read and reorganise information and ideas from spoken and 
written texts; produce a personal response to a fictional text. 

 
 

Unit 2: L0042 
This unit is designed to extend students‟ knowledge and skills in understanding spoken and written 
Chinese. Students are required to: participate in a spoken or written exchange focusing on the 
resolution of an issue; listen to, read, and extract and compare information and ideas from spoken 
and written texts; produce an imaginative piece in spoken or written form. 

 
 

Unit 3: L0043 
This unit is designed to extend students‟ knowledge and skills in understanding spoken and written 
Chinese. Students are required to: express ideas through the production of original texts; analyse 
and use information from spoken texts; exchange information, opinions and experiences. 

 
 

Unit 4: L0044 
This unit is designed to extend students‟ knowledge and skills in understanding spoken and written 
Chinese. Students are required to: analyse and use information from written texts; respond critically 
to spoken and written texts which reflect aspects of the language and culture. 
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LOTE - Chinese Second Language or Chinese Second Language Advanced 

Unit 1 
This unit is designed to extend students‟ knowledge and skills in understanding spoken and written 
Chinese. Students are required to: establish and maintain a spoken or written exchange related to 
personal areas of experience; listen to, read and obtain information from spoken and written texts; 
produce a personal response to a text focusing on real or imaginary experience. 

 
 

Unit 2 
This unit is designed to extend students‟ knowledge and skills in understanding spoken and written 
Chinese. Students are required to: participate in a spoken or written exchange related to making 
arrangements and completing transactions; listen to, read, and extract and use information and 
ideas from spoken and written texts; give expression to real or imaginary experience in spoken or 
written form. 

 
 

Unit 3: L0393 
This unit is designed to extend students‟ knowledge and skills in understanding spoken and written 
Chinese. Students are required to: to express ideas through the production of original texts; analyse 
and use information from spoken texts; exchange information, opinions and experiences. 

 
 

Unit 4: L0394 
This unit is designed to extend students‟ knowledge and skills in understanding spoken and written 
Chinese. Students are required to: analyse and use information from written texts; respond critically 
to spoken and written texts which reflect aspects of the language and culture of Chinese-speaking 
communities.  

 



Box Hill High School - VCE Handbook 2009 

 48  Last Updated 19/08/2008 

LOTE - German 

LO101 LOTE: German 1  
This unit is designed to extend students' knowledge and skills in understanding, speaking and writing 
the language. Students are required to: converse in German on a range of general topics; convey 
orally in German the meaning and flavour of the language, for example in an announcement, 
program segment, recitation or song; produce personal and imaginative writing in German; 
understand oral, visual and written German information, select from and use this information in 
writing in German for a given purpose.  

 

  

LO102 LOTE: German 2  
This unit is designed to extend students' knowledge and skills in understanding, speaking and writing 
the language. Students are required to: elicit, interpret and convey information, ideas and opinions 
orally in German; convey orally in German the meaning and flavour of the language, for example in a 
dramatised reading or story telling; produce informative writing in German; understand oral, visual 
and written German information and convey this information in a different discourse form in German.  

 

  

LO103 LOTE: German 3  
This unit is designed to extend students' knowledge and skills in understanding, speaking and writing 
the language. Students are required to: participate in a discussion or negotiation; make a sustained 
presentation or participate in a short scripted performance, giving particular attention to appropriate 
and expressive pronunciation, intonation and phrasing; produce persuasive, personal or imaginative 
writing.  

 

 

LO104 LOTE: German 4  
This unit is designed to extend students' knowledge and skills in understanding, speaking and writing 
the language.  Students are required to: present and defend a point of view to an audience; 
participate in a performance, giving particular attention to appropriate and expressive pronunciation, 
intonation and phrasing; produce evaluative or informative writing; combine and adapt information 
for a given purpose. 
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Mathematics 

MA071 Maths: General Mathematics 1 
This unit involves the study of selected material from the areas of study:  arithmetic, data analysis 
and simulation, algebra, graphs of linear and non-linear relations, decision and business 
mathematics and geometry and trigonometry.  Students practice mathematical algorithms, routines 
and techniques and use them to solve standard problems; apply mathematical knowledge and skills 
in unfamiliar situations which require investigative, modelling or problem-solving approaches and 
use technology appropriately and effectively to learn mathematics and apply it in different contexts. 

 

MA072 Maths: General Mathematics 2  
This unit involves the study of selected material from the areas of study; arithmetic, data analysis 
and simulation, algebra, graphs of linear and non-linear relations, decision and business 
mathematics and geometry and trigonometry.  This material should complement the material 
covered in unit 1.  Students practice mathematical algorithms, routines and techniques and use them 
to solve standard problems; apply mathematical knowledge and skills in unfamiliar situations which 
require investigative, modelling or problem-solving approaches and use technology appropriately 
and effectively to learn mathematics and apply it in different contexts. 

 

MA073 Maths: Further Mathematics 3 
Further Mathematics Units 3 and 4 consist of a compulsory core area of study „Data analysis‟ and 
then a selection of three from six modules.  Unit 3 involves the study of the core material and one 
module.  The modules are:  number patterns, geometry and trigonometry, graphs and relations, 
business-related mathematics, networks and decision mathematics and matrices.  Students practice 
mathematical algorithms, routines and techniques and use them to solve standard problems; apply 
mathematical knowledge and skills in unfamiliar situations which require investigative, modelling or 
problem-solving approaches and use technology appropriately and effectively to learn mathematics 
and apply it in different contexts. 

 

MA074 Maths: Further Mathematics 4  
Further Mathematics Units 3 and 4 consist of a compulsory core area of study „Data analysis‟ and 
then a selection of three from six modules.  Unit 4, two modules will normally be covered.  The 
modules are:  number patterns, geometry and trigonometry, graphs and relations, business-related 
mathematics, networks and decision mathematics and matrices.  Students practice mathematical 
algorithms, routines and techniques and use them to solve standard problems; apply mathematical 
knowledge and skills in unfamiliar situations which require investigative, modelling or problem-
solving approaches and use technology appropriately and effectively to learn mathematics and apply 
it in different contexts. 

 

MA081 Maths: Mathematical Methods 1  
This unit involves the study of selected material from the areas of study: functions and graphs, 
algebra, rates of change and calculus and probability.  It is designed together with Mathematical 
methods Unit 2 as a preparation for Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4.  Students practice 
mathematical algorithms, routines and techniques and use them to solve standard problems; apply 
mathematical knowledge and skills in unfamiliar situations which require investigative, modelling or 
problem-solving approaches and use technology appropriately and effectively to learn mathematics 
and apply it in different contexts. 

 

MA082 Maths: Mathematical Methods 2  
This unit involves the study of selected material from the areas of study: functions and graphs, 
algebra, rates of change and calculus and probability.  It is designed together with Mathematical 
methods Unit 1 as a preparation for Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4.  Students practice 
mathematical algorithms, routines and techniques and use them to solve standard problems; apply 
mathematical knowledge and skills in unfamiliar situations which require investigative, modelling or 
problem-solving approaches and use technology appropriately and effectively to learn mathematics 
and apply it in different contexts. 
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MA083 Maths: Mathematical Methods 3  
Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 is a completely prescribed course and involves the study of 
material from the areas of study:  functions and graphs, algebra, calculus and probability.  Students 
practice mathematical algorithms, routines and techniques and use them to solve standard 
problems; apply mathematical knowledge and skills in unfamiliar situations which require 
investigative, modelling or problem-solving approaches and use technology appropriately and 
effectively to learn mathematics and apply it in different contexts. 

 

MA084 Maths: Mathematical Methods 4  
Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 is a completely prescribed course and involves the study of 
material from the areas of study:  functions and graphs, algebra, calculus and probability.  Content 
covered in Unit 4 complements content covered in Unit 3.  Students practice mathematical 
algorithms, routines and techniques and use them to solve standard problems; apply mathematical 
knowledge and skills in unfamiliar situations which require investigative, modelling or problem-
solving approaches and use technology appropriately and effectively to learn mathematics and apply 
it in different contexts. 

 

MA093 Maths: Specialist Maths 3  
Specialist Maths Units 3 and 4 is a completely prescribed course and involves the study of material 
from the areas of study:  functions and graphs, algebra, calculus, vectors and mechanics.  This 
extends and further develops material from Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 as well as 
introducing new content.  Students practice mathematical algorithms, routines and techniques and 
use them to solve standard problems; apply mathematical knowledge and skills in unfamiliar 
situations which require investigative, modelling or problem-solving approaches and use technology 
appropriately and effectively to learn mathematics and apply it in different contexts. 
 

MA094 Maths: Specialist Maths 4  
Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 is a completely prescribed course and involves the study of 
material from the areas of study:  functions and graphs, algebra, calculus, vectors and mechanics,  
Content covered in Unit 4 complements content covered in Unit 3.  Students practice mathematical 
algorithms, routines and techniques and use them to solve standard problems; apply mathematical 
knowledge and skills in unfamiliar situations which require investigative, modelling or problem-
solving approaches and use technology appropriately and effectively to learn mathematics and apply 
it in different contexts. 
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Music Performance Units 1 & 2 

MC011 Music Performance 1  
This unit focuses on performance in solo and group contexts, studying approaches to performance 
and performing, and developing skills in aural comprehension.  Students present a solo and a group 
performance, demonstrate prepared technical work and perform previously unseen music. 

 
 
MC012 Music Performance 2  

This unit further develops skills in practical music and performance in solo and group contexts. 
 
Students present a prepared program/s of solo and group works, demonstrate prepared technical 
work, perform previously unseen music and develop skills in aural comprehension. 
 
Selected works are analysed to enhance performance interpretation and to understand their context, 
influences, characteristics and styles.  This unit also focuses on music language that is relevant to 
performance and used to analyse, compose or improvise music. 

 

 

 

 

Solo Performance ï Units 3 & 4 

Students who select Music Solo performance are primarily concerned with recreating music 
represented as published notated solo works.  Units 3 and 4 Music Solo performance focus on the 
preparation and presentation of performances in solo and ensemble contexts, demonstrating 
through performance an understanding of interpretation and authenticity. 

 
MC023 Music Performance: Solo 3 

This unit focuses on the preparation and presentation of solo works.  Students use performance 
techniques to develop understanding of interpretation of a range of styles.  Music performance skills 
are broadened by ensemble performance, solo technical work and unprepared performance.  Music 
language knowledge, aural comprehension skills and understanding of the structure and 
characteristics of an ensemble work are also developed. 

 

 

MC023 Music Performance: Solo 4 
This unit focuses on the preparation and presentation of a solo program of works, demonstrating 
through performance an understanding of interpretation.  Music performance skills are extended by 
development of technical work in ensemble performance and unprepared performance skills, and 
studies in aural comprehension.  Understanding and recognition of musical characteristics of an 
ensemble work are further developed. 
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National Politics 

Unit 1: Politics, power and people 
This unit introduces students to the study of politics by considering key concepts and ideas including 
representation, citizenship, power and democracy.  Students analyse the exercise of political power 
by comparing a democratic with a non-democratic system.  Consideration is given to mechanisms 
that legitimise the exercise of political power and the ways in which this legitimacy can be 
undermined. 

 
Students consider the ideologies that underpin political structures and interactions, and the ways in 
which ideologies affect the exercise of political power.  Students also consider the nature and 
context of leadership through the study of a significant post-World War 11 political leader. 

 
 
Unit 2: The global picture 

This unit focuses on the nature of contemporary international relations and the events that shaped 
them.  Students develop an understanding of key terms and concepts, and consider factors which 
influence international relationships and the role of states.  Students also investigate the way a 
selected state (or group of states) is able to exercise power internationally and a contemporary 
international conflict or area of instability. 

 
 
NP033 Unit 3 

This unit looks at the political systems of Australia and the United States in terms of ideologies, 
structures and the extent to which they uphold democratic values.  Students also critically analyse 
Australian political institutions, consider the need for and the merits of continuity and change and 
identify forces that promote or resist change. 
 
 

NP034 Unit 4 
This unit looks at the ways Australian federal policy is formulated and implemented and students 
analyse factors which affect these processes.  A selected policy issue is critically evaluated.  
Australia‟s foreign policy is also discussed and analysed.  This unit also reviews current events, 
political parties and their ideologies and social movements. 
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Physical Education 

PE011 Physical Education 1  
This unit introduces students to an understanding of physical activity, including the relationship 
between body systems and physical activity; the place of physical activity in contributing to wellbeing 
in students' own lives as well as within the wider community, and the classification of physical activity 
in terms of type and experience.  

 
  
PE022 Physical Education 2  

This unit focuses on the general processes that are common to analysing physical performance, 
learning physical skills and the biomechanical principles of movement involved in these skills.  It 
explores the biomechanics of physical skills from the perspective of improving physical performance.  
  
 

PE033 Physical Education 3ï Physiological and participatory perspectives of physical activity 
This unit introduces students to an understanding of physical activity from a physiological 
perspective.  In particular, the contribution of energy systems to performance in physical activity is 
explored, as well as the health benefits to be gained from participation in regular physical activity.  
The underlying physiological requirements of an activity being used for health or for fitness are the 
same. 

 

There are many factors that influence an individual to initially begin and then continue on with some 
form of regular physical activity.  In this unit, students study and apply various models to identify 
strategies that will be effective in promoting participation in some form of regular activity. 

 
 

PE034 Physical Education 4 ï Enhancing physical performance 
This unit focuses on improvements in physical performance, in particular fitness.  Exercise 
physiology is concerned with individual responses and adaptations through exercise.  Students 
experience a variety of practical activities involving a range of training methods and fitness activities.  
Students learn to accurately assess the particular energy and fitness needs of the sport or activity for 
which the athlete is training, through analysis of data collected from a game or activity. 
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Physics 

PH011 Physics 1  
The unit introduces the study of Physics as a human endeavour, in which ideas of the physical world 
are organised and explained.  The development is applied firstly to a wave analysis of Light.  In the 
study of Radioactivity the conceptual issues needed are developed as processes to explain the 
observations.  There is a choice of detailed studies: Astronomy, Medical Physics and Energy from 
the Nucleus. 

 
 

PH022 Physics 2  
The unit begins with an introduction to the study of Motion through Newton‟s Laws.  This is 
developed in one dimensional movement.  Then students are introduced to an investigation of 
Electricity.  The core of this study is DC circuits and household safety.  The choices offered through 
the Detailed Studies are Astrophysics, Aerospace and Alternative Energy.  Students develop their 
experimental skills in this unit. 

 
 

PH033 Physics 3  
The unit focuses on two core studies.  In Motion in two dimensions, the study of movement is 
applied to transport and safety and then applied to orbital paths in space.  The second study is 
Electronics and Photonics where circuit models are developed and the use of photonic devices is 
introduced.  There are several detailed studies: Special Relativity, Materials and Structures or 
Further Electronics.  There is a major experimental investigation in this unit. 

 
 

PH034 Physics 4  
This unit covers Electromagnetism, applied to generators, motors and transformers.  The second 
area of study introduces Light and Matter through their particle and quantised properties.  There are 
three Detailed Studies: The Synchrotron, Photonics or Sound.  There is further development of 
experimental work. 
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Psychology 

PY011 Psychology 1  
This unit is designed to enable students to understand that psychology is a science that is closely 
linked to social science; to examine the influences of groups and attitudes on the individual; to 
develop knowledge of and skills in research methods in psychology; and to appreciate ethical 
considerations in psychological research.  

 
 

PY022 Psychology 2  
This unit enables an understanding of perceptual and cognitive development and introduces the role 
of the nervous system in behaviour.  The unit also focuses on differences among people in 
'normality', intelligence and personality. 

 
 

PY033 Psychology 3  
This unit develops student understanding of the biological bases of behaviour, visual perception and 
states of consciousness.  It includes the role of the nervous system in understanding human 
behaviour, and the ways in which information is acquired, processed, stored and used.  
Physiological and psychological measures of human behaviour are also explored. 

 
 

PY034 Psychology 4  
This unit is designed to enable students to develop knowledge and skills in research methods in 
psychology and to relate the areas of study of learning and memory to everyday experience.  
Students will undertake their own research investigation on an area of either memory or learning. 
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Research and Philosophy 

This is a year long subject that incorporates and extended social research project and Units 1&2 
Philosophy.  Students build on their inquiry and research skills in a systematic manner and develop 
effective writing skills in order to complete a research paper on a topic of their choice.  Critical 
thinking skills are taught and applied to their work and the material covered in class. 

 
 
Unit 1: Existence, knowledge and reasoning 

What is the nature of reality? How can we achieve certain knowledge? These are some of the 
questions?  These are some of the questions explored in the study of epistemology and metaphysics 
in this unit.  An overview of logical argument is also covered and applied to media and other texts.  
Key philosophical themes in books and/or movies are also analysed. 

 
 

 Unit 2: Ethics and philosophical investigation 
This unit engages students in philosophical investigation and critical discussion.  Students apply 
philosophical methods as they analyse problems, develop independent ideas, and explain and 
defend their views in philosophical exchanges with others, evaluating viewpoints and arguments.  
Students explore basic principles of morality, and apply these to everyday, personal ethical 
dilemmas and social issues.  
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Studio Arts 

SA011 Studio Arts 1  
This unit focuses on using sources of inspiration and ideas as the basis for artworks and exploring a 
wide range of materials and techniques as tools for translating ideas, observations and experiences 
into visual form.  Students also explore the ways in which artists from different times and locations 
have interpreted ideas and sources of inspiration and used materials and techniques in the 
production of artworks. 

 
 

SA022 Studio Arts 2  
This unit focuses on establishing and using a design process to produce artworks.  The design 
process includes the use of sources of inspiration, experimentation with materials and techniques 
and the development of aesthetic qualities and potential solutions prior to the production of artworks.  
Students also develop skills in the visual analysis of artworks.  Artworks from different times and 
locations are analysed to understand artists‟ ideas and the creation of aesthetic qualities and 
identifiable styles. 

 
 

SA033 Studio Arts 3  
This unit focuses on the implementation of the design process leading to the production of a range of 
potential solutions.  Students use a work brief to define an area of exploration and apply a design 
process to explore and develop their ideas and produce a range of potential solutions. 
 
The unit also explores professional art practices in relation to particular art form(s) and the 
development of distinctive styles in artworks.  Students investigate the response of artists to a wide 
range of stimuli and their use of materials and techniques.  Considerations arising from the use 
made of the work of other artists in the making of new artwork are analysed. 

 

 

SA034 Studio Arts 4  
This unit focuses on the production of a cohesive folio of finished artworks.  In developing this folio, 
students present visual and written documentation explaining how potential solutions generated in 
Unit 3 will be used to produce a cohesive folio of finished artworks.  These artworks should reflect 
the skilful application of materials and techniques and the resolution of aims, ideas and aesthetic 
qualities. 
 

This unit also explores aspects of artists‟ involvement in the current art industry focusing on the role 
of galleries and the methods and considerations involved in the preparation, presentation and 
conservation of artworks.  Students analyse current art industry issues about the content and context 
of art in a contemporary setting.  They also develop and substantiate personal points of views about 
the issues studied. 
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Visual Communication and Design 

VC011 Visual Communication & Design 1: Visual Communication 
The main purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop an understanding of instrumental 
drawing methods and freehand drawing including drawing from direct observation. The unit involves 
the study of a range of drawing methods, including relevant Australian Standards conventions.  
Students develop practical skills in the application of appropriate drawing methods, design elements 
and principles, and information and communications technology.  The unit also introduces students 
to the diversity of visual communication and the role of the design process in visual communication 
production. 

 

Area of Study 1 Instrumental drawing in 2D and 3D paraline systems. 

Area of Study 2 Freehand drawing and rendering using perspective drawing 
systems. 

Area of Study 3 Design elements and design principles explored to produce 
visual communications that satisfy a stated purpose. 

Area of Study 4 Design process presented as a written or oral report, visually 
documented and describing the design process in the 
production of visual communications. 

 

 

VC022 Visual Communication & Design 2: Communication in Context 
The main purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop and refine practical skills by 
generating images and developing them through freehand drawing, instrumental drawing and the 
use of information and communications technology.  In the development of visual communications, 
this unit enables students to develop an awareness of how the design process facilitates exploration 
and experimentation and how information and ideas are communicated. 

 

Area of Study 1 Representing and communicating form using freehand and 
instrumental drawing 

Area of Study 2 Developing imagery using freehand drawing and rendering 

Area of Study 3 Developing visual communication solutions suited to a set task 
via a design process 

Area of Study 4 Visual communication in context.  A written response, 
supported by visual material describing and analysing 
contemporary and historical examples of visual 
communications. 

 
  



Box Hill High School - VCE Handbook 2009 

 59  Last Updated 19/08/2008 

 

VC033 Visual Communication & Design 3: Visual Communication Practices 
The main purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop an understanding of visual 
communication production through the application of the design process to satisfy specific 
communication needs.  Within the unit, students consider existing visual communication and analyse 
and evaluate examples.  Students will also investigate the production of visual communications in a 
professional setting and examine the nature of professional practice in the design and production of 
visual communications. 

 

Area of Study 1 
Visual communication design.  Design Development producing 
a final visual communication presentation that satisfies a 
specified communication need. 

Area of Study 2 
Visual communication analysis.  An essay or report analysing 
and evaluating given examples of visual communication. 

Area of Study 3 

Professional practice in visual communication.  A report 
discussing the roles and relationships involved in the design 
and production of visual communications in the context of 
professional practice. 

 
 
VC034 Visual Communication & Design 4: Designing to a Brief 

The main purpose of this unit is to enable students to apply their knowledge of the components of 
the design process in the preparation of one design brief.  Students apply their practical skills to the 
development and production of two distinct final visual communication presentations through 
application of the design process and based on the requirements of the brief. 

 

Area of Study 1 The brief 

Area of Study 2 Developmental work 

Area of Study 3 Final presentations – 2 distinct final visual communications 
satisfying the brief. 

  

  
 



 

 

 


